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INTRODUCTION 

In 1939, George C. Marshall, then a Colonel in the Infantry, wrote these 
words in the Introduction to Infantry in Battle: 

. 

There is much evidence to show that officers who have 
received the best peacetime training available find themselves 
surprised and confused by the difference between, conditions 
as pictured in map problems and those they encounter in campaign. 
This ,is largely because our peacetime training in tactics tends 

" to become increasingly theoretical. In our schools we generally 
'. I ' 

CT" / assume that organizations are well-trained and at full strength, 
that subordinates are competent, that supply arrangements 

0 function, that communications work, that orders are carried 
out. In war many or all of these condit,ions may be absent. 
The veteran knows that this is normal and his mental processes 
are not paralyzed by it. He knows he must carry on in spite 
of seemingly insurmountable difficulties and regardless of 
the. fact that the tools with which he has to work 'may be " 
imperfect and 'worn. Moreover, he knows how to 'go about it. 
This volume is designed to give the peace-trained officer 
something of the viewpoint of the veteran. 

His words are still valid today. The majority of military history is written 
at the division,' corps, and echelons above corps level. Although, the big 
picture is also important, company level leaders can better understand and 
learn from small unit actions - military history at an applicable level. 
Armor in Battle is not intended to be a carbon copy of Infantry in Battle, 
although the initial concept came from it. The concept behind Armor in 
Battle is to fill a void in military history. There has never been a dearth 
of small unit infantry actions, yet small unit armor actions are few and 
far between. This is an attempt to fill 'that void by providing an anthology 
featuring armored action starting with the very first armor battle in 1916. 
Additionally, Armor in Battle is designed to provide a turret's eye view 
of .armored conflict - military history at the small unit level. This 
anthology mainly revolves around platoon and company level actions, for 
it is from such accounts that company grade leaders can benefit most from 
military history. 

.'.. 

LEADERSHIP BRANCH 
UNITED STATES ARMY ARMOR SCHOOL 

"Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it;" 

George Santayana: The Life of Reason, 1906 

i 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

CHAPTER 1: World War I 

The First Armor Battle: The' Somme 
Combined Arms: First Battle of Cambrai 
Bapaume 
Why 
"Hot Work, This." 
Tank Versus Tank: Villers-Bretonneux 

i-i 
l-3 
l-11 
1-14 
1-17 

'l-19 
* 

CHAPTER 2: World War II ,' ., 
, 

The Armored.Roadblock 2-l 
Task Force Turner 2-8 
Action at Schmidt' 2-17 
Reconnaissance in Force 'by Russian Armor ?-30 
Technique of the Tank:Platoon as the Point in 2-36, 

an Exploitation rl 
: .' 

An Armored Task'Force Seizes Two‘Vital Bridges 
* 

2~44 
Tanks in Rough,Terrain 2-51 
Singling 2-59 
808th TD Battalion: After-Action‘Report 2-88 
Friendly Fire 2-92 
Troyes - An Armored Attack 2-96 
A Tank.Platoon in Tunisia 2-106 
Calculated Risk 2-116 

CHAPTER 3: " Korea ,, " 

Tank Action at Chongju 3-1 
Task Force Crombez 3-7 
Tank Support .' ,. 
Company A, 72nd,Ta,nk,,,Battalion: Combat Leadership ,,, ,,.: . . 

,3-17 
3-24 

' , 

CHAPTER 4: 
_/ . I_,,. ,I /, 
Vietnam ,' 

Suoi Cat 4-l 
Ambush 4-4 
Tank to Tank 4-7 
The Rock of Dong .Ha 4-11 
The Affray at Slope 30 4-16 
One Day'sCombat 4-23 

CHAPTER 5: Arab-Israeli Conflicts 

The Valley of Tears 5-1 
Decision in Sinai 1 ~ .: 5-16, 
Tank Warrior in the Golan 5-29 

ii 



c 

d 

Y 

,CHAPTER 1 

WORLD WAR I 

UK: Mkll~lll (Mole) 67mm 281 

FR: S~.Chmnond 75mm 26; QE: AN 57mm 33 

UI: Mk.lV IMa*) S7mm 2Bc 

* 

UK: Mk.V (Mala) 57mm 291 

FK: SchnHor CA1 76mm ,UK: Mod Mk.A’Whippsl” MG 14, 

UK: Mk.V’~Male) 67mm 241 UK: Mk.VII (MDIo) 57qm 331 

"THE ENEMY, IN THE LATEST FIGHT, HAV EMPLOYED IQEW 
E~VGNES OF WAR AS CRUEL AS (THEY ARE, EFFECTIVE? 5 

&~:N~!H$~~~RMY GROUP 1916 



AEMOR IN BATTLE, CHAPTER I 

@ FIRST ARMOR BATTLE: 

,. ” ‘Ihe Somne, Beptember 15, 1916. .,, ., . 1. ,.: _ ,. .,. : ,,., 
Forty-,nine Mark. I tanks ware used by the ,Br,itish during the Battld’of 
th&%~@e, the ’ first’ test of the ‘tank in action. ‘,.O$ng ‘to th&’ fact 
that these vehicles had been secretly”designedl built and delivered ‘to 
the battlefield, little, was. known about them even by the troops who 

, 

evet,y qgee tanks, only one set of orders- had been issued, and &only one 

’ 
tip$” supplied,; consequently : wz: ha;d -to grasp these orders before y 
passed :.them .on to the other t&,. ,officers . kbwevg , at 5 
h on’ ,the day before, the battle these orde;s.* w&i ia;celled and new 
verbal instructions substitutod.n 

.:. Although ,these first tank troops ware severely handicapped; fate 
appears,:t+ i have balanced tl~$ books by leaving tom,., them the., element of 
surprise, since the German ‘troops a@arently had’ no infor@ion 
conc#ning the tanks,!, l%is extraordinary achievement of secrecy in 
the ,.deve.lopnent, ,$onstruc.tion. and shi$nent.. of these: tanks seems ; the 
more remarkable when it :’ is remembered ,.that the’. British had been 
tirking,; on ,.the tank project for ‘nineteen months ,during which time 
e&my secret service, agents: were’” very active ‘in mgland and behind the 
Allied lines in France. ., . “, 

Instead of using this small nunber of ..tanks on a relatively small 
front, the 49 tanks were divided into four groups and assigned as 

:: .i :.., 
/‘,, 
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follows : 
to the 

17 of the tanks to the 14th Corps, .17 tQ the 15th corpls, 9 
3rd Corps, and 7 to the Fifth Army. Ten other tanks, all of 

which were ,unfit for action due to mechanical troubles, wre held in 
GHQ reserve. This made a total of 59 tanks which ware shim .to 
France prior to the first action. mny of these tanks had been 
practically worn out during tra,inirlq and demonstra,tions before leaving 
pg+y l , . .  , ”  :  : , ;a , :  ,‘. ,  ,. 
” “>,, ::!Ihe’ record of the Sow’ @k #activities is one of ,p&ial ,success 
only, 
resul,ts 

The avbilable data ,is meager and only a brief,sumrary.of the 
can be given.. Gf .the .i19 tanks ‘&signed “for the action, only 

32 succeeded in reaching their 1 ine of departure, the other 17 
becomipg StUcbk or breaking down mechanically. Nine of the ‘32 tanks 
were held ufi on ~accourit’of’&hani&l ‘difficulties; 9 did ‘not succeed in’ i&vih$‘,+$e .lifi&; of depart?& on ‘tii~ ‘& tier&fore, &id mi Gve 

,'4bt 'Gfa, t&f?, r inF!ntty," b&",:dyi~:~'sq&@i3a'l 'in. "he],pirig b, b@,, up; 5 

beca@“‘sttik in the :;qtt$k;“‘.,Chl$’ 9 t&ks, ‘fulfilled thei,r, missions; 
&e &k co@nander assisted “the ,infantry troops in a di,fficult 

situation when they w?re held up by, tire and machine’ gun fire, ,by 
m&ing his’ tank to’ a’ position where> he could enfil’ade the trench from 
which the fire WM coming. Ha then, moved his tank along the trench 
and is credited with having caused the surrender of about 300 of the 
eymy tqh+ .: *other t&k destroyed :a 77 mm gun in ” Guedecourt. 
Cater: thiis tank w$s, sgeutik by’ a shell and caught fire. 0x2 of the 
most successful exploits &s,‘observed bf.)3;: British airman who. reported 
that “5 tank, is ‘w@kpg up ,High,’ street ’ in tiers, with the ‘British +-my 
cheering behind I. it ;‘I 
tiny .machine guns,, 

Al.thou$h Flers ‘,“s ‘known to ‘,,contiin a great 

casualties;’ 
it’ e taken by’this tank.,and its ,infantry ,without ,, ‘,.. .’ ,, ‘, ‘. 1 

Very few casualties occurred among the tank personnel in the &I&E 
action. Of the ‘32 ‘tanks tiich’ reach@ their’ starting ‘points, ten tire 
put out of aCF!op for, the, time being and seven were damaged :I slightly. 
The’ latter, however; managed to return under their!‘o\rm power. ’ ” !’ 

( ANALYSIS 
The experimental ‘use of tanks on September -15th tis not a great 

success but this test of the “tank idea” proved its feasibility, 
indicated the mechanical’, shortcomings ,of the” vehicles themselves and 
from it many’ lessons were learned .by. ‘the tank personnel, the infantry 
troops i and the. higher cor&nders. 1 Considering : the crude- design pf 
these ‘first tanks, the ignorance of ‘all concerned wi‘th reference to 
methodS of &@ojqient; the fact, that this tis the. first test ofa new 
and complica’ted, ,pie& of machinery’ under ‘battlefield conditions, ‘,:ahd 
the change in the, orders at the last moment, it Fs~iadt ,surprisi:ng ,,that 
the ’ results were only moderately successful . -_ 

!’ 
F@printed from The Fighting Tanks Since 1916, by Jones, Rarey, and 
Icks . 

. 

be Tank Gxps, Williams-Ellis. 1-2 



,, * 
CCMBINED ,ARMS: ,’ 

‘. 
First Battle of CA&rai! November 20, 131i.’ ” 

In this action, Rich was fought over’ terrain suitable to tank 
,o&4tions, the chance for success depended, according to General 

J Fulier’s ‘lanks in the, Gteat Ww, ufi ‘the attack being’s surprise, ‘the 
tanks‘ being’ able to cross the large trenches of,,, the Hindenburg lines, 
and ..the infantry” having sufficient confidence in the tanks ‘to follow && ‘ ) ) ,:., _.. ,, .I .,/ .I ,’ 

* k, addition to these factors, this attack involved, the &?,a# of 
tihe CanA de 1.’ ‘. Eicaut, and ‘what was at first thought’ to be ,an 

,. imp&t@? obstacle, the Grand Ravine. Wded to,. these obstacles tire 
the great b*s of’ wall made wire’ obstacles protecting the ‘Hindenburg 
trenches., :,;ii;‘e *tee’ ‘:dde tf&hes of ;kis. &&; provei to; be one of tie 

Y:greatest obstadIes’ of all ,since they ‘vme,: ‘too wi@,? to be ‘crosS+ ,,.by 
““idi Mdrk IV tanks ‘unaided;* hence’,350 ‘?fascines,, weighing abput one qd 

a’ &lf tons each, had p, be built. The @an ‘ifor crossing these- 
,’ trenches is interesting. The thks wkre divided into sections of 

’ three ’ tanks, an. advance guard : tank .and , tm infantry tanks, ,’ the former 
:having the mission of protecting,. ,,‘the. last mentioned tanks and the 
Q#+ry as’ l+ey .FFogsedi’ the $re. and trenches. Since,, there .,,,,were 
three Wp?w .,dnd. only’ three. ,,t@r$S “to the section, the arrangement 
for “.‘the?cr&&g operation involved, the foilowing ,:,maneuvers by the 

/‘%hki d’f &ch :%ction; .,%e .advance. .gUard ,tank &ssed through the.‘band I 
of wire and, ,‘turning to ‘?the ,,left i$@iiut crossing the trench, used all 
.j++ns which could .& brokht : ‘to bear from the right side of the 
.t&ik; as i t’.:inqved ‘,along the trench, to protect the passage of the d ,$*eg h+s. *d., tin fwg ,., .troOpis , following . lhe.. J$stS infapt.r~, tqq& 

,,,approached, ,j&:‘fi‘rst trench, “dropped ,its fasc,ine, ,‘from lt’jla :forward @rt 
of*,the tank andi .cr&ing ‘the, :trench and ‘turning.:;to the left, moved 

d do\(n.-@%right’side of the tr.@ch and, around itsi@z%scribsd area. ee 
other infantry tank crossed over the fascine, “of ‘,&e first infantry 
tank and i going to the second,.. trench, released its fascine and. carried 
out the same maneuver. ps‘. soon as the s,econd trench had been cross@ 
by the. .last infantry’, tank, the .advance I guard ,tank. turned around, 

‘crossed bpth trenches,‘on ‘the fascines already ‘laid and ,started for, the 
third trench .with its faNMe., r.wdy.,fq.,. this crossing.; : ‘:..‘I’ : 

Three details of infantry wde assigned; ‘the ‘first to operate, fith 
the t&ks ‘in order ‘to ‘clear the dugouts,, etc., : the:. second to b:qcF t&e 
trenc,h@J at certain -:,: points ,.. and .the ,third to garrison the captured 
trenches and protect .the ‘approach., of the :.rest .of, the troops,. ” ‘Ihis 
part ‘of the. plans for ., the Cambrai action .‘.furnishes an excellent 
“example of cooperation between tanks and infantry. 

:’ ., ,. ‘. 

41 Information obtained from Tanks in the Great War, IFUller. 
l-3 



‘Ib attain the surprise “feature : of ‘1 the general plan, there was no 
preliminary bombardment; counter-battery wrk and a barrage of smoke 
and H.E. was to start at,. -zero hour; there was no change in the 
airplane activities;, _, no change of troops on the front lines; no 
registering s@ts were: to be fired ,by the artiylery; a.ll moves *re to 
be made at night; 
telephones. 

1 and no ‘reference: to the coming battle over the .,‘. 
‘,’ ” .;:,. ti,, gise $i,’ i$&$k;, &&&&, .&h~fide&;; in ke abil’i ty of ‘the’ &bks 

‘y; brass ill l”obs~cl~s, *& t& ,.+ig,tiain& tdg&&‘& ‘& ttie, inf&+ry 
was - invited to, and did, build severe obstacles .$ich ,the tank 
personnel agreed to cross, and did’ cross’, during the training period. 

The c@Jry was given a part in this battle and some of the tanks 
.Fre equipped with ,grapnels for. theJ,,purpose of cJe+ring :a, path through ,’ t&‘.&.e.. foi, me. hof$es! 

.,,,’ 
The British,lhird Army, assigned to ,the.Cambrai attack, consisted 

,of _ six ‘1 infantry “divisio&,“ “a cavalry corps; l()up guns, and the 
>, ‘available Tank’ ,opir@’ :of nine battalions $$th 378 fighting.‘. tanks ,and 338 admi&&ati”e ,vdhicles ; ‘?g: to&y : &’ ,496 veljieles. !, 

Br.iefly, the.@an .of the Third ‘Army. was: to break -the Hind&burg 
1 ine , sei,ze CambraJ , qurlon Wood +d passages, over the Sensee r!ve.r , 
then to i.%latG the enemy south of .,the, S@see and west of the ‘Canal du 
Nerd and; finally, 

‘. iia’lencfenties. VJ.. 
tc, expl@t! ,the, ‘success in the direc,tion’, of 

ti, the: ,first, @@se’: .the i~nfantry ws expected to .&cupy 
i , Tt?e $reveco,ur t ~,+l3~r+i~~~ I- M+coing - Canax du Noid; ; the cavalry 
Wi? ‘$i$ <,:Fo ‘$ss’,:;,$rouFjh this rine ” at @‘snieres, ,‘-‘&nd’ at &rcoing, 
capture C+nbr$~~’ cross !.,the ‘&i&e i .ca@ture. @$llencourt and’ ,,Pai.i’$uel ‘.,> ,..:. :;:y,.. 1, 
and move .,wi”th its right on valenciennes,” airing this time the 3d 

.’ C&-N I&S’ to’ ‘form. a, .defensive ‘flank. ‘on the r!ight of the Thi%rd *my. 
YIhe ‘cavalry Was ‘given the, mission -of &tting Ihe“ Valemiellxz+~i 

“line to aid the ‘3d Cor$s ,in’inbving toward the northeast. ” “’ At. 1, 6’1 , M ‘&&gal; :$& ‘:&es;’ ,.@ ,356 :... t;?ni<s. forward’: and ;Ge 
firearranged arti’llery f?re.,’ started;, :.I$‘&’ element of &i&rise &qed ‘a bjig, ,$& iti tie; <,’ s,+&s df’.‘,‘“+j~“;:“ac~~~~* 
drenches w&e ,reached and cros:s’ed 

?I& Hind&it&-g wire, and 

the defender, and Havrincourt, 
a,s~“plan&+d, ‘much ‘to the ] surprise of 

and”‘occupied . < 
@Wing ,” and Phsnleres +re’ captured ,: ,(’ . . 1,..,, ; /.:.. 4 

i 
wile” the passige, ‘of the .&&b&g thch&~ ~3s being ‘n@e, n&y 

interesti$‘incidents”occu~$ed. .‘l,hk co&rider of a tank observed that 
the-~ infantry appeared, to’ be under fire; ‘hiit- none of the cre,w cod.d 
locate “the. point’ from which the fire MS coming.’ Fi,nally, three 
infantry ‘scouts’ advanced tow&d ’ the tank’” by: rushes. ,me. of them 
reached the tank’ and ,,~zS,‘&h, his,.“hat ‘on ‘,his., bayonet, indicated the 
direction’ of the hostiile;machine g’uns. :“lhi$ .tatik had. orders to wait 
until‘.’ the ‘next’ tank drod ‘its fas$ine into the, second trench before 
trying, to cross, it tiving already drop&3 its. own. fascine. However, 
the infantry ~3s under ,f ire from guns. which had been located, .so the 
tank commander decided to .attem#,t ” a cro’ssing of the second. Line 
unaided. ” lhis was finally accomplished and, the- tank made for the 
machine guns near the ‘crest of, a1 hill. ‘Ihe Gehan‘ gunners m&de no 
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move ‘to’ leave their ‘position or’ cease firing; 
.~ 

th’ey continued their 
fire regardless of the a&roaching tank until their capons and one of 
the gunners were crushed by the tank. 

In response to a signal from the,, tank corm\ander , the British 
infantry ,now came forward Without ,lossesi Being too, far ahead, the 
tank coqmnander could have -ited for the rest of ‘the. ‘tanks which, ware 
comi,ng pith 
Ad-& bi:l l,? 

the,, .inf antry, ,.,but: he dec jded to. ,move on over the ,crest: of 
,p;S soon, as .he,had.‘done’ this, he obServed four German field 

” ‘guns“trhich .wre a short distance a&y ‘and apparently prepared ,tb fire. 
‘Xhe ,German gunners seemed to be as much surprised as the tank ‘crew. 
‘@though ‘no . doubt reaPi zing that he iJas alone and unsupported, and 

I thht the’ gti’ ns. ~could go into action before he could move his tank out 
: .. of‘. ,thei,r.:,:ifreJd ;of fire’,,,. the t&k cormnander gave’ orders for full speed 
_ ., ,:8@@.. ,;‘:‘.;: 

,. 
: .,.\I.; :’ i ‘. .++i3 ;+ *.WLth 6. wapbns ,firing:! the ‘tank made for the ‘battery, at ,about 4 
g ;~+.I~,~, i,iti3 hi’ghest .,speed&~$ ,. the German gunners soon .*nt into 

act?qp, f ,Fe first,: tE,,rounds Fre h!gh,..‘then ,one gun fired.,stlort, the 
a&m of Jhe gunners, no doubt, ,being somewhat influenced by the 
suddeness of ‘the attack and the exci,tement of the moment. Tthe tank 
commander ‘was at first ,, undecided as to whether to zigzag in his 
approach and .t.hus cause’ the’ gunners to re-lay, but, as the tank drew 

,. neayer, ,he .d~ecided against this ;‘course. and-continued straight for the 
,$ centerof fhe8,batter.y.. $Ie ,*.@nk ,ms a .few yards. from the guns. wfien 

‘:r;,#%-; upper icab was :, struck by a she11 , temporarily dazing’ ,the crew. Che 
:’ man -$as ‘f&ail; :yu&ed-‘by ‘a ,+heii &inter. The crew’ recovered’,,and 

‘;.,,:the,,$ank: cont$nued, ‘rn*h’:to ,,:, the qurpr.ise of the artill.erymen.. In a _. 
moment it VaS among ” the guns, the fire’ f ram, its, machine guns ‘and ‘the 
case.‘&& from its six:, pounders -wiping out. the remainder ‘of, the gun , .,:I.; ,, ./ .-crews; ! 1 
,‘,’ ‘. l’he ‘infan!ry' and 2the; ,other tanks arrived’ and the partly .disabled 
%ank’&&d ’ out to aid in taking the next ‘objective. 

‘. 
bb casual ties 

occurred’ among:, the. remaining.-‘mam&is. of the crew during this,.‘brt.‘“of 
““the ‘action’ al’tihough several were, &lightly wounded by bullet q&ash. 

‘Ihe next mission. of this tank & to seize a bridge over a canal 
for, the. use, of the troops foll&ing. l@e.’ toute pass+ through Mairie 
and, as the tank was passing through this ,place, retreating *@an 

.‘, artillery limbers ‘were ‘observed in ‘another ,street meking for the canal 
: ,..arJr_3e: J5l--dge. -‘T&e.-: .tank~ conrqander fo13owed : the 1 imbers and ordered 

hi’s gunners to hold. their fire 
; -g~.:‘he reasoned thit-;the .gimtige wo;lid 

qot ,y .‘blown up as long, as t$.‘art$lery ‘“s, on his side of the canal. 
+s; soon as the, 1 imberS ,passed across” the bridge, the German officer 
,.detail.ed to ‘destroy’.the br,idge., came up to ‘see if. any more German 
troops were to use. the bridge and ,found that tank upon. it,. ?he ’ tank 
gunriers.~ fired at”him,but missed’ as he ran .‘under the bridge to light 
the ‘f&e. w of the’ tdnk’ cre&&i,ckiy .foiloti and shot’ him wjth 

;’ their revoivers *fore’ .he succeeded .in lighting the-’ fuse, thus saving 
the ,b?ihge i The tank moved, forward Jnto, ‘position ‘to cover the 
approach ‘to the bridge, and “a&it the coming of ,the infqnt$y . 

:.,&en the’ infantry and another tank arrived, preparations were made 
J-5 



to return the tank that saved the bridge to its rallying point as the 
crew were by this time exhausted.- ,Deciding to give them a 1 ittle more 
time to rest before starting back, the tank commander withheld the 
order to move back. Before the order tis issued he was requested to 
aid an infantry company which was being held’ up by fire from a nearby 
ridge. Knowing he ‘had only enough gas to reach the rallying point and 
that, by thi,s time , all-’ other tanks h&d, gone back and, consequently, 
he, trbuld have “no tank support, 

* 
.‘md believing ’ that his crew’ ws 

,physically incapable df .the addition&!- effort necessary to t&z-the 
strong point on :the‘ridge, ‘the tank cdmmandei at,first decided against 
making this additional effort;’ As the infantry officer .&IO, had made, 

R 

the request moved away to return to his company, the tank commander 
changed, his mind, and called for three volunteers from’ his remaining 
si,x men. The,- six men. responded. ti soon ‘as the tank reached the, h.ill 
i:t.,icame under very heavy fire from- all ,directions. 919 machine gun 
,bein”g opera’ted by k the tank”corWnder jM and’, ‘as the tank LW now closi to $.. &y& ., croo”g; he opend,’ the front flap and fired,‘at them 
with j his ‘revolver .“.; L&d splash from *bullets striking the open” flap 
blinded the commander, but case shot from the tank six-pounders drove 
the German troops from the ridge;, Soon thereafter three shots from a 

.German field gun struck the tank .and set it, on fire. His. vi,sion 
having improved somewhat by this ,time, the tank commander moved his 
men from the +ank and; taking chzirge. of some of the: many German guns 

’ ,left on the ridgei .prepared to hold’,the position until’ ‘the arriva! of 
” the infantry;. *Wih .,&se kapons ,‘:Wd tie’ small’ tank crew;‘. &i&j’; MS 
-augmented by the arrival’ of an ,officer and three men from an infantry 
company!). three counter attacks ” &re <’ stopped , and the,. ridge ‘I&s” held 
until the rest of the ,:infantry arrived; * ‘, 

Graincourt was the’ farthest ‘,bint reached by the infantry troops 
during the 20th. ‘The tanks continued on from this place but, due to . 
the.,exhaustion of the foof,,,troo@s by this time, ‘no further’ gains could 

‘be m&&and held.’ ~ At .many: pdintsduting ‘the’ advance, heavy fighting 
took place. Anong the most’ interesting~’ encounters was the duel’ near 
Lateau wood between a tank and ‘a German 5.9 inch howitzer. After the 

Y 

latter had,‘at close range, blown off a part o’f one sponson,and before 
the howitzer ‘gunners. could, load again, the tank struck the big gun ‘and 
crushed iL -’ 

At aTI points’ along the advance the infantry and tanks cooperated 
as planned -except in the, : case- of ‘.one division operating .near 
F’leSqUiereS, which, according’,to ‘General Fuller, had devised an attack 
formdtion~ ‘on Its ,own. ‘niis informatyon: prevented the desired cJose 
cooperation between the division’ ‘and the ‘tanks; and, aS the tanks 
moved forward, “121&y came “over a ridge and found themselves’ under 
direct short range artillery fire from a’ sing’le #III wh%ch ,is said to 
have knocked out sever-$ ‘tanks before it was silenced. ‘l’hese tanks 
evidently came ‘over’ the ridge one at a ,time in plain view of the gun. 

Ihe supp!y tanks were advanced to their new positions, the 
wireless tanks reported ” the capture of Phrcoing, and the tanks 
assigned to! ‘clear the wire for the cavalry opened up wide passages as 
directed. l’he tanks completed their part of the program by 4 PM. and 
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the successful conclusion of the first day’s efforts had more than 
justified the faith of the tank advocates in these vehicles. 

AS no provision had been made for tank reserves in the general 
plan, the best of the remaining tanks and crews were formed into 
companies for use on the 21st. ‘ItJenty-five. tanks aided in the capture 
of Anneux and Bourlon Wood and 24 tanks helped capture Cantaing and in 

a the ,attack on Fontaine-Notre Dame. At the latter place, 23 ,tanks 
entered the town ahead of the infantryb The Germans defended their 
p&ition ‘from’.the, tops of houses; firing at the tanks and thrbwing 
‘bombs on them. l’he British infantry was so exhausted ‘that it could 3 not support’ the tanks and take advantage of the opportunity provided 
by them, so the tanks had to withdraw from the town. 

,Infantry and tanks captured Eourlon Wood. The tanks then went on 
toward the .town of Bourlon, ,nearby, but, owing to. casualties among the 

1 infantry,.,. th,‘troops available were not sufficient to capture and.!hold 
i Bourlon.:. ,mnks and infantry, .attacked both,: Bourlon’ and Fontaine-Notre 

Dame on the ‘25th and ,27th but .did not succeed ‘in taking and holding 
,ei therplace ; The plans .made for the employment of cava*lry’were not 
carried out. ,‘i 

l’he .following incidents in the defense against tanks in Fontaine, 
published in mschenbuch der Tanks, are given to illustrate the 
efficient methods used by ‘both the offense and defense in ‘this early 
instance of “street fighting. (3, 

The author’ and ‘leader was Lie tenant Spremberg, ‘com~nder of the 
,5th ,mmpany, Infantry ‘biment 52. . ” i 
.: i .i, My aim was’, the’ village entrance to Fontaine. Should the first 
,tank ::suCceed in, coming ‘out of. *Fontaine, our battalion L&S lost, since 

‘, it w%ld be subject to the .,flahking fireof the tank on.an ‘open field. 
‘:,: With twenty, men of ,my company I wheeled .somewhat to the right,, ran 

d through the connecting, trench on the double, in order to reach the 
first .house. before the tank arrived. My men with ,full packs, heavy 

:~l&~pS:of clay on:6,their feet, rushed after me; No one held back, as 
‘J each one realized his task, at this moment; 

’ We ‘Saw thetank. about 100 meters ahead of us advancing and, holding 
the entire village street under’ its fire. However, we quickly sprang 
into ,,and behind ‘the yards. We had found a hand grenade dump in a 
previous assault on the .village and tried at first to throw the hand 

‘(J. gre,nades undoer ,,the tracks of the tank. That succeeded. !Ihe single 
y grenades... however were ,too weak in explosive abil.ity,. I. then ordered 

that empty sand bags be brought and .four hand grenades to be placed ,in 
them, with one grenade tied near the top of the bag so that only. the 
firing spring showed. In the meantime the tank, .which had stopped, 
was kept .under steady rifle fire, particulary the eye sli.ts, so, that 
my assault group could work to better advantage. 

1 From Taschenbuch der %nks, 1927, Dr. Fritz Heigl. 
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l’hen came a favorable’ moment and Musicians Buttenberg and 
Schroeder, both storm troopers, rushed upon the firing giant and, from 
throwing ‘distance, tossed two .bunched charges under the tracks. A 
single explosion , the ,tracks on the left side flew in the air ;. and the 
tank, ‘stood still. At this there was a cheer from our ‘little group. 
&I approach was not’ to be thought ,of since the ‘tank, held everything 

. 

under its fire.’ In a ‘few:minutes the fire ceased.., Suddenly ‘a second /( 
tank aeared, armed with cannon, and opened fire, ‘penetrating. ,the 
lowar house walls so that we had to flee into the farm yard,. nl. spite yr 
of that we piaced it under rifle fire ,and’ saw to our dismay that it 
moved to the right side of the tank which wle had disabled. Since we 
cob$d.;-not cross to the ;‘other side of the street, ‘we could do’ it no 
harm;.:even though i.t was, only lO.meters ‘from us. Whathappened? ?he 
second tank evacuated’,the.’ crew of .!the first and, firing constantly, 

,. departed, lik&-a- roaring ,l’ion. ,. :: ’ .” .(( 
grlhen came’ fnformation.. from my noncomnissioned ‘officer :p&t under 

1st Sergeant Litter whom I had ‘placed at the east exit. from Bourlon 
Wood, that .sixteen tanks ware advancing against the est exit ‘of 
Fontaine from Bourlon Wood. Volunteers to report to the regiment! 
Noncormrissioned officer Maletzki, ~$0 made his way through a heavy 
barrage, requested artillery fire. ‘Ihe tanks, some of which were seen 
at 10 : 30, were dest,royed ; The, arti.l.lery, .-particularly the heavy,, i 
artillery, had dompletely put them~dut; So :it was with the @glish 
infantry, .@+ at about 2~00 ,in the. afternoon, were; on the ,defile of 
iBour,lo,n .Wood<, near the ‘western vill.age ,entrance ,,of. Fontaine indense 
,column march. ‘R-is time the.. h@vy artillery fulfilled. its obligation. 
‘Ihe. Ehglish infantry was destroyed. 
temporar,ily halted... ,.’ 

With :that,, the. English attack ww 

,(After 2 olclock) <We all know, that the, hgl&man is tough.’ 
i * 
Near 

3 o’clock they organized another attack- with 80 tanks’deeply echeloned 
on a narrow front, and ,‘,attacked energetically, single ,tanks 
penetrating as far as the village o.f Fontaine. ‘Iheir watchword then 
was clearly, “l’?+e Cambrai , cost what i,t may!” The first ‘tank that 
came ‘into, Fontaine: was C-47. We sat in a house and had prepared 
OUrihlV,$S -11 with armor piercing ‘ammunition and bunched grenades. 
“They are coming! I) was.‘heard. My. orders went to each subordinate 
leader We could_ hardrdy. ..rai.s.e .our heads -..over ,.-the ~i.lower window sills ___._.,_ .R. __ 
so heavy was the ,enemy machine gun and shell fire. It ,w5s necessary 

1 : .’ 1..’ 

,’ I,. .’ : 

* 

1 From Iraschenbuch der %mks, 1927, Dr. Fritz Heigl. 
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to fl& to ‘the~‘yard”since the’shel,ls fired’ from .lO m&e'rS eZiSily 
penetrated: the walls of the house. We let the tank go by and opened 
fire iat nearly 20 meters on the eye slits in the rear walls, at 
leisurely but continuous fire tith armor piercing ammunition; Ihen I 
saw”a reservist firing with trembling hands from a window and hitting 
nothing. Dking his gun# the first shot cracked, and a yellow flame 

~ ~,a@? c~pt.~ of the ~ tank. I re$eated, shot: ,bnce;, more, and al>ready my ,men 
‘,were. yelling:. :: ~,~l,Htrrah’r,l,,ueu~iie~t,r you”hit ,it!“’ flw,:, I( l’&f$fng ..‘, fl;Grn ,+J,& : iQar4;y ,, &“i$oi;e 

I ‘.:Saw’ ‘$Z, Ijeight 
&$ ;, out, co~er+.,~ ‘:tJje 

houses, behind the still&ving”: tank. until it suddenly begin to smoke 
and then stopped’. The tank crew fired wildly’ at us so that none of my 
men could approach. After about five minutes the doors. of the ‘tank 
opened. ; 

.:‘Ei;re. E.; 
Be1 ieving ~ that the crew wished’ to ‘surrender ji we. held our 

igut “16,: ’ ‘>ki re’ ,l.$Fe LSf j& e crew-had >no tho&ht of surr’ender, but%ntinued to ,p ,?: , 
uryi .as they -&a o&e ‘kh&d .ffree&j : .ai r.’ _j :ti co&&d t as 

repeated to .direct fire against the now closed doors. Tihis Jncident 
perhaps lasted ,seven minutes. All of a sudden everything in the tank 
(M$f qJi$ej ‘~fi,~ing,~,;c~sed~,I:.;~‘.Careful’l~y’ +t v& i:up, ii&j :b@& ‘& door 
and found truly that the entire crew had met their battle death.;’ 

&ew tanks :&We <reported by 1st Sergeant- Utte’r’. ’ One .of these 
monsters came along the road from Wpaume as far :-as the schoolhouse in 
spite of, the ,-fact, that p continued ;‘to ply’ ,it with armor :,$ercing 

, ammuni tion,J , ‘At. this;,“@iht on, the road ti, had, a- tichiq~.gun that wz 
had: taken .&er ’ from ,‘the 46th &ii&t during a ‘&i&r ,‘attack. : eint 
blank, fire &as /placed”‘on the”’ right sidez’bf 1 the ’ ttank, up ‘.to. counter struck; ,,‘~i;;~ ,blarik .fire US p~a~~~ ~~-tlb~ rigtit .,side’ of ~~, tank’ ‘lip 
ta > ‘5 metdis, “‘but, ,) then w ‘j.j&$ :,b flee ‘to’ : “tie” ho& ., .j %,..+“ &nkz:“mved 
suddenly to the south p&t of the, village and: ‘began to smoke: ‘&e 
followed j suddenly” the, crew thre?, ,smoke : bombs ,and utilized the 
opportunity to escape-to the cellars. W’ took possession of the tank 
,but were unable to find any’ trace of the. crew, who surely were 
provided with civilian clothing by the residents who remained. 

Suddenly (at 4:30), behind us is heard a characteristic and well 
known din. We saw at the road bend toward Cambrai , and awaited with 
de1 ight , two motor guns. Conrmanding them was a keen captain who 
reported to me immediately and became oriented. At once the captain 
placed one gun at the road bend toward Bourlon wood and placed one, 
concealed, ,near the Bapaune road. 

Soon, through the defile, as into a rat trap, from Bourlon Wood 
came nine tanks toward Fontaine. Ihe gun crews stood to their guns, 
burning with eagerness. lhe captain connnanded “Steady men, it will 
soon be time .’ Now the tanks are climbing out hardly 100 meters away. 
The conrnand rings, I8 Rapid fire! ” The first tank rears upward, those 
following ha1 t . me direct hit after another strikes the tank 
company. The crews, which ware left alive, fled and abandoned sound 
tanks. For us it was a rare, fine moment. All praise to the motor 
gims an! their personnel. ‘, -: .I 
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In Font&be now wlere ‘concentrated all available troops. The 
English appeared to have given up their, desire for further advance. 

In a crater on the road, to Sapam,< lay a tank. welts of every 
possible, organization had, with tremendous losses, attempted to storm 
the colossus. Constantly, new ‘,tpops of the steadily ,increasing 
units, stormed it and vre regretfully required to re,treat because of 
hea? 10s.~. lhe. &ink. crew defends itself well l ’ They mow !dom ,in I 
.eypry djrection. with their i machine guns, ‘: 30 to 40, b&e field grays, 
she dead, some &mded,, l‘ie about the monster.. My. lst,. SkLgeknt Uban 
and MuSi,cian ! Schoenwetter bend all, ,their skill and succeed. 
along, using every crater ,for. cover, 

Crawl ing 
they approach the monster and 

r 

strike against the doors’ with rifle butts. (Ihe doors vJlere openedand 
a single @glisMan appeared.. The rest of the crew .mre already dead. 
aie ,,~glistx&n A’N:~ ,had ,,I defend+,, .: himself so .bravely us taken 
prisoner, D me machine gun, W,“.:,only one still capable, of firing -was 

.i +en.,as,:a .tirophyi .(_I’ ‘, ,. ” ,’ ,. 
L . . : .,. (‘. :“.; ,;ii.‘, i ‘, -: 

: i&Mx&& 28th the tank..~.units’$ad b&me so depleted i&t,:it, ms 
decided: .to wi.thdrai t&o of .t& ‘tb;li(. brigades. This plan was carried 
out and,. while it ES in progress,: the remaining tanks and exhausted 
infantry had to beai m brqnt of the strong German counter attack, 
which started on November 309, and which,.,due to lack of preparation 
by -the S$ti@ :fpr such a contingency, was destined to turn the tables 
and ’ prqctically,~.,\tripe out,; the advantages g@wd in the brill,iant 
vi,ctory +f glie; 20th and ?l+. Ir By.*wa~ of. ,comparisq ,of ‘kesults ,, it was 

(noted that an advance(;of 10,000 yards, from a base,l3,040 yards:,wide, 
k&n#~bnXh6 20th ‘&li about twl\ie: Iiotirs, while at the l’hird Battle 
gf Ypres, ;it rec@r$d thrp knkhs. to effect a, similar advance. .The 
tqk force at. Cambrai nWerl(id ab&t 4200 men. Ihe .casual ties, in,. the 
3r$ yd 4th Corps during, tly 20th emeded 4000. v -. 

I. 
,*.’ 4. . . _’ ‘, 

: ‘( 

.- .; _. 

Reprinted from The Fighting Tanks ,Since 1916, by Jones, Rarey, 
and I&s. 
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awiyne, ~Fugust 21, 1918. ,, mj “: b. _ ‘, 
.lhe plan was. for the +&-d British Army ‘to ‘attack north of the 

Ancre toward Bapaurie on August 2lst,,’ while’ the Fourth British Army 
attacked south of this river.’ August 22nd ws to be used by the Third 
Army in preparation for a continuation of the attack of the 23rd., If 
success attended the efforts on the’ 23rd, both armies were to exploit 

0 any advan,tages gained, and ~ the’ First Army on the north. as to -make an 
aaiti&l a,+ck:g,+ ‘,,,I’ : ,‘., ~ “:; . 0,’ ,_ 

To the !l’hird-.,Army’. Wre ‘allo’tted the I. following’: .’ tie 1st mnk 
‘I) brigade, consisting of one battalion of whippets; one battalion of 

Mark IV tanks, one battalion of t&rk v tanks, and ‘the”battalion of 
armored cars;: -the --2d --Tank :Brigade,- consi-sting .- & one battalion of 
whippets,...:.one battalion, of. ~~rk:.,IV’tanks, ‘and one battalion of Mark V 

. ..tanks.; ‘and <the 3d ,pnk, tiigade consisting of tM battal’ionsof hrk V 
- tanI& T and ‘; one., battalion of miti, ,v ‘:‘Star 2 tan&. “. hGis ardy ‘_ as to 
d,eliver I the “principal attack. ‘Ihe,.,Fourth, Army w&s’ to be. assisted by 
,the’.4th and 5th+!i!ank,.#rigades, each of ‘which, had three battal:ions of 
Mark V diaiiks:. c&though, ‘15 $attili~s~: ;Wefe’ thl;rs allotted for this 
actioni these units wzre much reduced Ci nunbers of tanks airailable, 
due to the- casualties incurred +: in the QMzle of Amiens, and the 
battalions ,at ;,this ‘time had only. from 10 to, 15 tanks each. 

About ,’ this’ ,time the Germ&is adopted ‘neti tactical methods ..of 
.,,defens,e which consisted:mainly’:iWholding the .front line, lightly; as a 
.:l~ine of observation, or ‘outpost ‘line:, Mth their reserves:. and guns 
farther back, ,thus extending. the< depth .,of their defense,:’ ‘;,ti ‘.acco’unt 
of,, thiis ,extension and ‘the difference in:’ manewerability of the three 
types of tanks available, zthe, @~itid’&rmy ,ar@nged for ,the Mark ‘IV to 

’ go no farther than the, &id:objective, ;while-‘the Mark: V and Mark V Star 
tanks WEtre’to,- .aid in the attack on :the ,&&-oejec,kivq and go as fir as 2 the Alber t+Uras rai lw&. ‘- Ihe Whi’ppets were’ to operate beyond the 
railway. 

‘Inaddition to Squadron, No. 8 of the Ibyal ,Air Force, Squadron NO. 
7: 73 was -attached to the Tank Corps for use against German field guns.!. 

Starting at .4:45 AM; the’, Mark IV tanks and their infantry took 
the first, objective and moved. on to the second objective which was 
hurriedly evacuated by the German troops. 

A different situation was encountered, hawver, when the Mark V, 
Mark V Star and Whippets arrived at the railway. This line had been 
-prepared--for -defense, and was ,strongly held .by -machine Igun nests -and 
by field guns placed well forward. In addition to these -measures, it 
:was found that the points on the railway which were’ not embanked were 
defended ,by concrete blocks and iron antitank stockades. Ihe fog 

“’ :, . 
” 

;I / ,y I, : ; i, ,, ‘.. ~:,. 
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lifted about the time the tanks arrived, ,::with the result -that they 
came under very heavy fire. ‘A nunber of tanks mre put out of action 
at this time but the infantry, who avoided the tanks, moved forward 
without many casualties. Che of t$e Whippets succeeded in getting 
across the railway before the fog lifted but it was then right in 
front of the German guns and MS put out,, of action& The tank 
commander got his crew out of the tank -&I@ then went back to the point 
of crossing, under heavy If ire, to ‘warn the other tanks which w&e 

‘intending to. cross ,at tha,t point. M soon as the tfog l.i, fted , the 
‘,planes- designated ,,,for attacking,, fi’eld’ ‘guns. came fo&ard and were of 
materiaJ assistance from this time on. At some’pdints~‘the German 
machine. gunners and artillerymen fought’ to the last’; while at others 
large groups surrendered before the. tanks jcould use their weapons. 

The ,crews: of ‘the Hark V and. Whi,ppet tanks suf.fered sever&y ‘from 
lack ‘of. ventilation,: heat,’ engi,rie.-f&s;:. ,and+ gas:. ,Jn, @me casesthe 
entire crew Q.opf”> the I$rk : ,V’. tanks, fai-nted and the:,.. tanks were 

S[consequently;l’dut ,of ’ action ,temporarily; due to J the :,:fazult in design 
whereby the crew{ compartment i tis not :, properly ventilated’; ’ After. ‘about 
an fhour’ of operation, the’,Whippets “were almost <as- bad in this respect 
as the Mark V tanks. men .the weabns became hot, and the steering 
wheel, in one case, became too hot tohold. ” 

The armored carsoperated successfully after the Whippet tanks had 
towed them thro@h, a large hole in’ the road near ,Bucquoy . Passing 
through .this .place;..they’ ‘entered.‘~‘&hiet-le+etit before, the. infantry 
arrived and put ‘several machine:, gun nests out of. action. %q caris 
receivedfdirect.-hits at’, this~place and Ere: knocked out. ‘. .,:.i 

:‘Ihe objecti’ves .:set .:for this.-date were“gained. The cost in tank 
Cq~Ual;$&,gS ,ys 37 out : of ‘,the ,19!0 tanks used,; 

’ me ~fo~l,owing. account, ‘which’. describes. an instance’ of a ’ tank 
catching on ‘fire during ‘this 
Marriso~ a member of’ the 

action and. which $&s .wr:itten by L; A. 
crew , was’ published In the B~yal: ‘Ilirnk Corps 

Journal : _ 
By August 21st w were behind Courcelles and Gommecourt,. !where the 

enemy were concentrated ,i in force. We’ were warned of tank traps, 
antitank guns, and, all’ sorts of other. devices to entertain ‘us.. The 
weather was still mainly fine, which ws lucky for us, for we slept at 
night beneath our buses. At least we’ -r-e ,fairly safe from shelling 
and bombing. : 

We,-=nt forward from the tape in an. impenetrab1.e curtain of fog. 
Not &leaf-- stirred; .even the, sound .--of the- guns seemed--blanketed. At 
eight o’clock,. e’ ware in the thick of it, firing going on from all 
directions, the dense mist enveloping us, and none of us ~knowing 
exactly what was happening. lhen all manner of’ accidents took place 
at once. ?he crew coder bravely got out of the bus to discover 
how = stood, and to get into touch, if possible, with company 
headquarters; a few minutes later we were surrounded by Germans; one 
of them got under the six-pounder and fired his automatic through the 
aperture; poor Morris at the other gun was shot through the spine; 
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then the eniine burst into’.flames. I told the gmers ,$a blaze away 
like the devil with machine guns tid revolvers, while’the rest of ‘us 
seitid the ‘Pyrene extinguishers tid directed streams bf acid on the 
bur&ig &g’ine. Dense smoke soon filled the‘ cabi,n, and the. rank 
stench of sihgeing rubber. Wa fought desperately, in terror lest the 
petto went off. The gunners cleared the Germans, all, but: a 

‘d ,perSiStent begger wh6 w&s crawling round the bu& and firing thrGug,h 
\ e&y loophole he could find. 

I Mir&ctiloQ&ly he: ws miising. us.,.by inches., btit ‘he <was j&t. a ,bit 
more &an we ‘i;&ld stand. 4 yl sheet desperation, I got hold 6f a, tills 1 ‘bknb, hopped. out of the cab, and ran ,around.,the back, to meet him ‘face 
to face as, he’ was returning. Wz bpth: .started pck aufbtifically; “I 
suppose it wuld have been funny in, other . ..circ.unsences.’ For a spare 
‘@nent’ ,ya Fdbkhd intk ea&j lother !s eyes; I don’t know what he read in 
ai@, &xcept’ ‘budden futik’;: biit ithe j pi&o1 sl.id fr&’ his fingers and he 
&&t@ rokd %d the’ other .I side f. of t@ bus., This gave me back some 
courage. * I paled :orit .the ‘fiih,,. .iobQed @. bomb over the, btid’ and 

-?%yeke@ d&n .iri -the &jilter of ::its n&r, side.’ The. ‘Mills. tint c&f dll . 
right, tind fragments sang in the air ‘wethead:, 

I was shaking till over. The +y;S ha! opened the sponsor& ‘and were 
heaving !out the, munition. ,eyris was on the ,ground, livid 6nd 
$)eechless, his head wagging from :,side‘, to side. The flames had got 

.,t)e ‘&er hand, a@ the &nter,ior ‘&M a lurid infetno. l’Wo stood ,,!,at 
th@ ‘Tddors and ,thtew qut al.1 ..ti could.’ save ,L tidges , from the Six 
p&Anders,; which ,he .>,$d, al.thougti he, got ,,,?adl,y’ ,bgrned. Mr. ‘Auan 
return@’ then; ‘to fihd his ,bus ‘bl&fig merrily,% ammunition popping 
off; dne of’ thi cre’k dving,.: the reSt p&tty Ildi~ky8@,‘. - ” 

G ‘That was the ,end of our j.&nt ,‘that day. I. found my way tb Btigade 
with Mr. Allan’s’ report, and wa wre ordeqed -to withdraw. We, saw 

t‘ t&rris ‘to a. field dreis,J’n$ ,st+tion and r&tirned. to ,compahy 
hr?adquar ters. ,. 

1 ., a _’ ‘, ri ‘,, ,‘, 

.’ 

‘: : 
,. :. 

‘,. : .I.’ ,;, ‘2 
., I 

.., ” ‘. I 
. 
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Why, htmber 17p 1918. 

This action, carried out by the TIhird and Fourth Armies and in 
.cooperation with the 1st French Army, had for its purpose the capture 
of. the Hindenburg outpst line in order to secure observation over the 
main line and to permik the advancing of the artillery positions for 
the maih attack. 

F 
_i 

I. ““.* .‘I$nks ware not. useduntil September .18th,, when ‘j GHi’ aliitted the 
'4th and 5th tink ,Brigades to the ,Faurth ,Mmy. Twenty Mark V tanks of 
the 2nd Battalion, the first to arrive, supported the 3rd Australian r, 
Corps and 9th Gorps over a wide front. visibility was poor during the 
fight, and the tank compasses sn these tanks proved useful. 01 the 3rd 

s Coqqe front, Epehy .1 was .! taken,. ~~-many:~~ ,Germans surrenderi,ng upon ,’ the 
, $rriyaL.o,$~ ,t$e, tanks. ,:.lhe viliage,&f bnssoy was,. w,Jl defended, by 
,machine, guns .v&t$ armor piercing, armnunition and ‘by: the, German antitank 

!,;:r$fte:s:. ,Jhe ,..infantr!y us stgpped in .the attack on ‘Fresnoy by, heavy 
,: mac,,hine :v;,gun!: fire:.,,, coming .::,f rom, the s.trong point .called,, ,.the 
Quadrilateral, a strong ,fortified system of trenches. and .buildings 
which were an important part of the Fresnoy and Selency defenses. TM 
tanks advanced .against this resistance. The first one to arrive 
became ditched in a sunken road, near the strong point and the intense 
m&chine gun fire prevented the crew from using the undi-tching beam. 

1 .1 :Xn the meantime;!, the driver of -.thezi second;: tank. had been killed and the 
j :asslistant ~driver‘badly w.unded, .,so :the tank comnander personally’ drove 

his, ,.tank,L whil;er;.the rest of the crew operated ,the guns until: ‘the tank 
caught on fire, As the crew left this, tank, .they. were surrounded and 
captured,: by the Germans. The crew of the first tank then left their 
tank,. removing their. machine,.guris, and taking up a position away fro: 
the, :tik, he)d the Germans.. off until the infantry arrived. 
diversion of many Germany weapons to these two tanks had, ii’. t& 

w 

meant ime, so lessened the opposition to the British infantry that it 
was able to advance without difficulty. %nssoy and Hargicourt wxe 
also captured on this date, although the attack had not, made rapid x 

progress during the day. 
The advance was not star ted again until September 21st, when an 

attack,, was made by troops of the 3rd Corps against the Knoll, 
Guillemont, and Quennemont farms. Nine tanks in all, seven Phrk V and 
two Mark. V Star supported ‘this. attack. .D? this. action, land mines, 
field guns, antitank rifles and machine guns using armor-piercing 
ammunition opposed the tanks. There were not enough tanks to ,take 
care of the German machine gun nests and the attack failed. he tw 
!&r-k. V Star tanks successfully carried their load of infantry machine 
gunners and their Wagons forward, but the tanks wxe under such heavy 
machine gun fire when they arrived at their destination that the 
transportation troops cou1.d not be unloaded at the point designated. 

nie next advance was started on September 24th with a view of 
completing the improvement of the line, which, on account of the 
determined resistance up to this. point, had not yet been 
satisfactorily effected. In the meantime the 8th, 13th, and 16th 
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&attalions, together’ with the 5th supply Company tanks had arrived. 
Nineteen mrk V tanks of the 13th Battalion supported tm divisions 
in the attack on this date ‘against F’resnoy71e-Petit and upon the 
Quadrilateral area, the previous attack having secured only a small 
portion of the latter stronghold. The tanks were’ moved up to the 
assault position by the operating crews and the fighting crews ware 

0 l,ater carried forward ‘by truck,. During the final approach march, some 
difficulty was had ,oii account .of. the ‘semaphores of the tanks catching 
‘on.the ‘ov.erhead signal wire’s,. ,During ‘this part of the approach ‘march, 

rp the.Germans used<gas effectivelyi causing the tank crews to war their 
masks for two or more hours and, when they had arrived at the assault 
position, German planes dropped flares over the tanks and they were 
‘subjected -to heavy shell fire. Antitank ‘guns were used effectively 
and about half of the tanks ware put out of action. Infantry troops 
andi three ,tanks ‘entered the ~,.Q.iadr~ilateral ,but .,a11 three tanks ’ were r)irfock+j “But bjj’ oh ermdn \g&,; “‘i3y. night the i3ri tish line had been 
brought,,:, Co a’ po{nt ’ which flanked the Quadr,ilateral, and certain 
!‘obserLation .$$nts had been gained,; ‘but the full object of’ the attack 
had not been accompl ished. 

~‘lhe following account, which describes an instance of the use of 
tanks to carry infantry troops /arid of the effect of gas on the tank 
crew, was writtten by L. A. mrrison, and appeared in the tiyal ‘Ihn.k 
%orps Journal. 
L ,;In’. .:tho$e ‘,,1late 2September days, with the day1igh.t fading and the 
first’ileaf falling and the:-winter chill ‘advancing, a new emotion came 
to ,warm: us’,-and cement us st,ill more closely. lhis PBS the strange, 
exdi$ig &n& Of 'f'$ictory ,khat @&r-d& ‘the ai r. You could feel it; 
yd;u %hrilled to it. XUr news room‘ in those days ,of preparation’ was 
cr,oti$ ‘after the arrival’. of the o’fficial bulletins. The nunber of + prisoners’became incredible; the swiftness of the advance amaiing i We 
girded & our loi,ns and worked feverishly to be ready for the crowning 
,‘tri’uiiph2 ” If we could ca&de Cdmbrai and ail the netmrk ’ on 

12 ~commuriicat’ions’ of which ‘it bs the center, the end muld be in sight. 
The ‘four ‘years’ depression was lifting at last. 

But I was not to see ‘the’ end. my next engagement was the last. 
We advanced’ on the Epehy front against ‘the’ famous Quadrilateral near 
Frestioy-1 e-Peti t . The Quadrilateral ‘was’ the pivot on which the German 
~defense hinged ‘in this. sector. Groups of, cottages had been reinforced 
and ~~fdrtified -and- encircled -by ‘-an ‘elaborate- system off trenches. .1t 
Was infested With field guns and antitank guns, and simply bristled 
with machine guns. And we hadn’t nearly enough tanks that day to make 
good “our losses. 

To, Save “the storming troops till the last moment, we packed as 
many as we could inside our buses. mlk,about sardines! The infantry 
didn’t enjoy their ride and vowed that the Tank Corps was a vastly 
‘overrated affair when it came to a question of comfort. But when they 
caught a glimpse of the %loudburstY outside they ware resigned to 
remain where they, were. Wa dipped and dodged, taking advantage of 
every bit of natural cover .there was, but the bombardment found us 
everywhere,. However, it was the gas that defeated us. There is no 
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saying how far we might have gone if we could have had free use ,of our 
faculties. But when the gas barrage drifted toward us and began to 
seep into our bus, we ere handicapped as much as if we had been 
bl indfolded and handcuffed. lb clamp. a boxrespirator’ over, your face 
in a hermetically sealed cab ‘with the ‘temperature at a hundred degrees 
is a bit too thick. ee sweat streams do,wn, the damp folds cling to 
your face, the eye piece dim, you can see nothing at all, and .you,,feel 
-you ,are suf foc,ating . All ,the while the bombardment, ,;went on., 
concentrating,.,on each ‘tank as:,a spearpoint of attack; ,. $,ells missed 
us by hair’s ,breadths; our sides’ were splintered ‘with shrapnel. and 
machine-gun bullets; we couldn” t see, ‘where to go or what to do?. ‘, and 
the gas clung persistently round us. Again and ‘again we, pushed our 
hands into our respirators to sniff the air, but it was no use;, the 
buswaspermeated., ,.:. ,- .,’ ‘., ” 
:$~., We, jogged, along aimlessly, !dodging,, dipping, zizag&ng,, .swinging 

away f ram shell craters that were ‘, suddenly formed in f rant: ,of, ‘.,our 
; ,p$es tj At ’ last it b&came intolerable. There we were c the ., engine 
roaring; the guns, blat&g, the ,cab ‘sticked with explosives; seven of:. a 
crew and fourteen of the infantry “with not en&h air to ‘keep: an 
oyster al ive . I couldn,lt stick it any longer. Besides, I couldn’ t 
see, anything. I whi.pped off ,the mask ‘and sniffed the air. It didn’ t 
seem so bad now, and the fact that I could see and hear was 
everything. 

qt loncj. afterwards a terrible cramp seized ‘me, right across the 
‘stomach. It-& pain increased, gripping,, me until: I doubled up in agony. 
,Ihen I- began ,:to vomit, violently,, endlessly. Berything seemed to ,be 
upheaving. :I thought it would, never .stop., ‘I co’ughed, spluttered, 
choked and, retched, rolling ,on the floor .with my knees up; I didn’t 
care a’ cuss what happened to me ;, If, the bus’ had blown up it would 
have been a blessed reiief’. Something did ha&en to the bus, ,soon 
after, -but not as bad as that. 
put us out. of ‘action; 

A shell pierced the rear sprocket, and 
The crew had then a terrible fusillade $0 

withstand before the’y could withdraw, during which the armor :was twice 
penetrated by an antitank gun. h;’ Allan applied such remedies’ ,as‘ he 
could find in the first-aid chest, but nothing seemed to help ,until 
the vomi,ting ceased. When evacuation was decided upon they .anted’, to 
take’me along on a stretcher, but I had the decency to’ resist and 
hobbled back with them’ somehow, clinging to a couple of .shoulders, as 
far as the field ambulance. Luckily for ;me .they didn’.t inquire .too 
closely into my case,, at the C.C.S.,, 
fault. ” 

for really it was all my own 

By the time I was back the battalion had withdrawn to bill’ets ‘near 
dlangy, and the, Armistice was signed before we were called, upon again. I 

‘, ”  1 

‘Reprinted from The Fighting Tanks Since 19i61 by Jone,s,‘ 8,Rarey, and 
Icks. i/ .I 
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A good description of what a tank action looks like from the 
inside of a tank is cdntained in a report of the personal experiences 
of 2d ,Lt. Paul S. Haimbaugh, U.S. Army, one of the tank commanders .in 

.th 301st Sattalion,during the action.on the.8th of October, an extract d from which ‘follows: i * .,& ‘k $6, d;ush&ys spri;lg. & ti*ei;-j& *&’ start “‘forward* .Y&l 
hrg6,‘.‘$uf tank :on ‘until y&f ‘are’ nosing “the barrdge; ahead the German 

il ii;;ress; signal+ flare in. the sky. In ,a moment the enemy barrage will 
Hare it is,, and it’s disconcertingly close. You think maybe 

YOU ‘better zigzag a’ bit; .m&&e ’ you can dodge -‘em. The doughboys 
trudge sturdily on and here, and there one sags “into a heap (shell 
spl inters) . (Be shell nearly gets you as it bursts nearby, with the 
rending crash peculiar to high explosive., ‘Seems like it nearly lifts 
your tank .into the air. A dozen pneunatic hammers start playing ,a 
tattoo on the sides and front of your tank, and splashes of hot metal 
enter’ the cracks and sting your face and hands. 

Well, it’s up to you to locate the enemy machine guns and put them 
out. Cbservation from the peep holes reveals nothing. You pop your 
head through the trap door and take a quick look around. i There they 
are. A hast,y ,:command to the, ,, six+ounder and machine gunners. Crash! 
gc)es .the po& { .six+oundet, : and i ,the tank, is “filled with the fumes of 
cordite . ,I A hit! ., ,A coupl@more .in ‘the’ same place and a belt of 
machine gun cartridges suffices’ to quiet’ttit machine gun nest. .,; 

Vomli: ‘onInfantry! IV As ,$@e tank pass,es, ‘you see the grey forms 
Opratiled grotesquely around their guns., You are glad the “bus? is :‘a 
mal,e for these six-pounders certainly do the mrk. 

i 1,~ Up aheadi is a railway embankment’ and a qunken road, a likely place 
,-for @chine: gun nests. ‘Bt-tit4zat.l ,$hey.‘ve ,already begun to strafe 

:‘,yo,u; Slipping from your, seat yog ‘!.shout “&&an& to your gunners. 
._ Picki.nQ’ targets‘: they pepper away. .wi th t&:%achine guns and 

d six-pounders. “ihe noise ‘is “‘terrific‘ and the tank is filled with 
cordite, and gasol ine furies. There is a sickening smell of hot oil 
about. ‘You are pretty close now, so you order case shot and the 
six-pounders rake the embankment and road with iron case shot, with 
deadly, effect. lhe place is a shambles-grey forms sprawled in the 
road-huddled in’gun holes-lying in position about their guns. 1t:s 
war, and y0t.i had to get them first.. A tilf -a dozen Germans scramble 
to their feet with hands upraised and you let them pass to the rear. 
Vbma on Infantryl” ,. 

‘: Your tank surmounts ,the emb&kment”and your hair raises for &‘a 
ridge ‘500 yards ahead are tkK) 77’s, sacrifice ‘guns left to get you. 
Crash! Another one which lands close sends a shower of dirt.and 
stones against the side of the tank. Working like mad, your gunner 
sends four shells a’fter the tm guns.’ Good work, for they are 
si 1 enced . Che member of the two gun crews is able to run away. 

Beads of perspiration stand on your forehead. Hot wrk this. ‘Ihe 
combination of pokier and gasoline f-s, the smell of hot oil and 
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the exhaust begins to daze you but you pull, yourself together. and 
rumble oh. 
“mopping up,” 

%e infantry swings along behind, bombing dugouts and 
assisted by your running mate, a female tank armed with 

machine guns only. 
It’s a mile to your objective now, but it’s a mile of thrills. 

You get “shot-up,” put out a half dozen machine gun nests; clean up 
another sunken road with machine guns -placed every. ten feet along it. 
A one-*under in a hedge scares you with several #zll placed ‘shots 
before it, goes “west:” some German ,, artillery observer, my, ‘,baek, 
s&+s you’;;, and chases you lover the landscape, dropping noiJ a, shell in 
front and then in back of ‘youL~‘ Hare is our’ objective! you wait for 
the, infantry -to come up and your’, crew enjoys a breath of. fresh air* 
After the infantry has dug in, and consolidated its position, you turn 
towards the rallying ,point. . . 8. .; : ;‘. ,: ,I, .” ‘. 

:; :..* .1 ./., ‘t .,z’ ‘8 i ,,( .‘:,’ . . i ‘/ ,, ,’ 
>I .t..,:L? ,‘, /.I, ./, .,,‘&J, 

, .? ,,~ j, ‘? ., ,c s / ,>’ y i ; I’, .:. 
,;.: -’ / ,.. :, 
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from 'Ihe Fighting Tanks Since 1916, ‘by Jones,, Ffarey; and, 
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TANK VERSUS TANK: 

VILLERS-BRETdNDlX, APRIL 24, 19i8. 
d :,: , 

.’ /:, , ‘. 

a Fourteen heavy tanks wre assigned for this action. liey Wre 
formed’ into three groups and assigned: three tanks to the 228th ’ 
Infantry Division, six to the Fourth Guard Infantry Divison, and, .five 
to the 77th Reserve Infantry Division?“, The first two groups were’ to 
attack ,‘Viller&Bretonneux in conjunction \?ith the infantry and the 
last group w&s .to attack ‘Achy .: ‘,i, , ” ‘1 

,pyno’tig the instructionsi’.given to ,one ‘group c&inander ‘the ‘following 
items appeared : “NO. !3, the cower’s tank $li be tJe guide; the 
ol$$” ‘tw will follow at a distance of 200 meters in echelon to the 
right and rear. If, during .the combat, the infantry .should request a 
tank, their request is to be granted in any case. Six ‘men of the 
207th Infantry will be ,assigned to each ,tank as patrols.” ~ 

‘I)+o motor trucks, loaded with fuel,, ammunition; ,intrenching tools, 
etc., weke assigned, to ! each group, lh++ vehicles were ’ ‘to foll$w 
thei’r’ groupe! by” bounds. ’ : ‘, )_:’ ,: 

Ihe terrain’was ,very favorable for’,:the use of tanks,? mere‘ w&e 
fe3 obstacles, and the fields,.over,a Qhich .,the attack w&s to take place’, 
were dr.y , There was a heavy foQ ‘at the start and a heavy bombardment 
was: catr ied out during the appro$h ’ march to prevent the British from 
hearli,ng the noise made by the tanks. 2 “‘I,’ I’ Engine trouble in ,-one ‘.-of ;: the tanks reduced the number ’ 
part$ci@ting to,: 13. Group ‘No+ ,I .left its starting point, just in 
rear’ of its infantry front line, ‘at 6?i50 A.M. crossed the German front ~. * line ‘at, 7 A;M. and the “British front line ‘shortly thereafter. Ihe 
British, troops and especially ‘those in well concealed machine gun 
nes-ts which, due to ‘the heavy fog’; -the Germans had not discovered, put 
up : a good fight, bringing all available weapons to bear upon the 
tank~.~ After a short but sharp engagement, the British infantry and 
machine,,.gunners surrendered to the tank, personnel and were turned over 
to ‘the German jinfarltryi 

f ,., The cormrander.‘s~ ,tank of Group No. 1 advanced under heavy infantry 
and $tillery fire’;“ifo”within ,100 ‘yards of Villers-Bretonneux; when i:t 
was discovered that the infantry was not following. It turned back to 
,regain contact and soon wiped out four more machine gun nests which 
had been firing. on the tank from the rear. De joining the infantry, 
this tank moved to the ‘eastern edge of the town under heavy machine 
gun fire and overcame several machine gun nests at this point. tie 
tank and its infantry then entered the town. 

The other two tanks of this group cleaned out strongly intrenched 
machine gun nests which were holding up the German troops and, after 
reaching the town where they again supported the infantry attack, they 
joined tank No. 3, according to plan, near the tile factory. The 
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factory had b?en made into a large machine gun nest. The three.i%nks, 
us$ng their heavy guns, shot it to pieces. Six British officers and 
160 men surrendered. After the German infantry had arrived at the 
tile factory, tanks No. 1 and No. 2 moved against an airdrome, also 
heavily armed with machine guns, and destroyed it. After wiping out 
several machine guns in /houses, where more prisoners were taken, they 
reached their objectives ..;,at abut noon, and, having reported their 
departure to the infantry cormnander, returned to their starting point. 

Group No. 2 crossed the German front line a little after 7 AM and.. 
attacked a strong point aiong the railroad’ embankment from the front, ’ 
flank and rear’, silencing its guns and permitting the infantr 
advance. One ‘tank cl,eaned out ‘a trench nearby and capture x 

. to 
15 

prisoners. ?I!+ of these tanks moved p&t the railroad station .and- one 
of them fired upon aMroaching British reinforcements. The other tank ” 
was tiving, trouble $ith ,. its. gun “recoil mechanism but. managed. ,;to &‘& Severd.l”‘:&o~g fiihrits:; itrig ‘tihk two gadis; by opening ‘fire on 
thei:,.J@s ~ d’Aquennes. and the ,pri,tish reserves west of” it,, aided” the 
German .,in~fantry to, enter these’ ,$ods., ,., 

..i.;,Tank :No.# -3 , cleaned. zut:lTthe British .s.first l&e, caused’ several’ ‘: 
casualties,; and took 30 prisoners. It then captured ‘a ‘switch’ trench 
with 49 hrisoners and moved.,toward a’ fprtified farm. It. reached the, 
farm after .a breakdown, and silenced ,tlie machine guns located there. 
The mechanical trouble continued, .but before the tank stopped the crew 
was able to break ‘down strong resistance. south, of the railroad 
station, ,&pt.uring one officer ‘and’l.74 men. Finally, the carburetor, ‘, 
jets, became1 stopped up and the 
wentforw&d without it. Later, 

tank ‘could not be’ moved; so’ the crew 
the’ commander returned ,’ to the. tank,: 

changed the jets “-and made -another attempt’ to move the tank. .‘,He., s&ce&&& ih +ijtiiti+ ;iii surted :‘.b;lt .&& & it .ihto a ‘.‘large. shell 
hole ‘which ‘had ‘just’ been d* by a shell that exploded in ‘front of the 
tank. ‘As’ the tank’ entered the hole it turned over. It was therefore 
temporarily abandoned, but later brought .back tg a’ safe position,:. 1: :‘I,’ 

~: T$hk No. ‘4 rea’ched’the British front:‘:*line,. trenches at ‘7:lO.~,‘A&’ 
cleWd them out a$ attacked a fortified farm,‘,south’,of ‘the tow% 
where it cleared the way for the ‘infantry.’ ,Joining! tanks No.. 1 and 
No. ‘2, the’three vehicles moved aga’inst Bois d1 Aquenne’s and Stopped a 
Bri.t,ish’ counter ‘attack. Tank No. .5, became lost on account of .the, fti,. 
It’ c& un@,$, heavy machine’gun fire and the driver was wounded. when 
he ,ys hit, he lost ,,~control of, the:‘.t&k. The engine “stopped .and. ‘the 
tracks ‘were held fast by ‘the brakes, which jamned.- _, The .com~nder used 
some of ‘his: men as an infantry detachment until the tahk wa,s repaired{ 
when, ‘with “, the men .: rend ining ; he’ moved i the -tank.,,tow#rd the Bo&s, d ’ 
Aquennes, .cleaning out ‘a few machine .guns 
cros&d by the ‘tank.. .. ,. :’ 

which, were in the” trenches :- ./ 

/ Tank .-No. 6 advanced at the proper ’ time. but its ,infantry did. not 
follow. (’ The tank c@a under heavy ,fire but went on’ until it was’about ‘~, 
20. yards from the British line,. when both engines ,stopped due to ’ 
overheating . The driver had’ been wounded, and the substitute driver’ 
was mt with the tank. After the engines- cooled offthe cotinder’ 
brought the’ tank back to the German 1 ines. , I’. 
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Gr&p 2. 3 lost a tank SC&’ after the action &&ted. This tank 
advanced with its infantry’s’ first *ve, successfully attacked several 
machine gun nests and portions of the, trenches,, but soon thereafter it 
struck a hole and turned over on its side. According to the account 
of thjs action, ‘the British troops had started to lay down their arms 
and .the tank conqander had ordered, his crew out of the tank’ to ti suF,e:rt the:,infant:ry, .troops,, on foot, *en .the British too:k up,, their 

i arms ,.and sh;ot .m&t’,of the tank screw., tie, member of the crew succeeded 
in6’..getting back‘: to the ‘G&m&n lines and one was captured by the 

Yet British. @e captured man gave .information, to the British concerning 
the German, tank troops. ?he German. infantry retreated at this point 
ati: .the tank’ was bloti up by’ a German officer since it could not be 
bqght .!wk; +qarentl,y this, officer did not make ,a good job .,of it 
for.,the :wk.‘,was,. later captured.by’.the, British. in fair .condition. 

fink ’ Nii . 2 : ‘moved. ‘, toward Cathy and attacked several machine gun ne& ‘i;l&&iQ &.g hi& had &ld tip ,.be infGtry advan& fbr oQer an 
hour. “Ihis> iqnk.,th’ en ‘advanced to a ‘Hint “about iOq ‘ya’rds “from‘ Cathy, 
firing on the‘ British rjosition :at the village..’ At this point British 
tanks’ appeared and ‘the first , ,and much ‘discussed, ‘tank-against-tank’ 
action occurred. lhe German account states .&at one of the German 
tanks F: .Stpp* by artillery fire and another one ws forced to 
retr,eat ,in the initial encounter.. +’ tdy second. tank was moving back,, 
it,,,Fs. Wt out of, actioh by’ a direct hit. from the right. Another, 
shell struck’ the pi1 tank. ‘However, the cownder’ finaUy succeeded 
in ‘s$Wing.%e! tank .a,nd~;,moved’ ‘it’.:bac,k, a l,ittle’,over a mile, to the Gem g&* ,‘,’ ‘” 7. ‘. ..~. 1 

‘, ‘Fe Br~itish~,co,unter~ attack ~@n back ‘part, of the ground captured by 
the German advance: ‘, @,+ this caused a change in the plans for using 

1 taxNo. 3: It PAS intended .~that this tank should support the attack 
on”Gente~les, but,’ s@ce this ‘failed,, <the. tank tis”sent against Cathy, 
mere ,-it‘ fired” +on the ,eas;ferri edge ‘of ,‘the village., Later, however; 
since the .,@Sman i infantry’ did not plan to storm- Cathy, the tank w$s 7% released, $ere’upcn ‘it ,.returned to the assembly ’ $&t . 

Fnk Nq.’ (4, us also, used in the attack ‘on CachyF It succeeded in 
cleaning out several mchine gun nests and got into position, where it 
could, enfilade ‘a’: 2,(X)-yard trench, thus ‘causing some casualties and 
dr$i’ng,, .%the remainder qf ,the ‘garrison back. l’6ward noon the tank 
co+nder:, noticed that the ,Gera& infantry were retreating from the di~~~t~~~. .“qf :Q~~y. ~: me t~~~nea .his ~~~’ irl: that .~direc~ion, Utopia L- ._ 

the, retreat, and’ moved ‘his ‘tank ‘toward j the village .: When within about 
90Q:-)E&b ,of C&hy, he came’ upon :a’,nunber‘ of. British tanks which’ tire, 
approaching from the German right flank. Sortly af tererd other. 
British : tanks mad.e Ia fron,tal.“attackt The British tanks opened. fire ’ 
with their machine, g&s and the., ,German, tank replied with iti heavy 
gut%. The second. shot struck a .Bri,tishO>tank and set it..ori fire. Soon 
thereafter this gun struck another Br jtish tank. ,l’he crew of one of 
the Brit,ish tanks evacuated their tank and ware shot down. The other 
British ‘tanks left the field, being followed by machine gun fire .to 
within 200 yards of Qchy. rXlring this action the German ,cannon 
failed after the’ second British tank was struck, so, had the British 
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known it, they w?re on even terms as regards type of capons. Ihe 
German infantry again moved. against Cathy but, as they did not enter 
the town, this tank was rel,eased and returned ‘to its assembly point 
after having been in action eight hours. 

These detachments entered the action with 22 officers and 403 men. 
Of this force, one officer and eight men were killed, three officers 
and 50 men wre wounded, and one man was captured. Wlve of the 13 
tanks were brought back to the German lines. 

An account of the use of German tanks ,’ written by an English 
officer who commanded !a, front 1 ine company which ,.Fs attacked by, thes,e 

w 

tanks on, April 24th ‘states that unusually accurate machine gun fire’ 
was being received’ on his”“s$ort trench and that orders’ were, gi,ven. ” ” 
for his men to keep their heads down. When this fire;ceased he stood ” rT 
up to observe the sources of the, fire and saw an enormous and 
terrifying iron pill-box with automatic weapons bearing down upon him. 
He got do* in the trench and the tank passed over him. ,Tne tracks of 
the tank Fre within,.three feet of his face as he lay .in the,,*. trench.’ 
After it had cros,sed ,he : stood up and fired his ,pistoi at the ‘water 
jacket of, the rear! ‘machine gun.,. ” Being warned :b;,’ ,his, men,. he Jooked ,‘, : ” .\, .’ ,around quickly- and saw a, large. German crash into the trench, his 
bayonet sticking into the parados. Several ofher Germans ran toward 
the trench but they were all shot dam by the garrison. Next, another 
German tank appeared, moving along and shooting the men in the front 
,trench, crushing them, or. ,fi.ring.,,.into them if they tried to leave it. ’ 
-.In C this ;, a-dvance,, the tanks ware aided by German light automat&‘cci;t: ’ 

“gunners “$10 fol,J,oW the tanks;LS,“.In addition’td these light ,,guns, the .: y., 
@2rlll$l’l foot 'trOOjj& carried f&me thro$rs ,&ich, they.’ used on the , 
trench’garrison. Ho&v& the,’ flames only reached to the parapet; so 
that men were not severely burned. They were~ scprched, howaver, and’ 
had, to throw off their equ$pnent. Having cleared up the, first line 
trench, the tanks want on te the second, trench,. and now a third Gerinan’ :. 
tank ,:,appeared followd, by ‘German infantry., 9hese troops bayonetted 0 w, 

” therem+‘ning ‘members $f .the .first trench garrison. .,,! @en,, the third,. 
tank .started- for’ the second trench, “‘the ‘officer. and’ the garrison of ” :’ ~ 
the second trench retreated. All but five ‘of ‘this group ere shot 
dam before a nearby railway cut was reached. 

,” 
l’he first tank 

approached the cut firing on the’ group at this point as they ran down 
the, rail-y. Fese shots went, over. their heads, .‘however, as the 
machine gun in the tank coui’d. not. be depressed enough to strike them. 
F&moving, -his collar and tie ,for easier breathing, .the off.icer 
reporting this. action, a member- of this group of five, ‘.‘.outran the 
Germany infantry .,., .~e organi@ la counter attack later tii th men’ from 
various regiments.. ’ Ha .was munded during this- affair and, while on 
his way back to the first aid post; ‘met a tank company’ commander to 
Whom he related the attack by ,the German tanks. This officer at once : 
ordered British tanks forward to attack U&German tanks. ” 
Raprinted from The Fighting Tanks Since 1916, by Joties; Earey,' ahd 
Icks. /’ . 

1 From an account plbl ished in the British Army Quarterly. 
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‘, ,.:I CH A P,T E R 2 _’ 
WORLD WAR II 

d 

Uk ‘%mmwdl” I 6?mht 2St UI(: Mh.VI”Crusadu? &mm lo( (UK: 2 Shwnun VC “Fir. Fly” 76.2mm 

8th T34/76fA) 76.2mm 281 Su: T34iO6 86mm 321 SU: JSW’$ulin” 122mm 46t 

3s: RKphv Ill(O) 3imm 2Ct QE: RKpfw iV’Pmthd(G) 76&m 46t QE: RKpfw ~l”li6od”(E) 88mm 66t 

:,,a: 6 
UI: M3Al”Sturn” 37mm 141 ’ UI: M3A6%0”76mm33t US: M6Al37mm’ 171 UI: M4M”Sh~rmin” 76mm 36t 

UI: MlOAl 76.2mm 311 TO u 

“THE PRIMARY MISSION OF ARMORED UNITS IS THE ATTACKING Oi 
INFANTRY AND ARTILLERY. 
GROUND FOR ARMOR, 

THE ENEMY S REAR IS THE HAPPY’HUNTING 
USE EVERY MEANS TO GET IT THERE,” 

-GEN. GEORGE S, PATTON 



THE A&qUD RGADSUXK. (June .19pl,) 
,.; ,i .“*, ; ., .‘. ‘r ‘.$:, 

,>Wen Germany,-.i_i&hed her. attack against hssia on the 
morning of 22 June 1941, Army Group North junped off from 
positions along the ,border separating East Prussia from 
Lithuania. On D plus 1 the 6th Panzer Division, wfiich was part 
of Army, Group .Wrth,~ 

: 
, 

I: >, / !I.., .:‘I ,,, 

‘.I 
was ~,ordered to occupy the Lithuanian-town of bssienie and thence 

i 

to seize. the tm vehicular bridges across the Dubysa River north- 
ea,st.-o.f the ti.town__._ (map) . . _ After Axsienie -- ws .taken-- the -diviston 
was split into!. .combat teams R’and S, which were ,,to establish two ,’ 
bridgeheads,~.! Combat %am R, being assigned the bridge nearest 
Lydavenai, a village situated almost due nor,th of Rossienie. ‘By 
ea.rly afternoon bothcolunns had crossed the river and contact 
was ..establ$shed &etween the ,t~ bridgeheads. i 

I^ Mopping-up ,operations ;:around:. its bridgehead:’ netted. Combat 
Team R:a number;of prisoners, about 20 ,of whan,, including a first 
lieutenant, were “$o.aded ,onw a truck, for evacuation to Rossienie. 
me German sergeant was placed in charge of the group. 



About half-way to Rossienie the-truck driver suddenly nbticed 
a Russian tank astride the road. As the truck slowed to a halt, 
the’ prisoners Cpounced upon the’ driver and-’ the’ sergeant, and the 
Russian lieutenant,lqed for the sergeant’s machine pistol. In 
the struggled that ensued, ,the powrful German sergeant freed his 
right arm and strwk the lieutenant such a hard blow that he and 
several other Russians were ‘knocked down by the impact. Before 
the prisoners could close in again, the sergeant freed his other 
arm and fired the machine post01 into the midst of the group. 
The effect of the fire was devastirg. Only the lieutenant ati a 
few others escaped; the rest tire killed. 

The sergeant ard the driver returned to the bridgeheti with 
the empty truck and informed their comanding officer that the 
only supply route to the bridgehead was blocked by a heavy tank 
of the KV type. The Russian tank crew had ‘meantiile severed 
telephone communication, between the bridgehead ard the division 
cqand post. I _I’.” 

The FUssian plan w&3 not clear. In estimating the situation, 
the bridgehead conmander felt ‘that because /of the encounter with 
the tank an attack against the rear of, the bridgehead was to be 
expected; accordirrgly, he’ organized his force’ inmediately for 
all-around defense. An ,antitank battery was moved to high ground 
near the conmand post, one of the howitzer batteries reversed its 
field of fire so as to face southwestward, and the engineer 
canpany prepared to mine the road ard : the area in front of the 
defense ,‘position. The tank battalion, which was deployed in a 
forest southeast of the..,,bridehead prepared for a counterattack. 

During the rest .of the’ day, the‘ .tank did rrot move. The next 
morning, 24’ June, the division tried to send 12 supply trucks 
from Faossienie to the bridgehead.-‘- All 12 were destroyed by the 
Russian tank. A German reconnaissance ,patrol sent. out around 
noon could find no evidence, that a general Russian attack was 
impendiw. 

The Germans could not evacuate their Jounded from the 
bridgehead. Every attempt to bypass the tank failed because any, 
vehicle that drove off the the road got stuck in the mud and 
fell prey to Russians hiding in the surrounding forest. 

On the same day, an antitank battery with 50-rm). guns was 
ordered to work’ its way forward “and destroy the tank. The 
battery confidently accepted this mission. As the first guns 
appr.oached to. within l,,OOO.yards of the XV, it remained in place,, 
apparently Maware ,;of’ the German movement. Within the next. 30 
minuteqthe,,entire .battery, well cambuflaged, had tirked it$%my. 
to within firing range. ! PI.’ ” 

‘Still the tank did not move. ’ It was .such a perfect target 
that the the battery commander felt that it’ 3iust have been 
damaged and. .abandoned , but nevertheless-- decided to fire. ‘The 
first routi, fran about 600 yards, was :a’ direct hit. A second 
and third round follow. The troops assembled on the hill near 
the combat team’s, conmand post cheered’ like spectators ‘at a 
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shooting ‘matchi Still the. tank..,did.. not ,move;- : :, ;. 
By the time the eighth ,hit was. scored, .the Russian tank crew 

had ‘I discovered the posi.tion of, ‘the firing ,.battery. ml$ing 
careful ‘aim, they silenced the -enti,re battery with a .few 76+nnd. 
shells, which destroyed tw guns and daanaged ,the others. HEWing 
suffered heavy casualties, the gun crew were,withdrawn to avoid 
further losses. 
recovered. 

Not until after dark could-the damaged guns, be 

Since the 50-em. antitank guns had failed to pierce the 
3-inch armor, it was decided that only the 880mn. flak gun with 
its. armor-piercing shells would be, effective. ‘Ihat same after- 
noon, ‘an ‘88~MIL flak ,gun ‘was ,pulled out of its position near, 
Rossienie and;. cautiously. moved @‘in ‘the ‘direction of the ‘tank, 
which was then faciq the bridgehead. well camouflaged with 
branches and concealed by the burned-out German tanks lining the 
road, the gun safely reached the edge of the forest and stopped 
900 yards from the tank. 
il, ‘.‘iJust~ as’, the :I German, creti was maneuvering ‘the gun inW po;si- 

tion, the tank swung’ ‘its turret and f ir.ed, ‘blasting the flak’ gun 
into, a >ditch... Every rotid scored- ‘&direct hit, and ,the gun crew 
suffered heavy casualties. Machinegm fire from the tank made it 
impossible ‘to retrieve” the * gun or the bodies of ‘the German dead. 
The Russians had allowed the gun to approach undisturbed, knowing 
that it ws no threat while in motion and that the nearer it came 
the more certain was its destruction. 

Meanwhile,, the bridgehead’s supplies. were running so lo; that 
the: ‘troops had to eat, the,ir canned emergency ‘-rations. A staff 
meeting ‘bs. ‘therefore called to discuss further ways and means of 
dealiw, with the,.: tank...’ It was decided that an engineer detach- 
ment- should attempt to blow it up in a night operation. hhen the 
engineer cdnpany asked’ for 12.,volunteers, the men were so anxious 
to “succeed ‘-mere, others :had failed that the entire company of 120' 
volunteered. He -ordered the ccmpany to count ‘off and chose every 
tenth man; ‘lhe, detachment MS told about its mission, g’iven de- 
,tailed “instructions, and issued explosives and other essential 
equi@nenL 

Uder cover of ‘darkness the detachment moved out, led by’ the 
canpany conmander. The route followed was a little+sed sandy 
path with led past Iii11 400 and into the WXX% that surrounded 
the location,:of the tank. “As the engineers approached the tank, 
they could distinguish its contours in the pale starlight.,) After ’ 
,removing,fltheir boots, they crawled to the edge of the road to 
observe the tank nibre-closely and to decide Howe to approach their 
task . . .,. ,’ .> 
~ Suddenly there was a”~“noise from the opposite side of the 

t0 ard 
ce n&l. f 

the movement of several: dark figures could be dis- 
me Germans thought that’ the tank crew had dismounted. 

A manent later;however, the sound of tapping against the side of 
the tank was heard and the turret was slowly raised.’ The figures 
handed something to the tank crew,‘and the sound of clinking 
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dishes could be heard* : The Germans concluded that these were ‘. 
; partisans bringing ‘.food ,& the-‘tank crew.’ The temptation to 
1 overpwer then was great, and it probably muld have been’ ,a 

simple matter,. Such >an action, however, would have alerted the 
tank crew and perhaps have wrecked the entire scheme. After 
about an hour the prtisans withdrew, and. the tank turret Was 
closed. 

It was about 0100 hours before the engineers could finally 
get to work. They attached one explosive charge to the track and 
the side of the tank and withdrew after lighting the fuse. A 
violent explosion ripped’ the: ‘air. The ‘last .’ echoes- of the roar w 
had hardly ,faded away .tien the tank’s machineguns bqan to sweep 
the “area’with fire, The tank did not move.” Its tracks appeared 
to be damaged, but no close examination could be made in. the F 
intense machineg u1 fire . Doubtful of success, the engineer de- 
tachment returned U the bridgehead and made its report. fhe of 
the twelve men was listed as missing. ,’ 

Shortly before idaylight a second explosion was heard from, the 
vicinity of the. .tank,, again followed by .the sound ,of the’ machine-, 
gmS; fire; then,,. *after some time passed,, silence reigned once 
more,. ‘,,‘.,,, .:. , p ‘“’ 

Later that. same morning, as the. personnel around the coan&l, 
post of Combat Team R were resunirg their normal duties, they 
noticed a barefoot soldier with a pair of boots mder .his arm, 
crossing the bivouac area. Mhen the comnandiq officer .halted 
the lone wanderer, .a11 eyes ..turned to -mtch. The colonel’ was 

,_ heard asking the ysoldier for an explanation of ,, his unmil.itary : ,’ 
a’&earance; ,I Soon the .sound of their voices became, inaudible V,asif. : 
the .:t~ ..principles in,. the little drama ,engaged in earnest 
conve,rsation. I /‘_’ 
-.. AS hey talked ,, the colonel I s face brightened, and after ,: a 

few minutes he offered the soldier a cigarette, which the latter ., 
accepted I visibly : embarrassed. Finally, the colonel patted .the ,’ 
soldier on the back, shook his hand, arrj : the tm parted, the ,’ 
soldier still carrying his boots. The curios,ity of the ,onlooke.rs ’ 
was ,not satisfied until the order of the day was established, I 
together with the’ following extract from the barefoot soldier’s ; ’ 
rep&t.: 

I ‘~~1s detailed as an observer for the detachment that was 
sent jl ‘to ,blow ‘up the Russian, tank. After all preparations had ’ 
been made, the company commander and I attached a, charge of,.about, 
double;..the normal, size to the tank track, and ..I returned to the. 3 .: 
ditch- With w&a ,my observation pbst . The- ditch was ,deep enoqh’ 
to ‘offer @rotection against splinters, and I waited there to 
observe the effect of the. explosion. ,gThe tank, however, covered 
the. area with sporadic machinegln fire,.followiq the explosion. 
After about an hour, when everything had quieted .down, .I crept to, ‘. 
the tank and exiimined the place i.,.where I had attached the charge, 
Hardly half of the track .WS destroyed., and ‘I could find TY) ,other .. ” 
dqnage to the tank. I ‘returned to the assembly point only to 
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fir-d that ,the de.t&hment haa’ departed; While looking “for my 
boots I~, I; :fo,und,>.., that another demolition :. .chbrge... had. i been ‘. left I. 
behird., I ,took. it, returned to the tank*, ,, ,climbed’,’ onto i’t ;. and J 
fastened the, charge to the (I gun barrel / in ‘the. hcqe of destroying 
at .least that ,part of the tank, the charge not ‘being large enough 
to do any greater -damage. I crept mder the tank and detonated 
the charge., The ‘tank imnediately covered the edge of the forest 
in machinegm fire tiich did not cease until dawn’, when, I was 
finally able to crawl out fram under the tank. When I insepected 
the ,effect.. of the,,demolition, .JI.saw, to my ‘regret, that the 
charge I had used .was too _: weak; + The gull. ,.was ‘,,only sl,ightly 
damaged. .,,,. L&on re,turnitig. to.,, the assembly. point, I ‘found ,:a pair of, 
boots, .&rich ,I ..tried to put on,. but they were to :small. Someone 
had! .apparentlyb taken ,my boots by mistake. That is. tiy :I returned 
barefoot and late to my canpany. 

Here ws the explanation of the missing man,. the morning 
exzjlosion, ati, the second, burst. of, machinegg fire,: 

’ Three ,German attempts .: had: ~$ail,e$.;:;, $&;,tahk~~ :&ill b&jcked the 
ro@ ad, cc)uld fire a?! ,&;p, ..> ,.&am -&?&fri&‘&&‘$, ~&‘~.$ftack on 
‘the hfik by dive &b&s,; $p& 6. ~‘~~.&&$l”&., ,~‘$-$$$$~~~+,@ ,. learn4 f 
that : m ‘,su& ai rcr-fk &&d, :‘&: .:maa~“~~~~~,~ablk:.::;:~~‘~eher ,the dive 
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bombers could have succeeded .in..scorirg,a direct. hit, on the- tank ’ 
is :ques~,~,o~~able~~‘but. it is certain ,that anything, short of’.., that 
would not have :eliminatedS:it;; ,, : I ._ 

,,Plan 5.. ‘involved. a calculated risk and called for deceiving 
.the tank crew. It was hoped that ,in this way German losses &uld 
be kept to ,:a minimun:. A feint frontal attack was to’be executed 
by a tank ,formation approaching fran various points .in the forest 
east of the road tiile another. 8841~ gun was to be, brought. up 
frcm Wssienie- to. destroy the tank. The terrain was quite ’ 
suitable for this. operation; the .forest was lightly wooded. and 
presented,..noobstacle ,to,,; tanks maneuver .‘. . I_ .’ 1 I’ .,,‘. 

lThe.German~~ar?nor ;deployed”. and;::attacked the Russian tank ‘,from 
three sides. a The, Russian c.rew, clearly, excited, swung the gun 
turret: around and around in .an effort to hit the German tanks 
which kept up a continuous fire frcm the ~woods. 

’ ,;: 

.the tank. The very first roUn,a was a direct’ hit and, as the crew 

c 



tried to turn the gun to the. rear,. a ,secord and third shell 
struck home. Mortally Funded,. the ‘tank’ ‘remained motionless, but 
did, not :bu.rn.. .‘Four ‘more., .88imn..,,armor-piercirq shells hit their 
mark. lhen;’ folJoti,ng the last’ hit r: the tank gun ro&’ straight 
up’ as i,f , even now, ,to, defy its attackers. ‘, 

The Germans closest to the, tank dismounted and .moved in on 
their victim, To their great surpri,se they found that but tm of 
the,; ,88-m. shells had pierced the tank armor, ,the five others 
having. made only deep dents, Eight blti*.marks, made by direct 
hits:.04 ,J$)e 5C@~n. antitank. guns, .were.;found. The results of the 
eng@er :att8ck.“,had:“.~~unt~. to on1y.a -damaged ,track and a ,siight 
den.t., ln:, the.: gun Ybarrel,;‘:‘. No .ti-ace . . of ,the ,, fire”:fr,om the. German 
tanks could be found. Driven’,by curiosity, the Germans. climbed 
onto the ‘.tank: ,and tried to ‘open the turret, but to no avail ?, 
Suddenly, .the gun barrel started ;,to move again and most of ‘the 
Gyyp x~pi=cJ~~, ,~i$kly,’ bo, :,engineers dropxd hand, ,grenades 
thro+ugh the’ hole, made:,by the hit’ ,op the. lower rjart of. the, turret’; 
A dull explosi$n”’ followed ;, .and the - turret” cover .,bJew’ ,.of f,i’y .!.I:; i 
were;the “m,uti&t&, bo&& 051 the crew. ” :: ’ 

Inside 
., ,’ 1 ~ 

,i.ghe .+ma+, +k(’ pm’e off’ $orl;,$ in’:their ‘first.: encounter with ’ ,, 
a Kv at :thLs @nt of: the,. front; one si’n&&nk ‘having succeeded.. 
in blocking the supply route of a strong German force for 48 
hours. 

AN+ums !’ ” ‘. ., 
I 

..: ‘. A:,f,asc$nat$ng I_ account of the holdout: :‘oi’,.one wl,l’Ltrained . ..tank ‘:,, 
crew, , ‘@ad the, crew ..u~‘c;ci.:‘.~~eir,‘mob.il~;ty’.to escape:. after. the, first 
day’, they almost ,certainly could h$e done so; p&ssibly ,they had 
orders, to.stand’ and .,di,e ,,in position. : ., , ,I (,, , ,, 

: ‘. .’ ,. “, ., 
:’ IT . : 

I 
,,:,,:y .: ‘. ,:. 

I :<,. y\::, .,,_, ‘,‘,,.‘? : ,. _~. : :_ ,., ..“, ., , .,. .‘. 
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‘TASK FOR&TURNER ’ : I<..!, ,i ‘. j.* :, j (,, ( .: ‘. ,,c.. ‘- : ,’ 
,_ ‘., 

~(&@&&~l ian”’ &&&arm~ Afr ib 
.,I, ‘ 

: qe md&” F’ield&r&al 
Erwin ‘we1 conducted a successful ,offensive across North Africa. 
from mid-January through early September l&2. Their drive 
carried them 600 miles fran El Agheila in Libya to the vicinity 
of El Alamein in Egypt. The advance wqs blunted by the British 
Ccmiionwealth’s Eighth Army, under its new cormiander Field-Marshal 
Bernard Montgomery, at Alam’;Halfa. The extended German lines of 
ctiunication.; CLOC) ard t supply’. and, dwindlinj combat strength : * 
foi& II *&?b :‘Lhltj., fij?g off&&vi. w =1&t& &ttara; &$r&f’ 
si&‘;’ $ot~&ti; hi& ieft (&ra) ana right (‘&La)’ flanks ‘. re- ’ 
spectively. ‘Across his front he, emplaced a vast minefield s 
varying 2 to ,‘4 miles in depth ati, extensively outpost9 by his 
infantry. In a”‘&cond echelon, his antitank units and remailing 
infantry were positioned to ;contain‘ any breakthrough,, ,@ile’ from a %(id‘Z’!, &&,bn his &morJ, @isa ’ a &h&‘rattackt; ,’ it .‘+S’ 
meI ! s ;=ii”lii;i&,ii:on’ ./, +.J.& ““hi$ ,; Fsition must : II’& “held at ‘all 
costs .‘I This priority ‘was em@&% z&4 in his instructions; to GEN’ 
&f# -‘t&M+ pj&i,’ ~epl~c&j ‘weI‘ on 22 kpt&jer ken th,$ 

’ latter’ was’ &ac&ited t&Germany1 for treatment’ of an intestinal 
ailment. - 

With this respite from German attack and behind their own 
defenses, the .British began a tremendous resupply, reorgani- 
zation, and training program to support a counteroffensive. 
Montga@ry ‘, tiuld. no,t be ‘;rushed. He “soght ‘a decisive combat 
advantage, and intended’ to completely ‘defeat the Panserarmee when by a&&cli(jdl, :,. :I:, ” 1” 

Montgcnnery opened the battle,“‘& 23 ‘October with Q&ration 
, LIGHTFOOT. The British held the advantage in air superiority by 
3:l and ground superiority‘by 2:l in men, tanks, artillery, and 

( AT guns. .’ 
On 25 October, the British attack bogged down; so to restore 

the momentLPn, Montganery committed the X Armored Corps through 
his infantry., In the north, lst Armored Division of X Corps 
attacked an XXX Corps sector between the 9th Australian and 51st ‘, 
Highland Divisions and advanced across Phase Line OXALIC or 
“Kidney Ridge. ‘I 

The 1st Armored Division. comnander , MG Raymond Briggs, in- 
tended to penetrate Romnel’s defensive lines and advance across 
the Rahman Tr?ck; which served -as ‘the Afrika ,I@rps lateral supply 
route. There he felt that the 1st Armored Division could” win a. 
battle of maneuver on terrain of, his own ‘choosing, -free of, the 
constrictions of ,the German minefields. 

On. the ,25th ‘:and 26th, ,the .lst Armored Division’s attack ms 
contained, as were other British efforts. At Hitler’s insist- 
ence, F&me1 had returned on the evening of the 25th from his 
convalescent stay in Germany and counterattacked sharply on the 
26th against the lst Armored’s sector. His antitank weawns 
covering the slope of Kidney Ridge, west of PL OXALIC, exacted a 



I t  

heavy toll of British armor.- ?ib j the south, Slst, Highland 
: Division gained PL, OXALIC at objectives 

th$ night of’ the ,25th,. ‘with”.infantry. 
Stirling ,and Rairn on 

It should be noted that 
when the lst Armored Division 1,aMched its attack through the )(xX 
Corps,,. the 9th and 51st Divisions ‘coritinued to hold their ‘origi- 
nal line in the lst Armored Di;v,ision sector. ?hus when the lst, 
Armored Division attack failed, the division passed back through 
the XXX Corps Divisions that still maintained the original line. 

Briggs of lst Armored Division was impressed with the 
successes on his flank and modi~fied,, his, plan of attack. He,u.SaW 
that he must offer .;:,c,over: ;& h,is~:,advancing, tank colunns r.,as,’ they 
trqver+d,, the / m+nef ields .+~$Jo do 1 this, ..he planned ,infantr y night 
attacks toseize ipositions that would: secure a line of departure 
(LD) for his advancing tanks and protect their flanks. ‘Ihe 
objectives were designated WOOLCCCK and SNIPE. The mission to 
secure SNIPE was given ti the 2d Battalion of the lst Armored 
Division’,s,.7th Motori.zedY,Ri.fle. Brigade., . 

The experienced 2d Bat’talioti, .7th titorized Rifle Brig&, 
was. comnanded by’ LTC Victor Turner f. a veteran of 15 months,’ 
service in the desert. The battalion was reinforced for its 
mission .ati referred to as Task Force (TF) TURNER. 

On the 25th and the morning of’ the 26th, 2d Battalion 
operated as a mine field (clearing) task force. As tank units 
were Lnable to advance without infantry support, the 2d Battalion 
remained the van of the attack, suffering heavy casualties. 
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The combat elements of TE’ TUFQJER were ti attack at 2100 hours. 
26 titober, behind a rolling artillery barrage that yuld com- 
myice at H-S,, to secure SNIPE,,;reducing obstacles and outpods 
during their advance. The advance was to be’on an azimuth of 233 
degrees but could be corrected to follow the barrage should there 
be a deviation. On reaching their objective; a flare signal’ 
would start the advance of the support elements : AT gms, medi- 
cal section, and ammunition and supply trains under ivlAJ Tom 
Pearson, the executive officer. ’ Pearson was to, return the trans- 
ports, to friendly lines as soon’ as\ they were unloaded. About 
07qO Y hours 27 October, t&, ~24th :.Ar$cWd ‘BHgade, lst’ Armc?xd 
Division, was to link ..up ‘with TF TUBBER a:ti then ,attack to the 
Rahman Track in coordination! with the advance of the 2d Armored 
Brigade, 1st Armored Division, frcm Woodcock. TE’ TUBBER WS’ to 
“make a night dash through enemy-held country, to establish an 
islaid of resistance until the arrival of 24th Armored Brigade 
next morning and to continue holding it tiile the tanks operated fo&jrd ~ ,, ._1 ‘. 

1st Ammofed Oition 

it 

f 

Kidney Ridge, Sector. 
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. . ,Br igadier T. 3. B. Bosvile; the’ comnander of 7th Motorized 
Rifle’ Brigade, coordinated a,,line of, de,parture in 51st. Highland. 
Division’s sector.: The ‘attacking elements of? the task. force were 
to cross the line of departure in a movement-to-contact forma-. 
tion. .The mounted scout platoons of A and C Companies were to 
lead. abreast, follow by their companies, dismounted in open 
column-A Canpany to the right (north) ati C Ccmpany left (south) . 
The command-commmication’ group and engineers wxe to march 
betwen these canpanies.: B Canpany, dismounted,..was to follow in 
the center rear, its #scout platoon remaini.ng at the line ‘of 
departure to lead the follow-on‘supportYelements. i- ” 

The, barrage commenced on schedule; and the task force crossed 
its line ,of departure in premoonl~ight darkness without incident. 
After a short march, it ws apparent that the barrage was falling 
more west than southwest, and a few’ minutes was lost in 
reorienting the ,coluqs ;. !Ihe adyqce MS unopposed, but on 
several occasions the-scouts ‘engaged small groups of retreating 
enemy;,.: :‘. A group ,of 20 German ‘engineers bs captured ‘without 
resistance; about’ 3,000 yards ;out . 

Lieutenant Colonel Turner became. increasingly apprehensive 
about his location, having charged ‘direction to follow the 
barrage; so he .called for smoke, on the objective. lhe round 
landed within 300 yards of his position and, &en unable to 
,discern any terrain advantage at its point of impact, Lieutenant 
Colonel Turner adjusted his unit dispositions ati,.established a 
‘perimeter,’ ti thout, further advance. Hmwer , in the featureless 
desert;, neither TF‘TU&JER nor’the artillery spotter rou&;had ,hit 
objective .7SNIPEi,,’ Turner Is base was actuall;)i- +about 900 yards 
south;southeqst of, SNIPE. , 0 ‘, ‘3 I 

‘At 0015 hours 27 October, the ‘task. force radioed and signaled 
by flare, “position secured .‘I Major Pearson moved out, with the 
support elements. “His group .had ‘been under intermittent 
artillery ‘fire since 2345. At 2336 an -aircraft had ‘attacked ‘his 
position’ under flase illmination and destroyed several vehicles 
including .‘prime movers of the antitank ‘,cunpany. Eh route’ their 
move was unopposed;’ but, owing ti the air attack, only 19, of the 
22 6-pound guns and a small portion of the medical section closed 
on- Turner’s base. Dr. Arthur Picton, the task force surgeon re- 
mained {at the line of departure with his .ambulances treating cas- 
ualties of the ‘air attack. ., 

.--’ :--The.- rifle--companies-had::taken up positions around-the-clock: 
A Canpany, 7-12, C Ccmpany, 4-7; and B Canpany, 12-4. Telephone 
lines tied e&h company coxsnand’ ‘post to the task force comnand 
post. Scout platoons of A’ ard C. Canpanies moved out, to probe 
northwest .and southwest respectively:; : The antitank guns wre 
dispersed around the..oval perimeter, by the’ 239th Battery (-) on 
the northeast ,end and< the guns of 2d Battalion’s antitank company 
canpletirg the ring. The scouts of A Company returned without 
incident ;. but,, ‘those 1 of C Company engaged and. dispersed an enemy 
platoon on the east slope of Hill 37 and before their withdrawal 
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had surprised ,with hasty, .fires a force of sa& 35 tanks and 
support vehicles ..:on the i *stern slope-: of., the same hi’11 . -This . . . 
unit “&was ‘-later identi,fied as a’ mixed -German-Italian force 
designated the Stiffelmayer Battle Group. Moonlight and poor 
enemy light discipline. revealed a second large tank ‘park at 
approximately the northeast edge of objective SNIPE, probably a 
battalion of the 1Sth Panzer Division. Except to the east, 
nLpnerous other enemy positions wre also identified by their 
canpfires and vehicle lights. By :0345 Major Pearson completed Y 
offloading supplies and returned.. to friendly lines .at 0545,:with. 
the nonf ighting vehicles aM prisoners. 

’ In the moonlight, Lieutenant Qlonel TUrner was able to 
assess his situation. TF TURNER’s perimeter was a slight de- ” 
pression about 900 yards long (SW-NE) by 400 yards wide. The 
area had formerly been a .German supply point. The loose sand 
made the preparation of’ firing positions a nightmare. 

’ I ,” The almost flat :scenei tstretchiq ‘for a mile and a .half 
.I all. ‘roti , shadowed by the -:faint anonymous <folds land ripples 

of the desert, was overltiked by .the slight elevations that 
formed the hori’zon on all sides except the south. Patches of 
low, ! scrubby, cainel!s thorn stippled ati darkened the desert 
canvas here and there, ,affording some exiguous cover for 
those .ti knew how to use, it’. 

This scrub extended into the’ shallow oval in tiich the 
garrison ,had .taket&,:s~.tion a@ they had ,been quick to dig 
trenches, :knowit?g ‘I ,~ll., . .hoWver ,.-! ,that. full daylight muld-: 
show”rthe /need *to alter their dispdsitions. ,_ ,, The exc.e;llence of 

.,.,t$+r’ #concealment and,: digging”,<, indeed, saved %, them from a 
great many casualties. . . The’: gun-pits were, never really 
pin-pointed by the; .enemy.. ,IWner noted, hoEver; I that the 
,faint ,undula,tions ,the, scrub provided, sane strips arid zones of 
‘d,,ead ground *i&an ‘equally experienced enemy could put, to *’ 
..a&yantqe,. in :‘an .&&k., bbi. him. I” I. T,T’ 
0345, hours.. marked’ the initial antitank ‘engagement.. .: A small 

group: of,.; tanks was seen ‘advar$i!r~ i’frun Hill :377toward SRIPE on a ** 
route ‘that *~uld carr,y them, through IWner Is Base. ‘In the 
darkness the ‘first tank was allowed to approach to a range of 30 
yards before it was engaged by the right-flank gun in C Company 
sector. ’ i1 ybhe shot glowed. r’ed-hot’ .as it sunk .into the 
armour-plate and the tank burst into flames. At the same time a 
Russian 7:.62-mn self=propelled gul.- waslikewise ..,. knocked out and 
‘brewed up’ on A Company’s sector. F .’ I - ,,: 

-,At 0400 hoursTurner% artillery, forward,. observer left the 
base, ti find a site from tiich he ,could &d jwt >,fire. He became 
lost; and though he,-returned% to British lines, he was unable to 
return to Turner Is base . . .W, TURNER wasseverely handicapped. 

,I. The first ..major tank ,engaganent at Turner’s base occurred at 
dawn; ! Men the German ,‘armor -‘began to move from their night 
placement to daylight positions, many moved toward Turner’s base. 

1 The dawn was shattered as eight or nine’ guls barked with the 

2-12 



e 

r) 

:. 

::l 6pd~!s% sharpi, ,high velocity ctack.;.,.The.,results were s&ctac- 
ulall:. E!ght, tanks qtid, sel{-propell~qd guns were destroyed to ,’ 

3: ,‘.,’ ‘thc,,$GrW,,(all. b&q *found *derelict 9~ the~:bat~lefiel& s&se- 
..quentl.y)’ and A .fuyther eight .wxe ,c!,airn&,from ‘I&&e’s .battle 
group to the southwxt of &ich three w&Fe +till- derelict on 
the ground a month later., : Upon the unfortunate crew who 
attenpted to escape the machine?* poured their streams of 
bullets. ,’ 
At 0730 hours, 

alqq Line OXYLIC. 
24th Armor@ Brigade crested Kidney Ridge 

’ 

2. 
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..m ‘.thousaM ‘: yards:. ahead they .zawf, a strongpoint of ‘guns and 
.’ j weapon pits among*. the, ‘camel’s thorn, with’ a sprinkling of 

: burnt-out Gerzian’:tanks ,-hard ‘by;.,. Not ‘recognizing. ‘what was ’ ,,, 
.’ intended+ to be their own ‘pivot of ‘manoeuver , 1 ‘.-they promptly 

opened ‘fire on it with high explosive; 
Turner 1 s intelligence officer contacted the leading squadron, 
which ceased fire; however,, the remaird’er of the brigade’ contin- 
ued to shell Turner’s base. i_ 

As 24th Armored Brigade, began to move toward him at 0800 
hours, Turner saw about 25 German tanks moving into firing posi; 
tions on Bill 37. The antitank guns of TE’ TURNER took them u-tder 
fire; and after, they had destroyed three of them, the elements of 
the 24th Armored Bridgade that were still firing on ‘the task 
force finally recognized their friends ard shifted their fires to 
the enemy positions. 

tie-half hour later, the 24th Armored Brigade closed on 
Turn,er’s ,base. In the open terrain the partially massed British 
tanks offered. a lucrative target., and all available German guns 
fired .on than. Within 15 minutes, i seven British tanks and tw ‘, 
antitank ‘guls had been destroyed. The 24th. Armored was forced to 
withdraw. s.,‘, 

The ‘fierceness of the’ fighting that ensued throughout the day 
and the cour,age with .‘which ‘the, men “of TF TURNER faced the’. enemy 
are characterized by the efforts;,o+f an ,antitank gun crew: 

The three, remaining ..Ital,~fian “tanks, their machine-guns 
1,. ,b@zing;,,: w&F’how., &thi?:: 288).I yards,. 

,, ,, ,/’ 
ff’&sc’,at th&i ; 

The. ,si+ent gun seemed to 
,r, “mercy: ;’ !I$e.s.r bu$le~$s’ >were beat,i:.g like rain upon 

?‘, thq’?$h-&ii@,: and;,.:klcking upspurts of satid‘, in the shallow 
., .;. :;. ,j.$t;, I, : ,1 Gali$ta.n, ,c who “all, ,‘this tie ,, had been ‘. keep1 I@ them in 

::, ..@ji’. $$@it wt&-I+npt ccjpceu,q,.. whLle he waited. for. :the:-ammu- 
1 nition~,~“l&%? with” coolness ,:;.a$. deliberation. With. three : shots’, he :;kil.l;;ed:~ ,all.; ,‘t&$$’ .~~$s,. {‘which .,added.’ their conflaT 

~:~~~~g.&~,$n~. ,,&Q: t$+eitJof’ the+ otherslx,:, j. 1 1,. _,(,’ ‘j(_ r :‘T,‘. 
“.:1 ~~::AtJ’~178~8,C ho$rr ; :,‘the~$final!;~~u#t ,-of ’ the. German counferattck in 

the’ +Yi&$ Ridge,, +$ctor, ‘,adzat$;ad ;‘frCm ,+RIPB on a I west-to-east 
axis ~,s~:“,the:::ilorthea,st~; .ti.p..-of ‘$T@erI s bae,; --toward, ‘positions 
now occupied by the : 2d, Armor@ iBrigade &long ~ Kidney Ridge. The 
lead element of the German ,,forc,e consisted of ‘.,49 tanks accom- 
pani& by self @&p&x&;;, ~,g&:,, ,This ’ formation unwittingly 
exposed its southern flank to the antitank guns of the 239th 
Battery in the north east sector of Turner’s ‘base. The 239th 
Battery opened fire at ranges between 200 and 300 yards. All 
four guns scored hits. 

In two minutes a dozen tanks wre crippled,, half, of them 
in flames. 

These few guns it ms, therefore, that brought Ibmmel’s 
counterattack to a standstill on this sector. Surprised and 
shaken, with half his forty tanks halted in confusion and 
several of then burning fiercel,y, ati finding himself now 
attacked frontally by 2d Armoured Briqade as well,. the enemy 
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: .  t  c&miander ‘call’&, ‘off his attack,, ‘withdrew, and ‘took’ cover in 
low gro.rp;ld to the, wast ‘of- Kidney, Bidg’e; twenty-five .minutes 
a,&-r. &‘,h& begin ,h& int-tid attack-; ,_I ;: “’ I ‘c, 

,.?I%! TU&EH was withdrawn to”Brit’ish lines”& 2315. ’ 

a 0 
,o 1 Yards 

0 250 500 750 
N 1 

I 1 
I 

n Mk IV or Mk III Special 

ca 
0 

Other tank:. SP. gum, etc. 

/ The guns of ‘SNIPE’ and their victims. 

ANALYSIS. : .’ 
TF’ TWNEH occupied a position for approximately 23’.hours on 

27 November. During that period it destroyed a confirmed total 
of 32 tanks; ‘5 self-propelled guIs, and several miscellaneous 
tracked and wheeled vehicles. A conservative estimate places at 
20 the number of additional tanks and self-propelled guns hit, 
but recovered fran the battlefield. The total of 57 (+) enemy. 
armored vehicles destroyed ws not without cost to the British. 
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The need for close coordination bet&en the ,&Vance party and 
the 24th Armored Brigade was graphically illustrated by the near- 
tragic friendly fire upon !U? Turner. 

Meanwhile, the German counterattack’s failure at 1700 hours 
on the 27th was a direct ,result of their having flanked them- 
selves to W Turrier,. -, !l%is~ is inexcusable considering the first 
German tanks .,fell.:‘prey to TF Turner at 0345 hours -earlier that 

’ d&i;. Counterattack, ‘forces must have access’ to accurate enemy 
info’rmation fr&ithe hi ts in, contact . 

The story of’ ‘IF Turner~.,ill~ustrates many of the difficulties 
and ,mistakes :tiich, one, can encounter in desert warfare. In par- 
ticular, the importance of combined arms is reaffirmed; without 
infantry and artillery support, the German armor ‘B fell easily to’ 
the dug-in guns of T% Turner. 

, ;!; 

I’ 

/  

, .  
, I  
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Of the total task, force strength of ~approximately 309 men and 19 
/’ ant.itank ,,g)F$, .only 200, men and 1 antitank-, gun returned . . ‘Five 

o’~rational antitank guns ha$ to ‘be destroyed by Turner’s, men. 
The German, forces! were negligent in. their! light discipline, 

which must be strictly enforced in a desert envirolmnent. 
The British force suffered from several instances of 

misnavigation throughout the battle. The loss of the forward 
observer could have been more critical than it was. His diffi- 
c.ulty in addition to the fact that SNIPE; was never reached merely 
illustrates the extreme difficulty ,,in night navigation on flat . 
desert terrain. 
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Action at Schmidt 

Tanks Try ,to Cross the Kall 
Before daylight the next morning (4 tivember) , the tankers of 

Captain bstrup’s Cunpany A, 707th Tank Battalion, warmed up 
their motors for another try at traversing the precipitous trail 
across the river. The 1st Platoon! commanded by 1st Lt. Raymond 

E.’ Fleig ‘in the forward tank, was to’lead . 

r) 

0 

Lieutenant Fleig’s tank had only ‘just entered the woods and 
begun to advance along the slippery narrow .mods trail when it 
was jarred suddenly by an explosion. It had struck a mine which 
had evidently gone Lndetected Men the engineers had ‘swept the 
road. 
and 

‘Although no one was injured, the mine disabled a track, 
the tahk,partially blocked .the trail,. (Map, 24) 

t, The platoon sergeant, S. Sgti ‘Anthony: R. Spooner, suggested 
winching the’ other tanks around ,Lieutenant Fleig’s immobilized 
tank. Usirg the mw cable fr& Fleig’s tank ati the tank itself 
as a pivot, Spooner winched his own second .tank’ around and back 
onto the narrow trail. Fleig. boarded &at now became the lead 
tank and continued down the trail, directing Sergeant Spooner to 
repeat the process to get the remaining three tanks of the 
platoon around the obstacle(r 

:: A$ Lieutenant Fleig continued to, inch .his tank down the dark 
trail’; “sharp. cun)es in ,the raid which had not been ‘revealed ‘in 
previous ,ma@ ‘stdi& necessitated much stopping and ‘backing. The 
lieutenant noticed that his tank was tearirq away part of the 

L thin left shoulder of the trail but considered the damage not. 
serious enough to hold up vehicles in his rear. With slow, 
painstaking effort, he made his .way toward, the river, crossed ,the 
bridge , :., at@ ,,proceeded up the opposite slope. There. the route 
presented little difficulty .except for three switchbacks where 
Fleig,-l:ha$ to dismount ati direct his driver. It was just, begin: 
ning @ .grow light when his tank, churned alone into Mnrner- 
sche idt . 

Back at the start of the moded portion of the trail, ~ 
Sergeant, Spooner &cce,eded in winching the three remaining tanks 
of, the platoon around the disabled tank. Sgt. Jack,L. Barton’s 
tank in the..lea& came. aro.ti,-a- sharp bend. made even more precari- 
ous by a large outcropping of rock from the right, bank. @spite 
all efforts at. caution, Barton!s tank partially ,threw a track and 
was stopped. Captain Fbstrup .came forward to determine the 
difficulty,,, and directed the next tank in line @er Sergeant, 
Spdoner to tiw Sergeant Barton’s lead tank back onto the ,trail. 
The expedient worked, and the track was. righted. Usi’q Spooner’s 
tank as an anchor, Barton successfully rounded the curve. wen 
he in turn anchored the rear tank, it too passed the obstacle and 
both tanks continued. ” 
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Sot Zorordrki’r tank%& \‘. 3 

TANKS ON THE KALL TRAIL 
4 Novembei 1944 

+ tllSAELE0 TANK 
+- IS1 AND 20 ENS AID STATION 
T ROCK OUTCROPPING 

Conlour inter vol20 meters 

Map,24. 

Making contact with Lieutenant H&ton, whose engineer platoon (i’ 
fran Canpany B;‘; 20th Engineers, ‘was working ‘on the trail; Captain 
Hostrup asked- that the engineers blow off the projecting rock. 
The ‘lieutenant had no demolitions, but he made use of three u 
German %ller mines that had previously been removed from the 
trail. The resulting explosion did little ,more than nick the 
sharpest projectionof rock. 

’ me last tank in line,. Sgt. James- J. markey’s, in spite of 
difficulty with a..crumblirg left, bank, arrived at the rock out-: 
cropping - a -few. minutes ---later,: -- ‘ke engineer- platoon -assisted -i:n 
guiding it safely aroti the b&& Although four tanks were now 
past the initial obstacles of the narrow tr’ail, the” last three 
had sane. distance to go before they .muld be in a position to 
assist the defense of Komnerscheidt and 8chmidt. It wEls still 
not quite ‘daylight. ” 

Action at Schmidt 
8unrise on 4 November was at 0732. A few minutes before cEme 

the noise of enemy artillery pieces opening fire, and ‘a hail of 
shells began to crash among the hastily prepared defenses ‘in the 
southern edge of Schmidt. The shell,ing ~lked back and forth 
through the tom for. more than thirty minutes. Caning fr& at 
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least three !‘dire&ions-&rtheast ; east’, and’ southeast-the fire 
was so intense that it seeemed to many of the infantry defenders 
to originate from every angle. 

In line to meet the expected enemy counterattack the 3d 
Battalion,, 112th Infantry, as previously noted, was in a 
perimeter defense of the town. “) the east and southeast Company 

d L deferrId, the area bettr#,en the Harscheidf and Rasenfeld .and 
St'&$~"rd~s~~ ', '&$&y' ,'I, him, only iw, 'rifl&,+",pl&--ens and it-' 
1 ight machine gm section, had its ” 2d :‘Platoon’ on the north and 

b its 36’; Gh0i3 ori ,the northwest. A .eec,tioh of heavy machine guns 
fran Ccfnpany M was with Cqnpany. L and an&her with Company K, 
while’ the remaining heavy machine gun platoon w~ls on the north< 
edge of town coveri$,, an open f:ield, an3 .wo#&d draws to the north 
near the”2$4 “‘Platoon’; ‘Qmpany I. .,:,‘Ihe 8146 mortars \;Rre dq in ’ on;.” ,.J,& ~orm~&+;‘$ of tom ne& & &&f’& gu?. ‘plato&, &d 
the battal’ion boded ‘~st ,~~~ ‘iii a pil~~X ~Su. ~St bf me 
K@&&hefdt rd&d.J&)(f y&s fra &hi&. ;.&tfeank de&j& con- 
sist-,:. lof,’ :l&&&Qag’&, ‘mines’ ,f-&stili stdti ‘: across the *f.i 
scheidt, ‘Rasenfeld; an3 Strauch roads and covered with small arms 
and organic bazookas. 

Probably the first to sight’ enemy forces ,WS Company 1’s 2d 
Platoon on, the’, left of,.the Rarscheidt road. .Shqrtly after dati’ a 
run’hd r’erjbrbd ’ to C&i. ‘hynidiad R. &key at the company CP that ” 
ob~se,rver,s;,~.,had spot,tsd sane sixty ‘enemy infantry. in a patch of 
ul;i;n,;‘~$$ods about ,,a’ thousand prds northeast, of Schmidt, seemingly:,, 
mill,$Q ‘.aro* fc$ni:~ for” an ‘attack,.., Having no communications 
with,‘his,‘;~~,a~odris“ except’ by runner, ‘.@ptain Rekey left Heidi- 
ateiy. ‘for the 2d Platoon area. Although the”artillery fortiard 
observer at Qmpany I’s, CP Promptly put in a’call for artillery c fire,; for;;‘sane reason’ the call produced no result until much l&e*; ? , ‘. 

,Cwnpany M machine gunners with the’left flank of Company ‘L’on” 
91 the east-‘-fired on ten or fifteen en&y’ soldiers who emerged from 

the &ds and< dashed for a group of houses at Zubendchen, a 
settlement’ north of the Rarscheidt ro,ad. Fran here the Germans 
evidently, intended,@“, regroup and make’ their%ay ‘into Sc%mid,t. A 
section ‘: .of 81-h. mortars directed its “fire- at.” the’. houses, 
scoring at least one or”’ tw, direct hits,) and observers “‘saw, Gemm, crawli!+ bdckLtoward the ..i,&& ~ :,.;.;, L: .~ .;. -. 

, c ,O*er enemy infantrymen continued ,to advance from’.,,,the north- 
east. : Canpany ‘I’s 2d platoon ~&$&y&T4 its small arm&‘t;reapons to 
repulse a .sWering; “coordinateo 1.. effort, preceded :,,“‘b$c light 
mortar* fire,” which es ,,launched against’ its .northeast ,‘@ition’;. 
possibly by the group seen earlier,‘. readying for ‘an attack’.. 

“; ‘A .hea%er assault. struck’ almost, simultaneously against the 
right&flank. position .,of Cam&y L aloiig’ the Has&field road on 
the ” ‘southeast. Autunatic riflemen with the defending platoon 
opened up as the enemy crossed a anali hill to the front. A’ 
German machine gun less, than fifty yards’atiy at the base of a 
building in the tncleariid southeastern edge bf Schmidt returned 
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the -fire,. Men a squad, leader T S. Sgt. F’rank Ripkrdan, crawled 
forward with several of his men until he was almost on top of the 
enemy gupl, five enemy soldiers junped up, yelling in ,Ehglish, 
“Don’t shoot! Bn’t shoot!” Sergeant Ripperdan and twt, other 
men stood up to accept .the expected surrender,. only to have the 
Germans junp back quickly into their emplacement and open fire 
with the machine gun. j DropPing again to the ground, .the sergeant 
directed a rifle gFy@dier to fire at the machine gm. Ripperdam 
saw’ .the grenade hit’ at,,‘;.east two of the,.Germans, but still the. 
ma&r&g u1 f ir’ed . C&“of the Canpany L men suddenly sprang erect 
and ran fbrwrd behind the slight concealment of a sparse 
hedgerow, firing his, rifle in a one-man assault. me G&mans 
shift+ their gun and raked his body with fire, killing him in- 
stantly,. Sergeant ,Kir;i)erdan ati the remainiq men withdrew to 
their defensive,,, ring, :but the Germans too had, evidently been :, 
di’scouraged,, for, .there .~s nomore fire fran the. position. 

, Holding“‘the e+my,;,Zito their front with, small arms and .mortar 
fire,, the inen,on Canpany L’s right flank,. could see Germans infil- 
trating on: their right through the., Company K positions. An enemy 
machine gm opened fire frcin a’ ‘ro’d junction near the uncleared ’ 

I 

houses on the Hasenfield road. and prevented even the wound’ed from 
crossing the street to the north to reach the company medics. On 
all sides qf Schmidt’ except the north the enemy MS now, attack- 
ing. ,’ 

S@&rting artillery of, the 229th Kield Artillery.‘Battalion I 
was’ eng%ed in harassiw:. fires Mtil ,0823 when the air obs&-va- 
tion’I@st called for and received twelve rounds on’ enemy, p&r- 
sonnel in the vicinity of Harscheidt. A previoti “call fran the 
fortird observer with Corntiny I still had produced no results. 
At 0850 American artillery. joined the battle ‘with its first 
reall’y effective defensive fires; 216 rounds of TOT on a 
concentrati,on of enany tanks .4to the east, just south of .,.Har- 
scheidt-Schmidt rod.,.“’ .+Yrom ‘that ,time on, artillery played its 
part in the battle, the 229th alone firing 373 rounds Lntil ‘1000; 
and supporting corps artillery and the 108th Field Artillery 
Battalion-pf.’ 155’s joiniw the defense ,. 

Enemy “tanks suddenly entered” the’ &ttle, obviously determined 
tb exploit .the minor” successes wpn by the ,advance infantry. With” 
the ~-ikh c&e i&hi+ *i-m& in.antry:. five..-G.nks a~nd a. battal.ion 
of infantry along the Hasenfeld, road. 

‘The“ defenders of”%e two “main roads opended up with their 
rocket .launchers, but the. en&y tanks rimbled effortlessly on; 
firing’ their big guns into’ foxhblesand buildings with blasts 
whose concussion could kill if, the shell” fraginents did not. (XI 
the ‘Hasenfeld road,, eat 1,east .one’ Cbmpany L bazooka scored a’ hit 
on one.’ of .‘the tanks ; it stopped only briefly, swung off,. to one 
side.; and clanked on its @hodical.ly destructive wry. . Suc,h’ 
seemiq’ immunity d&mor$lized ’ the men iclho saw it. 

The ,attack against Clrnljany K on the south spilled over, to the 
southwest, and was joined by the other en&ny infantry attacking 
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f&i ..‘q)e” .&t. (&pa&$,, 18,s .‘, ,M pi&&n’ on ‘he’ ‘A r&ht ,‘pf the 

Stratih rooad found itself ‘m3er. under assault. A runner”‘reported 
the situation to Captain Mkey, the company commander, who WBS 
still with his hard-pressed 2d platoon on the north. Ebkey sent 
~rd back, for the, 3d Platoon tr> withdraw from its foxholes in the 
open ,f ield to: the cover of the houses. 

Along the Harscheidt and Hasenfeld roads the German tanks 
spotted the feeble row of, ,mines,, disdainfully pulled- off the 
s’ides, and’ skirt$d: U&n;” ‘*en they mre among the ‘I buildings of 
the to* a?l “‘the’ foxholes of ,the defenders; systematically 
,pumpi.ng round after, round’ into the positions;,’ Cn the south, and 
southwest the situation rapidly ‘disintegrated. Canpany K’s 
defenses broke mder the attack. ’ 

Anerican rifi*en streamed from their foxholes into the w$ds 
tb the boutQ*~~.. As ,they sought relief “frhn the”poundirQ the,y ‘i;i;6\i&., ,i;e&aps: ,mw$$,tif+Ty, ,f&&er’ ifi@ Gm’&, &rritoiy;” .-mey 
a;‘&: jc;sna ;;$) ‘thGfg fl‘-Yghe.by ,sme~“,~en.:p~~ .d&-y Cl ,/. 

An&her @mp&ny K group of ,,aboiit ’ platoon size retreated ’ into & &&$ & &&tor !i, a& therk t6;la: a ,$14$or; ,@aer th& th’e 
G&mans had knocked out one of’.Cbmpany K’,s attached heavy machine 
guns and captured the other. 
the,, company% positions. 

Ihe enemy had c@npletely overrun 

me Qmpany L platoon leader sent three men to his company. 
c&%ati post ‘,& get ,a.“ti’it in, the vicinity, of the church in the center of ,town 

e, er jjicture of the over&all situation. Jhey, guickly 
returr@; ~re.p$‘ti$ that’ ’ they h.9’ ‘beTen, prevent”@ fit&i: reaching. 
$16 com,peny .,CP _ by’:‘.fire ,from Germans estabi ished in.: the church. 
‘The three. men had: ,the impression that’ .everyone on.’ their right had 
wi thd ra&n ; ..:“. _’ ,,. 

The enemy tanks plunged directly through the’ positions of the 
1st Platoon, Ctipany ‘L, in ,‘the center .,of’ the canpanyls’ ‘sector, on 
the east: ‘Ihey ,overran the com@ny’s’ 6b-nm. ‘mortars’ and .knocked out, tw of, tg&‘Gi&, ‘&~~&>hi~ fra, t&ii ‘h’bil guns; Mi‘fying 

’ the “complny coriinand ‘post ‘that ‘they could not hold, the ‘Mericans 
retreated w the woods on the southwst where they had seen 
‘Wnpany, Ktroops withdrawing . :I. L Now, the retreat of small groups and platoons 5~9s turning <into 
a disorderly general mass ~“exoduri;.‘ Captain Ebkey ordered his 2d 
Platoon, i ~ampariy I, to ‘pull back to the ~ protection of the, b;~il~i@~‘; but ‘the“ -&n’ay~.,fire -abwme ‘e,’ intense. &ht.-.Gontfol. 
,beca@ virtually ,imp&sible. The’ men fled ‘; not to the buildings 
as they, hiad been ordered, but north’ ati”& over ‘the ‘open ground 
and-” into ‘-‘the mods in the “direction ,‘of Komerscheidt, ithere 
findid thtiselves intenni.ngld- with other fleeiti members of the’ 
battal ion. It WS, difficult ‘to ‘find large groups from ‘one’ ‘hit. 
In the Canpany K sector, ‘2d ! Lt. Richard Tyo, a platoon leader, 
had r&iced the .withdrawal of the company’s machine gun. section 
and 1st Platoon. @’ being told ,by the men that they had ,orders 
to withdraw; Lieutenant lye tiok charge and led them back through 
the houses of Schmidt toward the north and Komnerscheidt. Cn the 
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way they i&sed two men from’, the company! s. 3d Platoon, one’. with ,a 
broken: ‘leg’~:.at-d, the other L lying wounded! in his foxhole.: .‘I& 
wounded ‘men -said their platoon had gone “that way” and painted 
toward the woods ,to the southwest. \ m and his group continued 
north, however , ‘and joined the confused men, struggling to get 
back to Kherscheidt. 
wounded. 

There was no time to take along the 

.’ The. headquarters groups of Companies L and K tried to form .a 
l’fne,,,,i.n;,the;Bthe ,center of, Schmidt, but even this, small semblance 
of order”. ,,w+ soon.‘confusion again. Someone. in .the new l.ine said 
an’ order h@ come’ to withdraw; the word spread ‘quickly, and, none 
questioned its source. ‘A Company K man remanbered the fort’);-five 
prisoners in the near-by basement, ard the tm men headed them 
back double-time toward KorrPnerscheidt., The other men joined the 
m$y q~yi.~rq out, :,yf :.,pm@dt .’ 

: :‘;The ,,8l~~n?n. ..mortar,platoon on, the “northern &Vi& of ‘to& had 
.‘received ‘its “first, i’ndication., of co.unterattack shor’tly after 
‘daybre,ak &en, ‘a, rould from an “SS&;‘. g’ti cr,ashed acjainnst the 
house near’ .the Idug-in mortars, seriously .w~undirg a man outside 
the small ,building’ in’.tiich .‘the mortar men, ‘were sleeping. The 
mortar men, then ‘joined in defensive fires on call. from the rifle 
companies ‘and w&e so intent on their job they did not notice the 
ri ;le companies withdrawing . Well along in the morning a 
1,ieutenant from Company, I stopped at their psition and. toid .them 
therifle, canpanies, had ai.i, fallen back and’ enemy ‘tanks were :only 

.a,:.,\few’ l$uses~ ‘away. Carrying the seriously ,,,. wounded man on’ a 
stretcher made fran. ‘a ladder, the mortar men withdrew; Once, the 
withdraw& had b&q,’ it lost alli semblance of ;organization’; each 
1.ittle’ group made ‘its‘way’back toward Kommerscheidt on its own., 

The -time ms now about 1000, and with’ or without orders 
Schmidt ,. was being : abandon& ., The battalion cb;miander no:tified 
those companies :tith whom he still, ‘had contact that. the battalion 
CP was, .pullirg ‘;i,ts, switchboard ,and they ,should withdraw. ‘,, ., ,. 

‘I’ ‘._ Li-ttle could be done fo.r the seriously ,ptided unable to join 
the, retreat. The battalion .aid station .was far back, at the 
moment in the Kall River gorge. Several company aid men. stay&j 
behind with the mutied to.lend &at .assistance they could., The 
‘-bodies of the. .dead ware left tiere they,had. fallen. 

Most .of the American troops who were to get out of Schmidt 
had, #idently._done so by.. about ,ll,Ob, -.-although an occasional 
straggler continued to, emerge ‘unt.il about noon. Eiy 1230. the loss 
.of. Schmidt $s. ,a‘pparently ‘recognized at 28th Division head- 
quarters,‘,. for the’ air control off,icer directed the “3%‘th Squadron 
of. the ,,3$6t4i, Group (P-47’s) ‘.to attack. the town.: * ‘Ihe squadron 
termed,‘results of .the bcmbik “excellent.” 

: Struggle With the Main $upply’@ute ‘. 
While the 3d.. Battalion, 112th, Infantry;,” was engaged in, .it.s 

battle for survival ‘in Sdhmidt, other Ij troops of the regiment and 
.supportirg ‘units were engaged in activity, which weighed heavily 
on the 3d battalion’s battle. 
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The’ 3d. Battalion aid station’ had received a message f&m 
Colonel Flood, the battalion cannander, at 0500 to displace 
forward from Germeter .tiere, except for a forward collecting 
station’ under Lieutenant Muglia, it had remained even after its 
battalion had taken Schmidt.’ The aid station troops responded to 
the order by establishing themselves at the church in Vossenack 7 
while tUgl,ia took some of the. equipment and personnel on the edge 
of .: the .woods ,alongside the .Kall trail . . He had left one litter 
squad there the night before. .’ CSending all available litter 
bearers to comb the area for casualties, the lieutenant and’ T/3 
John M., szledio reconnoitered for an aid station site. 

Reside the trail, about 300 yards fran the Kall River, Mqlia 
fom?a a log dugout approximately twelve by eighteen in si se. 
(See Map, 24,.):j. The~entire. dugout was mergrourd except for a 
front partially barricaded’; with ‘rock. l’he roof had &en con- 
structed of twr, layers ofhs.heavy logs+ ‘this providing excellent 
pro’tectioq from all shelling except direct hits. Clhile the 
runnerwent Jback- to Vossenack ‘for the battalion surgeon, Capt. 
Michael’ DeMarco, and ‘the remainder’ of’ the 3d Battalion medical 
personnel,’ Lieutenant Mqlia displayed a Red Cross panel at the 
cabin and patients began ti collect. An ambulance loading point 
was established at the trail’s entrance in the woods. 

The three-weasel supply train which had ‘reached Schmidt after. 
,midnight had been ‘i under the comnar&‘of 1st’ Lt. William George, 
the 3d, Battalion motor officer,;,..: r-Just before. dawn ‘the three, 
weasels returned to Genneter , carrying’ those men ‘who had been 
wounded in the Schmidt ‘capture and mop-up. Lieutenant George; 
then agreed to return ti ,Schnidt w&h the battalion Antitank 
Platoon leader ti take’ back a miscellaneous load of munition. 
01. reaching the entrance of the main supply route into the woods 
southeast of Vossenack shortly after dawn, the party found the 
trail ‘“blocked by Lieutenant PleigQ abandoned tank. Although 
other tanks had, previously passed this ‘obstacle, the group gave 
up its ‘supply attempt when the enemy shelled the area and one of 
the supply sergeants was killed. 

?he abandoned tank gave trouble. as ~11 to those tanks of 
Canpany A, 707th Tank Battalion, which had not yet passed the 
initial- obstacles of the supply route. Fbur had managed to get. 
throgh (at least~one wms’ in Kannerscheidt at dawn), but the rest 
were still struggling with the. narrow trail. The 2d Platoon, 
which had only. three tanks .left, began its journey ‘before day- 
light,. In .‘S. Sgt. Anthony S. Zaroslinski I s lead tank rode- 
Lieutenant Clarke, whose,own vehicle had ‘been immobilized by a 
mine the day before in mssenack; men his tank reached, Fleig’s 
abandoned tank, Sergeant Zaroslinski , unaware that the 1st 
Platoon had’ successfully’ bypassed the obstacle ‘by winching its 
tanks aro,urd. it, attanpted to pass on the left. The venture 
ended disastrously: Zaroslinski Is tank slipped off the road, and 
the sergeant found himself u?able to back it up because of the 
steep and slippery incline. ‘The crew dismomted to investigate, 
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and. enemy shells struck home, killing Zaroslinski and munding 
Lieutenant Clarke. 

Sgt. Walton R Allen, comanding the ,next tank in colunn, 
decided to try squeezing betwen the tm disabled tanks, using 
Sergeant Zaroslinski’s tank as a buffer on the left to keep his 
ow tank. fran sliding into the draw; Succeeding, he dismounted 
and turned his tank over to Sgt. Kenneth E. Yarman, who commanded 
the. inext tank, in the.. .colurn:; : Allen ‘. then’ led “Yannan’s tank 
through; boarded it, and conttnued dam .the trai-1. 

Sergeant ,Yarman, now cannandirg the lead tank of ’ ‘the 2d 
Platoon, reached the bend here the rock outcropping made passage 
so difficult. As he triad to pass, his tank sl,ipped off the left 
of the trail and threw its left track. The next tank under 
+gea,nt ,Allen reached a. point, short of I the outcropping and also 
sltpped off the trail tto the;, ,:left, throwing both its tracks. _ 
Abqlit t?le :sane. the, se .rgeant :Markey, <s&o ca~@ed the‘,,last, tank 
of”.,Q~e; leading 1st Platoon’ and .tis presunably al ready past the 
Kall, ,reported back to his canpany-casnander, Captain ‘Hostrup, at 
the rock outcropping i His tank had -gotten stuck near the bottom 
of the gorge and had also throw a. track,. 

Only one tank,, comanded by Lieutenant Fleig, had reached 
Kaznerscheidt. TWD others were now past the river. But behind 
them and full, on the, vital tra&l sat five disabled tanks. Still 
farther’ $XJ the,, rear%, and Witing to cane forward viere the four 
tanks :.of the .3d Platoon. M&Le the, ,armor remained st,ymied. on the 
Kali trail , preci.ous tiq was slipping by. For sane time now ,the 
crewmen’ had been hearing the battle .noises from Schnidt, and by 
1100 occasional. str,agglers fran the Schnidt battle ,had begm .to 
pass,.*em going to the rear. ‘. 

Still working with hand tools on the Kall trail were 
Lieutenant : Huston’s platoon? fr,.an Ccmpany B, 20th Engineers, I and 
all of Qmpri’ny A, 20th Engineers. Five Germans surrendered*. 
voluntarily, ti Canpany ..A’s security guards as the unit wrked 
east of the river. Occasional enemy’artillery fire ~med six 
of its men. Huston’s Canpany B platoon, informed by the tankers 
that they thought they could replace the tracks on their disabled 
tanks without too much delay, barked to repair the danage done 
by the tanks to the delicate left bank of the trail. Although 
almost .it~nty-four. hours. had elasped since Canpany K,. 112th 
Infantry, had first entered Schmidt, higher commanders ,still 
seemed unaware of the poor condition of the Kall ,trail. Cnly one 
engineer company and ap? additional platoon, equipped with hand 
tools,,,ard air cunpressor but no, demolitions, mre. mrking ,on the 
W&l, and F one ms blocking the north-south river road, , both 
ends of :$ich led into enemy territory. ,’ 

While the struggle with obstacles on the supply .route w&t on 
and while the battle raged in Schmidt, the 2d Battalion, 112th 
Infantry, continued to hold, its Wssenack ridge defenses. An 
ensny patrol in force hit Canpany F at approximately 0630 but MS 
beaten off with small arms fire and artillery support on call 

* 
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from the 229 th Field Art’illery i Battalion. When daylight. came; 
the ,,defenders had to steel.:! their nerves against relentless enemy 
sheli ing . It seemed to the soldiers forward of’ Vossenack, that 
the enemy concentrated his fire on each foxhole until he believed 
its occupants knocked out, then, moved on. The shelling forced 
the 2d Battalion to move its corsnand post during the day to an 
air-raid shelter about a hundred yards west of the church on the 
north side of the street. The companies initiated -a practice, of 
bringing ,as’many men. as possible into! the ,houses during daylight 
leaving only‘,a, skeLeton‘:*force oni’.the ridge. ,,. :!‘:i,. ::.. , : 

In the western end of Vossenack, troops carried on their 
duties and: traffic continued to flow ,in and out of town. ,Someone 
coming into Vossenack for only a short time, perhaps during one 
of the inevitable lulls in ‘the fire, -might not have, considered 
the,.. shelliXng particularly effective; .,, But the : .foot soldiersknew 
different, GTO themr in itheir exposed foxholes, a lull. was only a 
time; of apfirehensive’ tiaiting for the next bursts. The ‘cumulative 
ef,fect was beginning to tell ;.Z ‘” ,, , ,; ,: 

.:_i, ib :: .The, ,Battle fcjr Kom&rscheidt f” ., ,, 
‘,At dawn :-on 4 November.,. just ‘before the Germans counter- 

,C’ 

, attacked at Schmidt; the officers of Companies A and D, 112th 
Infantry, took stock of their defensive situation ,in Konmer- 
scheidt’ and .made minor adjustments’ to the posi’tions” they had 
moved ,’ into the night before. :The Americans found themselves~: 
situated on the Power’ ‘portion of the Konunerscheidt-Schmidt!, ridge,’ 
with~~dense’~wooded: drairJs on three ,sides, and another wooded:‘draw! 
curving! around: ..slightly to their front .(southeasQ .,. ! Their.: 
defenses were generally on either flank of the. town and 1 south of 
the:,: houses along the t0;Wnj.s main east-west street. Lack of’ 
troopshad ‘caused them to foreio occupying the houses along the. 
southern road toward Schmidt, Company C. was in a reserve p&i- 
tion in the edge of the woods ,to. the rear, ahd Company B and a 
platoon ,: of Company D’s heavy machine ‘guns were 3 still back at 
Rechelskaul.. They had :. tank support initially from only one ;tank, 
that ‘of ‘Lieutenant Fleig, Company A, 707th Tank Battalion, but’ 
just before- noon Fleig ‘s tank was joined by those of Sergeants 
Barton and Spooner. The battalion command post was in a shallow,’ 
partially ,covered dugout in an orchard, just north of the’-town, 
and the< aid’station was in the cellar ,of a house on the northern. 
edg.e ‘. of ‘town. After daylight ‘the enemy harassed the.,. 
Kommerscheidt positions with occasional light. artillery and ..I 
mortar concentrations, but it was, from the:-direction of.,Schmidt 
that the ,men could hear the heavier firing. . . . “-; ‘. i i > i : 

: By midmorning it was. evident that i’something,..disastro~ was.’ 
happening in Schmidt. Small groups of i frightened , disorganized 
men began to filter back through the Kozrnerscheidt positions with 
stories. that “they’re throwing everything they’ve got at us.” By 
1030 the scattered groups had ,reached the’ proportions of a de- 
moralized mob, reluctant to respond to the orders of’ the 
officers, non-corsnissioned officers, and men of. Companies A and D 
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seeking to :.a&ment , the Rmimerscheid TV defenses. 
.“Withinthe mass of retreating men’ there were frantic ‘efforts 

to stem the withdrawal, and men the enemy did. not immediately 
pursue his Scbnidt success groups of 3d Battalion troops b,egan to 
reorganize to assist the lst Sattalion. Company I, withdrawing 
through the wooded draw southeast of Komnerscheidt, found it had 
about seventy-two men, and, with a few stragglers from other 
ccmpanies, stopped in Karmerscheidt and joined, the center of the 
defense on the south;. Approximately twenty-six. men with, Sergeant ,d’ 
Ripperdan of Canpany L, ‘augmented: by. a. small group of battalion 
headquarters personnel ,‘. ,went into position to the northwest’ 
fringe of tom, faciq slightly southof west, on the right flank ir 
of 3d Platoon, Company R ?he remnants of Company K, including 
the group tJhich had retreated with Lieutenant m, were organized 
into tm lnderstrength platoons: one, with a, strength .of about - 
fo~urteen men,! d$ .:in ti the,; rear of Komnerscheidt ‘(north) ; the’ 
other, facedv”the: northeast to g-r-d the left flank; The. Cbmpany D 
commander, Capt. John B. Huyck,. made.: contact with Captain, 
Piercey, Company M .conmander-, and, co-ordinated the fire of’ 
Canpany,, D’s weapons ,with those surviving: .frq Company,,,M, three 
81-mn. mortars without munition and three heavy machine guns. 
The latter went into psition on the southwst edge of K-err 
scheidt. :. Despite these efforts at ,stopping the retreat, many men 
cont.inued past Kcmmerscheidt . Scxne were stopped.,at the Company C 
tisline;:pXzit,ion, ,but, others withdrew all ,the’ way to Vossenack 
and; Germeter. I@qh estimates itiicated that, only about 200 men 
of the 3d Battalion wF?re reorganized to join Companies. A’and D in 
defending Komnersche,idt. 

Even, ,as the J< 3d Battalion was being knocked out of S&mid t, 
the battalion’s assistant. S-3, 1st Lt. Leon Simon, as making his 
way: -,forwrd with a regimental, order tiich instructed the 3d 
Battalion to :. hold temporarily in Schnidt while the 110 Infantry 
continued its!, attack against Paf felsbrand . Lieutenant Simon got 
TY) farther, than Kotnnerscheidt and there was directed by Colonel 
Flod, the’ 3d Battalion commander , to return and tell regiment he 
absolutely had to have more tanks. mspi te radio communication 
with Ibmmer.scheidt, the Schmidt action ms a confused blur at. 
regimental’ headquarters west of Genneter along the kisser Wah 
Creek,.,’ ,:Pefore Lieutenant ‘Simon returned, the regimental,. execu- 
tive officer, Lt.-- -Cal. Landon J. Lockett, an3 the S-2, Capt 
shunter iv1. ^ .Montganery,[ accompanied by two @otogra@ers and a 
driver, went forward in a -jeep in an effort to clarify the situa- 
tion. When Simon returned to regiment, there had been 1~) word 
fran Colonel. Iockett’s. .party; Colonei Peterson, the .reg imental 
commander,, told: Simon to lead him to tinmerscheidt; and shortly 
after’ they left, the assistant division cOrnnaMer, Brig., Gen; 
George A. Izlvis, ‘and his aide .also deprted for mmerscheidt. 

Although the enemy did not imnediately pursue his attack 
against Konanerscheidt, artillery fire and direct fire from tanks 
in Schnidt harassed attenpts at reorgani,zation. Then, about 
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1400, .,at: least’ five’.~eriemy. ‘t&s, accom~riied by ,a ‘,snall :force ,of )e’ 
infantry,‘ attacked fran the wooded draw’ on the southeast. ‘There 
could be no doubt now: Ibmmerscheidt held ‘next priority on the 
German. schedule of couterattacks. 

:The enemy tanks, Mark IV’s and V’s, imitated the tactics they 
had used ‘so effectively earlier in the day on Schmidt, standing 
out of effective bazooka range and, firing roEd:,, after -round into 
the ::foxholes aryd ) ba~tl&qar~ed .bui,ldings. Artillery qbservers 
with the’ defenders called for hbmerous concentrations,, against .the 
attack, but the, German tanks did not stop. Fran ‘sdtiidt, other ’ 
German direct-fire weapons, possibly incltiing tanks; supported 
the assault: From, 1000 to’ 1700 the- 229th, Field Artillery 
Battalion fired at ieast ‘462’ rounds in the vicinity of Kommer- 
scheidt+W&dtf .and fires were further a$qmented’,by ‘the, 155-G. 
glils~ :Fder, c&p’! control and, the~~~.l++h’ Field; ~Artillery~~Batt~l io,n ;“’ 
‘cap+pLM; Chmura!, ‘;ti’ liaison officer fran ,’ the ‘229th,.Field 
&~~s~~.&&~z &ei:ibfi; &id f-J-&e’ suppoatifig fi,res &e, !.‘t&rific .I!:. 

J&I,, t& ‘,aj+e&ck ‘hi.t;, ‘, Lieut$&n&. fl& ig ! ($&os ‘tafik ._ ha$. been the 
first .;.to arrive’ -in tin$nerscheid:t),: and the-’ tw other tankers :of .: 
Canpany A, 707th Tank Battalion, were in a partially def,iladed 
position in a slight draw in the open j‘w;t northtjest of, Komner- 
scheidt near ! the astern woods ‘,line. T\he tankmen pulled their 
Shermans ‘up on a slight rise and fired at the enemy tanks, Eleig ‘.: 
cla,imi$.itw of the attackers’knocked -out -‘and ‘his companions’ ‘a ( , 

1 third. ,!titicing that the infantry tis $etreating ftom~ the left 
flank of ,.the tom, Fleig .moved in that direction ‘into a sparse 
orcukd’ just zh &me., to &e. $ Mark’ V’ Panther. &m/i&! inb gii’i 
tion. At’ a’~rar$e. of 200 to “300 ,yards, Fleig fired; h~ittirq the ’ 
&,,,,& &j..$-‘ tw&e’j but he W& u&sing: hi,gh’,explosive ,amnunition, : 
and ‘the Panther’s” to~qh hide was not ‘dmqed. The 1 ieutenant,’ 
discovered’ thenl+ctha’.t he had ‘no armo’r:piercing ammunition 
availabl.e;~.‘all, “of, it, ‘beiM outside in, the .qzonsbn rack: -:Men the .’ 
German :‘cremen’) evidently frightened by .the ‘.high. explo’siv,e hi,&; 
j unpd >out of their .tanki Fl’eig ceased firing ard:;‘turned his 
turret to ‘get at his rack.and the armor-piercing anmunition. The 
Germans seized the opIjbrtunity to re-enter their tank and open 
fire, ‘but, theimr first ‘rotid W# a -miss. ” ‘Wrking ‘feverishly, 
Lieutenant. Fleig ,‘ati‘.his crew’obtained the armor-pierci@ arsnuni- ., 
tion ::and returned;‘ fire.. Getigfi $rm; Their ‘first round, cut the barrel ,of the ripe. -.-.ra.‘r9~-tis in .;q‘iiiclj. silc=‘d&3;B.i6h etirg. Lb th-& 

left si;de of ,,the” Panther i s hull, 
killirg all’ its, ‘crew.“ , ’ 

setting the tank afire and ,, 

r ig hf’“, flank . 
Fleig returned to the fight’ on the’ town’ s ,) . . .,.: I. I 

‘The” surviving ‘.&&my tanks continued : & blast ,the 
arout%$ ,-the tom. 

positions 
! ,‘tie tank, “tirk&l its way up a trail on ‘, the : 

soutkiheiif . tier-e ‘Sgt. lbny Kud.iak, a lst “Sattal ion ,%adquarters 
man acting &;a riflemanjYiar;d Wt. ‘Paul Lealsy ‘crept ‘out of their 
holes to’ ,meet %t’:with a :ba’&oka. Spotting- ‘the tti’ Americans, the 
German turned his machine guns on then, then his ‘hull, gun, but 
both times he missed’; Kudiak, and Lealsy returned to, get riflemen 
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for, protection,, ;and., then qme @ack. While they .w&!e gonfz,., the 
tank approached to within twenty-five yards’ of a stone building 
in the southern edge of town, a second tank pulling into position 
near where the first had been initially. Just then a P-47 
airplane roared down and dropped two bombs. The first German 
tank was so damaged _ by the bombs ,it could not move, although it 
still ,,continued to fire. Sergeant Kudiak finished it off with 
one .bq~ka . rocket which entered on one, side just above the 
track,,, setting the, tank af ire. The, isecond German tank backed off 
without if irirrg . . ,. ,;’ : 

.The supporting P-4.7’s were bombing, and strafing so close to 
Komnerscheidt (the German tank was ,knocked out virtually within , 
the town) that the riflemen felt, that the, pilots did not know the 
American troops were, ; there.. They welcomed -the support,, but .they 
threw, ,.out,,:olored,~ identi.flication pane& to mqke sure , the pilots 
knew ,who held-the. town. ;,The 9-47’s were, probably from the, 397th ., 
Squadron; 368th .:Group,, which was over .,the Schmidt, a,r.ea f,rom 1,337 
to 15,OO;’ The-squadron. reported engaging a concentration of, more 
than fifteen vehicles ,, and,,,,claim,ed one armored vehicle destroyed 
and.two damaged. . 

In the mi(ist of the battie, ,Colonel Peterson arrived on foot 
at the northern woods line. He, .had abandoned his regimental 
command jeep .,ju& west ..of the.@1 River, because of trail, diffi- 
culties.’ At.,; the< :~woodsline he ., took charge of about thirty.. 
stragglers. who. had been assembled’, there from the 3d Battalion and’* _ .._. 
led ,them -into Konnnerscheiht . : 

With the ‘arrival,> of ‘air support ‘z&c the continued hammering 
by artillery, mortars, small arms, .and the three, tanks, the 
German assault was stopped cut 1600‘. The defenders sustained 
numerous personnel casualties, but in the process ,, they knocked. 
out. at least five. German tanks without losing one of their own 
three. Just how. a big, a role a small number of ,tanks might have 
played had they been available,for, the~earlier defense of Schmidt 
was: ., ,clearly illustrated by. the temporary, success at Komner- 
scheidt . ‘, 

General Davis, the assistant division co$rnander, who had also 
come forward. .during the afternoon, I conferred in KonXnerscheidt 
with Colonel Peterson and the battalion .corrmanders in ‘order to 
get-a clearer picture of the,isituation. ,He then radioed .informa- 
tion,, to division on the condition of men and equipment involved 
in the fight beyond the Kall. He spent the: night in a KoIr@er- 
scheidt cellar ‘and returned to the rear the next rrorning. ., 

As night came, the men of Companies A and D and the remnants 
Of the ,3d Battalion worked.. to consolidate their Kommerscheidt 
positions in, the, face of continued enemy artillery .harassment,. 
Colonel Peterson, also deciding to spend the night in Kommer- 
scheidt, warned Lieutenant Fleig not, to withdraw his tanks ,for 
any reason I including, servicing. He feared an enemy cqunter- 
attack that night ard was concerned that, if even this small tank 
force were withdrawn, the nervous, infantry might pull out too. 
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About 1500 that afternoon division ,hzxd”‘ordered the units in 
Kamnerscheidt to attack to retake Schmidt, but apparently TY) one 
on the ,ground had entertained any illusions about compliance. 
The problen then had been to maintain the Karmerscheidt position. 

ANALYSIS 
’ -The ‘Frman combined-arms’covlterattack on Schmidt showed how 

important discipline ard ca&ti arid control are. The American 
with&awl quickly became a rout. 

lhe dependence on the inadequate &xl1 ‘Suljply ’ trail probably 
do&&l. the. ScMidt penetratioiifkti the ~b~Eiginnitq~ Besides being 
extremely difficult to traverse, ~ as evidenced by all the throw 
tracks, it was never ‘provided adequate security. 

?he failure of the first German comterattack can be directly 
attributed’,. to Lt,. Fleig’s% destr&tion of the enemy armor which 
spearheaded ,tie.: attack, i even ‘though his aknnnition ‘load plan le’ft 
scmethi$~ &zbe .,desired . CC., ! “:’ 

” ‘5 :: ‘,‘~ I’ ‘s; 
: ,,“’ “. :,., ,I : ,I * 
,,a I” ,’ 
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.,,. ‘,’ RECC%JNAISS&E IRFCRCE BY RWSIAN ARMCR 

Early ‘in October 1943, the German 196th Infantry Regiment 
occupied defensive positions within a forest about 20 miles north 
of Kiev. Although both flanks were well protected, the positions 
themselves were vulnerable because the soil ws loose and sandy. 
The Germans neglected ti plant antipersonnel mines but did lay 
antitank mines across roads leading toward their main line,,,of 
resistance. Behind the MLR they erected roadblocks, covered by 
dy-in 50~mn . antitank g,uns-:.. _., 

,Ihe groti sloped. gen,tly upward “‘in ~ the di,rection...:of, ,the 
Russian MLR, which was then located aloe the crest of a flat 
ridge about 2,000 yards north, of .the German MIR ,(map 16) .’ 

On 5 October the Russians made. the first of a series of 
for,qrd ‘moves. These mov,e~~ents remained undetected until German 
observers, ,discover@l that the grouti had been brdken ::in the 
vicinity of Advance Position A. Later in the ..day FUssian 
artillery fired smoke shells on such known German targets as the 
forester Is house and the road intersections. German artillery 
and mortar fire against the Russian forward, positions were 
ineffective. The patrols that probed the enemy during the night 
were repulsed. 

\W’ 

c 

Dur.ing the following 2 days the Russians moved their 
positions forward over 500 yards ti Position B. Again the 
movements remained Lnobserved because the intermittent rain re- 
str.icted visibility. Heavy German mortar fire succeeded only in 

‘drawing more violent Russian mortar and artillery fire on the 
road intersections near the fringes of the forest. As German’ 
night patrols .probed, forward, they began ti encounter FUsian 
patrols in increasing nunbers. 

By 10 October the Russians had succeeding in establishing 
thgnselves along Advance EWition C, only 500 yards fran the 
German MLR. 
fire, 

Wder the wotective cover of mortar and artillery 
reinforced German reconnaissance patrols were sent out 

during the day to determine the strength and disposition of the 
Russian forces ati positions and to occupy the latter, should 
they be found deserted. Bomver , after advancing scarcely 100 
yards the patrols came under such heavy mortar fire that they 
were forced ti turn back with heavy casualties. 

When the weather cleared, the Germans were able to observe 
all three Wssian advance positions, but could not spot any 
further movement. During the night the Russian positions mre 
placed under harassing mortar and infantry weapon fire. Wile 
three German patrols mre beirg driven off in front of msition 
C,. nunerous Russian reconnaissance garties infiltrated the inter- 

; mediate area and at some points approached within a few ‘yards.of 
the German main line of resistance. 

For the next three nights the Russians were busy digging in 
aloq Advance msition C. Heavy rains helped dampen the noises 
of their intrenchirg activities. Shortly after dust on 12 
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October, a .Cerman. .patrol’ finally succeeded in reaching the 
fringes of EWition C. After having spotted‘some hasty intrench- 
merits, all of ., tiich appeared deserted, the Germans ‘wre driven 
b,ack to their lines by three Russian patrols which, supported ‘by 
nine light machine gms, suddenly appeared from mtiere. 

Heavy rains fell again in the evening of 13 October. At 2300 
the Russians began to rake the entire German sector with a savage 
artillery barrage which lasted tm hours. Over the din of 
exploding shells the soiind of approaching tanks could be distin- 
guished in the German forward area. However, the tank noise soon 
faded away, giving, eyery indication that the armor had been 
witMrarJl. 

lb”ard man of the next day, in a driving rain, a 3-man 
German patrol succeeded in crawlirq into the ..forward Russian 
posi t,ions . They were still deserted and gave the appearance of 
havig been occupied .for only a very~ short time. The Germans 
concl,uded at,, once that these ware dumny positions. ulknown ,/ ti 
the m’embers of the patrol at the time was the fact they had been 
closely observed by the F&sians, who nevertheless permitted them 
to reconnoiter the positions unmolested,’ feeling certain their 
true intentions would mt be revealed. 

Fleantiile, the tissians ere proceediq with preparations for 
their reconnaissance mission inside, the German lines. 

RUSSIAN T-34 in action. 
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\ / 
<Du,r $ng. $he afternoon .! of 94. October ,‘ a .20Lman patrol , 

includi.ng.:an r officer’ ati tm noncommi&ioriecj oPf ice’rs, was 
selected from a Russian rifle, company which had been resting in ,a 
village. behiti the Lines. -These men were all.specially selected, 
veteran ,.fighters,: famil,iar - with the terrain since all.: of them had 
originally ccxne %frcm the Kiev region. Each man was’ provided. with..’ 
2 days’ rations,, .l l/2 \ days’ armlnition supply, and 6 hand 

R 4r~~,%!e~,~ Fe off,icer -was issued .a,. two-way radio.:‘.;:#e;~~ar& ‘his. ‘I 
nonco,~~$ssloned >off&rs carr,&I su@achJnegm,s ;5+hil,e j’the rest I. ;I 
of the men::were .arm@ with automatic rifles. :. After: reachirg:a,. “ 

‘4 trench ,in the, vicinity of Position A, the ptrol tis met, by a,‘: 
Russian officer> whop briefcrl them as follows: ‘2 i I, ; 

You .tiii move out and proceed, .ti v Advance : Ebsition C 

’ 

where you will joi,n, four ,tanks that have beendugiiri. “Tomor- 
,,,row.. you are:, ‘to. .motit: the.: tanksi.;:~advance ‘onx the, German:. p5sP;t ‘, 

‘\,‘ tiqns factiSrg us; :.,penet‘rate thein; *.“titi -,dr:ive :::lnti the wooded ’ 
e,my : rear ,,, ,;ar ea. iar~I@tiing should .be al,lowed ~.to delay your 

: Progres,qi since ,everything depetis on lightnirg .speed. ,. Knock $. 
: domfi whatever -gets in your wz~y but’ avoid ariy., prolonged en- 1, 

counter.. _ Remember your p primary mission jis ,to gain informa- 
tion about German psitions, how they are manned, and .tiere .’ 

; the enemy artillery,, mortars*. at-d obstacles are emplaced,. 
.@ni t, stop ~to take,. pr+oners, u?.til your return, trip; one or. 

‘,: ~.tw2,,~ w&:&l .juf ficei’,’ You must create ,fear and: terro:r behi;njl the:, 
,enem,y lines:‘and.: then:,@thdraw, as,.swiffly as ~y~u,~c,ame. ” :: 
.;*,i; :.; .r: ,‘,, ., ’ ,, i: :’ I ,:. : 1 ,>.: ,,,- a’ / 

#ate fhat~,,:&nirg $x’ ‘patrol, moved ,out “toward:, the German 
1 ines . Despi$e,i,enemy :harassing .fi,re :it reached, the’,; tanks in : 
Fbsition, C, at 0100.1 The tanks, with their crei\s ‘inside,. had ‘been 
dug in by engineers- and were wall camouflaged;’ ..The ‘entrances:&‘.:’ 
the pi.ts slo.ped upward- toward the*‘rear ;. .$s .‘: ,:..’ // ,’ 

The. infantry Qatr.01. ,i\as inow split into: squads”.of five men and 
,each:: squad; was ,assigned to a tank. md mefif we’re 0rderd.r to’ dig 
in close :to., ‘their :tanks ; maintain absolute. silence, and : remain _ 
covered, especially after daybreak. ‘I ‘., :J. 7 -. I 

At dawn all wes quiet and well concealed.~, A light’ haze 
hover.@, ,-over the area _ in the. early morning. hours .ard: toward ’ ,, 
afternoon turned &to fog, ‘, lim,iting visibility to about 300 
ya@s. , At approximately 1600 an off icer suddenly up fran the 
direction- “of., -the .Russian MLR and ordered the ptrol L to mount, .at 
once. The engines were quickly ,started and, as the, camouflage 
nets mre removed, the infantrymen junped on their respective 
tanks. Within a mater of minutes the tanks backed out their 
pits,- formed a single. colunn ito, the .front,. and .‘raced tiward’: the 
German, line ‘,at top speed.. After ‘.the tanks had overrLn several’ 
trenches., the first German soldiers could be’ seen. However ; none 
of .then ‘made any <attempt’ to fire but scranbled for,aover at- the 
unexpected -sight >of the ‘tanks. I 

Raving pnetrated the center of the German MLR the tanks 
moved cross-country through heavy underbrush before taking ‘to the 
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ioid . . . . A&they .near;ed the’ forester’s &use ;: a German &eq~‘&tail , 
was :spotted,-’ rtiniq .‘for c&er in great haste. m : ‘&b ‘upset 
tm .ration’ trucks that ware’ blocking the road tid sp&I deep,.into 
German lines., About 1,000 yards beyond the forester’s house the 
Russians suddenly turned half-right and followed the road leading 
inti the- tiods. After .,proceedirg another 1,‘OOO .yards ” .they 
approached a,.crossroad a$ decided to stop. Enjoying a cormand- 
itq ,iriek of>, the.+ ,.ro& ititer&ction; the Russians’ disqout$~-~~ :?d 
prepar&,:,: &l&M, &fen&&. right “,ifi qe midst of si;gti &tir@ ‘.’ .’ 
positions; : hardly+ :700 yak&. &y .ftm the re.injental ::Cp;‘ ‘” +The ” 
tanks ‘iformed the I core of. the position; the infantrymen dug ,in 
aroy the clusttk of amor; .The Russian officer @~ickljz esfab- ” 
1 ished radio ‘I contact with his lines and exchanged messages ; 

ELfore, lorg VGerman ~infantry assualt and cambat engineer 
platoons ,, ,,&quipped~ w&th close-combat : anti tank’ WaponsrI moved L: in 
fr& t&. &re&ions+ard, surrout&d the Russ>ians:. Eb.&ver ,..’ they 
could:. approach no :&o&r than.. 150. ,yardi’ ‘from thei&anks be&use 
the::;sparsely::wood,ed,..f~r.est a’fforded,.theI.Russians’ e%cel.lent 
observation.: .and,r permitted? them’ tic, fire? at anything. that moved. 
Findirg themselves pinned don, the ,Germans sent .a,,.detail.: ti the 
left Iflank of their MLR for one of the 50-mn.; antitank gu31s. 
Since the static gm was dug Jn ati. had to be pulled by hand, its 
arrival wwld be .delayed. Finally, at 1800, two self-propelled 
as~~t!~‘~~ fr&:;~di$r~sion ~o~&fj: inb ,,position &J,. the i@us .df 
the tanks,, o$ened-fire,, and: Munded ; a nInnber :‘of Russian r,iflemen. 

Leaviq their kwmkd ‘behind, the #Russians within 10 minutes 
mounted their .‘tanks” and sp&‘,off iii a ‘nor,thl.y direction. W&d 
the,ir own lines .ti,th tank guns blaz$.rg inall ~directfons. ._j t; 

.::JJarkness ~.s setting in %Aen the 50-mn. antitank gun detail, 
spo,tt@.:- the; ,,,approaching ,Russian tanks. The ‘German. crew’ had no 
oppxtunity to fire their piece and barely succeeded jn getting : 
off.,.,the, roadi.; ?$ey: remained tier cover mtil. the last ,Russian 
tank: had passed., :,&fter,, quickly pulling their .gul into. position.,,. 

-the:-, Germans fi,red’ at the rear tank.and scored .a direct:’ .hit., ‘: 
killing. two of the mounted infantrymen. 

when it. had becane .,quite 
its. ,headlights :on:.and, 

dark the ,Russian lea3 tank turned 
with the othet i three tanks following ‘, 

closely behind,/ sped ‘urmoiest@-,Tacross the German ,main line ,of 
resistance. ‘After they,, reached open terrain ,the Russians’ dimned 
the.::lighEs .-ar-d raced--northward= in’ti the night In the-direction of,: 
their .pAt,ions. I I ..: . 

‘,..’ ,. .~ ,,. ,, , I.. I ,. 5 ,, 
z4NAg’Is : .: ‘* ‘. 

This,. ~8. a:.daring Russian undertaking ,’ met~iculously .prep%ed 
and executed with boldness ati: speed. However, it was crowned jl 
with..,success .primaril:y because of the inadequacy. of the German 
antitank,. defenses.; The Russians must have been aware. ‘. of,‘. the L\ 
sparse minefields and the shortage of self-propelled ‘antitank 
guns.. 

Ihe, Russians spent a great deal of time on preparations by 
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allc&ng, themselves, an .+terval ;:: of I, several ,days ,b&ween their 
advances from Ebsition A to B and frcm B to C. Then there was 
still another interlude of several days before the tanks moved 
into position; finally tti.-more days elapsed ‘before the action 
was actually lavlched . : ,, . . 

The Russians were ,extemely adept in carrying out and 
concealing large-:scale intrenching activities, such as ‘the 

)’ digging of, tank:pits . . . . . : .‘. : I (*,. ;. L : / ‘! i : ‘: ; ” I’ 
.. JIn making, 4hei.r ,positons:;appear totally’ :des&ted dur&g the, 

daytime.% :and by creatiq.:‘! dLdiPny @sitions which ‘$atrols were 
‘1 purposely induced to reconnoiter, the Germans, if not completely 

misled, were at least ‘left’ in, doubt’ as to the true: Russian 
intentions. ,. ,,, :. ., ‘/ 

.,, ‘., Still. another. sa:feguard .that# . the ,:lUssians‘ used. again and 
again’ to insure maxiinq surprise was :to :move up their infantry at 
the: latest ~possible~mom&nt , usually’ not :u?ti’l the-night preceding ‘I ’ 
an -operation. In this manner- they ‘e:l:iminated~. ,the possibility ,ofj,d 
capture. :by enemy< .patrols.‘iand .: the,.‘potential,. disclosures oaf their 
plans;; I ‘, ,; ._, ‘,E ‘; Ir: ‘, .’ 4:: ,‘_ .: .: 

Three weeks after ,the “action just described, the Germans 
discovered how skillfull,y the Russians had,’ camouflaged the 
approach movements. of. their tanks. A Russian .prisoner tild of 
how. the tanks were, .:rnoved forward, masked by: ‘the noise of the. 
artillery barrage. ..Since ,this concealment us not’ fully adequate 
they:.&@ a,;step’,.:fu.rther; ‘. ‘, By .:initially,.:senjlih six ‘tanks and 
then ,immedia:tel y withdrawing tm the.:, FWsians ‘strove td create 
the ,. ~pre,~sibn,,..:.~that., all. Nanks :had been pull& ,,back. lliis ruse 
was employed withi::complete success ; !. .,,, I: 

That the Russians decided to stop at the pro& crossing seemed 
* a blunder.. The,. iensuing 10~s.~ of .timh:mig:ht ,~ll ‘have, ,led ,ti ‘the 

annihilation ,of+the patrol had the.‘Gen&ns employed their assault 
gLns:,from ‘the.:north Trather ‘than frcm ~the”&‘uth and had they ‘been ‘, 
ale.:: b block~:.:thes,~‘ro&s le~&q?no&w&j$d b ’ tk*.Mm wca mines 

c and ,,‘antitank gu’is. ‘, I&y the lUsians suddenly’ ‘stopped’ and’ du$.in 
is not specifically explained. The stopi’ however, did permit 

I them to establish ‘radio contact . ti,It is therefore’ reasonable to 
assl;me that ‘in. thisinstance;~ as ‘in so many. others,, the Russian 
lowr echelon .>corrpnand lacked the imagination and initiative 
necessary tb continue the action ,beyord .its imediate’ scope; 

,,L Y_ _., ,. ,.’ a- .,, 
: ._ ~. 
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TECMIQJE:,, OF,:?HE TANK PLATOON AS .l-l-IE PObNT IN AN ‘EXPLOITATION ” 

The writer was a tank platoon leader in an Armored Division 
and, as such, was often called on TV’ be the point commander in 
exploitation missions. ., 

.The division used a “married” formation throughout. Conse- 
quently, when a, tank platoon was assigned to. the point, the 
armored Infantry counterpart also became part .of _ that,:point. _, ,, 

_i I Ridi;m’. in the leading vehicle in :an annor,ed exploitation c’an, . 
and’ often has, proved td. be, rather -cdeleterious to &e’s health . 
At the very best, it is something /of a strain on the nervous 
system. .Of course, there is .TY) way to make thistask just whole- 
some, clean fLn such as muld appeal to any red-blooded American 
by,. W.Fver, ,certain .techniques learned over a lone. period of 
time, by,.trial .a@ <error , ati fran watching, and. noting 8 the trials 
and:;errors. ,of, others.; ;(.boupled with an. abund’ance o:f the lrluck of 
theIrish”) ,have ‘worked well ‘for the writer. ,..” I. 

,$$dinari.ly: i.t ys..le,ft to,” the tank platoon leader ti con&M 
this group ard to decide on’ the formation to be used. Many, many 
variations wgtre. tried out by platoon officers. Several factors 
had to be considered:.,. 

Flexibility ws an important item. Terrain,’ weather, ) ex- 
pected, enemy resistance, at-+ speed. of the advance .a11 entered 
into the picture. ;- ,’ z I:. 

,.5 Q?e very :,,itroublesome factor ,‘I.was., the ,:ilack. of communication 
betwen, the half~tracks *‘of: the- Infantry platoon. $f. a -. fight !, 
developed, ~,‘and these “half$racks ware scattered; the problem of 
control was acute, (particularly: after replacements had’ ,been 
made) . .’ ,. ” / 

As ‘has’ been. previously.stated., several variations became s- * 
omewhat st,and.ardr; One. of ,these &as tank .and ha.lf;track ‘-, 
al terna tel y. This formation .has several .’ disadvantages. For 
ex%ple, i:t.,.spreads the tank .fire power out. too ,far and .makes the 
platoon leader’s control .problems more ,di;fficult. Then, itoo, the 7 
Infantry control .problem is extremely arduous. .’ An outstanding 
tank platoon leader wed this formation, however ,’ and it worked 
pretty ~11~ while ,he lasted. His chief argment for’ it Was the 
fact that (each infantry squad could protect the, tank lahead. of it 
fran close-in ,antitank measures; “. .1 

However, 
advantages in 

the -writer believes the disadvantages outweigh the 
this case. 

Another formation used by many platoon leaders, was three 
tanks, the Infantry’ platoon leader’s half-track, the other two 
tanks, then the four other half-tracks of the Infantry platoon. 
This system enabled the Infantry platoon leader to be far enough 
formrd to see and size up the situation or confer with the tank 
platoon leader when necessary. In addition, his platoon was all 
together and far enough back so that it w%an’t necessarily under 
fire and could form and attack as a mit.’ 

/’ 

This formation mrked out quite successfully but it left a 
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thin-skinned vehicle rather .far forward and the, Infantry platoon 
leader was still too far frcxn his platoon. Then, too, the half-. 
track hampered, to a degree, the firing of the ixo tanks behind 
it. The writer used this formation for several months but 
finally lined up with the tanks in front and the Infantry behind 
in column and all together. 

This formation put all the tanks up tiere they could be fired 
and’ maneuvered at will. Each tank supported the one in front, 
each.‘had its sector to cover .and the :opposition quickly felt the 

\ weight of the combined fire. Several instances occurred when a 
tank b.as hit but seldom did the anti tank waapxs get more than 
one. 

* 

t 

The Infantry riding as a group ware in good order and could, 
ati .did, .dismount and get into action quickly on several occa- 
sions i s _, A, feat seldom,’ if ever, achieved by the other formations 
which .have come to the writer’s attention. .“, 

,A great dBa1 of eyemsh has been written and spoken about the 
s$xject, -of ridirg infantry on: the, tanks. This was the rule in 
certain outfits . It ws not LKlcommon to see a half dozen thorA 
oqhly unc&fortable doughboys,, often wet, often cold, and altiys 
unhappy, clinging precariously 
leading tan,ks. 

to the deck and sponsons of the 

They wzre there as close-in anti-tank protection. Fee ul iar,- 
ly,many died when the bazooka hit. Others were kil~led by anti- 
tank ginfire, machine gun fire, et cetera. If they hadn’t been 
there the ‘tanks by using wing man tactics and reconnmce by 
fire had ‘little or nothing to :fear from bazooka men.. If you wre. 
bazookaed in, an exploitation, .you ,were sleeping! 

* Of course, in a .night movement, two or three doughboys’ on 
every tank is a good idea and will offer., some protection to ,the 
tank tien it. is standing still. Even then they should be re- 
lieved often so that they, will be alert ati. energetic in playing 
this role.. : 

In this advance party, where should the platoon leader ride? 
In our division at-d others, he rode the lead tank. As the late 
General Patton said, “You can’t plsh a piece of spaghetti, you’ve 
got to pull it.” Actually; ‘of course, there were several ad- 
vantages, chieflyI, the ‘*ones I of officer prestige and, platoon ’ 
morale. However, it was not good for the morale of the ,platoon 
leader Is- crew necessarily,- although -the~mwri-ter detected a bit of 
quiet swagger cropping out in his 0~. 

Also, a trained officer should, -have .been able lz follow a 
pre,scribed route more easily. Unfortunately, this wasn’t ‘always 
the case,. In fact, it is the writer’s firm conviction that had 
the Germans torn dam the sign. posts, half the American armor 
would have been lost I or at least, noticeably slow4 dorcn. 

The “E!ook” says the pint should be a tank section, then the 
platoon. leader, then the other ..tank section. 
idea. It is sourd ard. mrkable. 

This is a good 
Too often &en the platoon 

officer was in the leading vehicle, he became embroiled in a fire 
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-*fight ,and tistoo busy properly to employ his platoon. Too‘ busy, 
in fact, to report the situation W his company commander. This 
was confusing, ineffectual, and time wasting all around. 

If the platoon’ leader was riding third he might have that 
moment or tm in tiich to make his dispositions and ti report, 
before becanirg locked in the old ‘do or die, business. 

Another advantage is one of rotating the point job among all 
the tanks, keeping a fresh, alert man in front. Then there is 
the obvious sav,ing in platoon officers, to train horn the 

1) 

government spends certain sizable suns. 
Once the formation or order of march is decided upon the 

question arises : 
J 

how should this advance party move? In the 
exploitation mase speed is of paramount importance. Speed makes 
for surpirse and saves lives ard cannot be underestimated. The 
fact1 that ,a swift, aggressive advance actuzillysaves lives in the 
lorg rm is indisputable. Nevertheless, there dare certain 
methods ,of movement the advance prty can CEje .tiich will offer a- 
better chance for survival, while accanplishing the mission, than 
others. .’ 

In short, there are certain small techniques &ich, if 
employed meticulously, contribute to a fast,, uninterrupted 
advance, and minimum losses. ‘Ihe most comonly overlooked of 
these techniques, apparent in many of ur Armored Divisions, .,waS 
caused by self styled ‘aggressive’ commanders, who in a mistaken 

‘lust, for speed , th,rew the book awy, . This error, which has 
caused needless confusion and actual loss of time; was the one of 
allowirg ,no ,distance between- elements of the .advance guard. 

What occurred was this. Men the leading element ran, into 
fairly’,stiff resistance it was committed piecemeal, chopped up, 
and a delay was occasi.oned by the resultant confusion. If there 
had been an interval, that is to say, a distanc,e betwen the G 
point, the advance Party and the rest of the advance guard, the 
situation would have developed more slowly and clearly,. ati the 
commander of each’ element muld, have; had time and space to exer- 
cise his casnard function ard use, his troops in a deliberate, 

t 

sound, and tactical manner. Thus he could have brought to bear 
the necessary force quickly to overcane the resistance. 

Of course, the distance between elements should rrot be great, 
as. one .of the precepts of exploitation is to hit ‘en hard and 
quit k-i I@wever , a-blind hamnering, taking unnecessary- losses, .is 
not a ‘part of the art of war, dependent, as it is, on tank pro- 
duction capacity of the home front. 

Ebw should the point platoon move? Should it move in colunn 
down the road at a uniform pee? This MS the dual manner in 
most divisions in exploitation phases. However, it is’ not the 
most intelligent and i it is not the fastest. JQrthermore, it is 
not the steadiest. 

The best method in every sense ‘is a movement by bounds; that 
is, within the advance party. The Kay it has worked superbly is 
this: the Advance Guard comander (leading tank company coninan- 
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der) rides behind .the point platoon at ‘SOme distance. This 
distance, of course, varies with the terrain, but usually should 
be sight or not more than five hundred yards. This Wvance Guard 
cohrmander rides at an even pace (often set by the canbat 
commander) . He is accompanied by an artillery forward observer, 
an3 possibly, by a forward air controller. 

In front of him the point platoon wxks. The leading three 
tanks moving rapidly fran cover ti cover under protection of the 
second kec tion b Great speed can be obtained by making these 
bounds in an altetna te manner. Wen resistance is met the 
Advance’ Guard commander stops, sizes .up the situation and takes 
action imnediately. ,There is a distance between him and the 
point and, he is free to employ his support intelligently or to 
by-pass obstacles or strong points without the necessity of 
back-breaking, and ‘reversing the’ colunn. , 

.,This systan was .employed by the .writer in the latter stages 
of the, wx :during the advance ti the El.be River. It ws dis- 
covered that by movi’rg this way the Advance Guard actually had to 

,’ be requested to slow down by an exceptionally fast moving Combat 
Commander . 

While on the pint of movement let us consider the method of 
advance employed by this lead platoon. As has been stated, the 
lead three tanks move quickly from cover to cover cnder the 

) sup@rtof the other section. By quickly is meant top sijeed. In 
add’ition; these moving tanks should take &at might be called 
evasive action (only, of course, if contact is believed impik’ 
nent) . If ,@%sible, terrain and weather permitting, these tanks 
should move abreast or in a modifi&d wedge formation. Usually 
one on either side of the road and one tiontinually criss-crossing 

a the road. ) The writer has said they Gove fran cover to cover. 
Naturally the distance from one covered position ‘to ,another may 
be great, in which case the length of the bound is limited to 

u good fire support from ‘the stationary section. Better not make 
it more than six hundred yards. These tanks now halt suddenly 
and the other section moves up fast. 

‘The fastest method is for the platoon leader to pull out in 
front of. this second section and lead it in a fast alternate 
b&WI. The safest way is to displace forward successively 
because. the- forward, section, ‘tiile halted, has had a chpxk, ts> 
size ,up the route ahead; pick the next stopping place and perhaps 
reconnoiter by fire’. This seems a good place TV take the mall 
matter of“ the use of binoculars: 

The writer feels the can state without fear of contradiction 
that binoculars intelligently, quickly, and ceaselessly used ‘by 
tank commanders saved many and many a tank. As is’ readily’ ap: 
parent to anyone who has tried they cannot be employed in a 
moving tank, even on the smoothest of roads. All of tiich is one 
of, the greatest argwnents for movement by bounds. A hasty recon- 
naissance- through the glasses saves many a round of ammunition as 
the alternative is reconnaissance by fire. This, too, is the 
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reason the. writer. stresses the fast move and sudden stop. 
Early in the writer’s experience, in fact, during his first 

hour or two of combat, he made the discovery that his driver was 
too well trained in the smooth stop. P&en ordered to halt, he 
coasted TV a nice, easy stop. The writer put his binoculars to 
his eyes as the tank slowed arid tried to observe ahead. The 
vibration made this absolutely impossible vltil the vehicle 
actually cqne to rest. ” During this fifteen or twenty yards ,of w 
coasting, the, writer -was virtually blind and the tank WEIS an easy 
target,, not ,havirq even the anal1 advantage of relative speed. 
Needless to say, it became a Fart of. the driver’s technique to d 
halt as abruptly as possible when comnandedl 

This mention of binoculars leads naturally to a discussion of 
reconnaissance in general. In the exploitation phase of an 
armored advance, speed and surprise are essential ingredients. 
There:. will be IY)‘ covering force ,“no ,reconnaissance ahead of this 
leading tank’. platoon.’ However; if this platoon leader wants to 
give .himself ‘a chance for survival, ,he resorts to three types of 
reconnaissance (always remembering, though, that speed and 
surprise are potent advantages for him and must not be marred by 
wishy-washy, over cautious progress) . ‘lhese forms of reconl 
nai ssance are : use of .binoculars, reconnaissance by fire, and 
personal dismounted reconnaissance. Added tn these might be a 
fourth. This fourth ,is beyoti words to describe. It is in- 
cr@ik$e to many. people. This is the much 1 sneered at “Nose ,for 
Krauts”, which many of, us believed, and, still ,believe, PE had. 

.&- that as it may, we can discuss the more orthodox methods. 
The, use,of binoculars has already been discussed to some extent.. 
It is nearly superfluous to say that scrupulous care must be 
taken care of then. Cleaning material must be .handy to wipe away 
dust, and rain. 

c 
There is a nice, -very precise length of the neck 

strap. Naturally the focus ,settings must be known, in fact they’ 
must be, instinctive. It might be mentioned here that, as he 
moves, the tank ,comnander picks his danger spots and as soon as b 
he stops, quickly scans each one, then goes back over them again 
more slowly. 

We come IB that highly controversial subject: reconnaissance 
by. fire. @I this subject the writer had .tw canplete changes of 
opinion. IU-ing his first days in combat, he employed ’ it 
extensively. Later it seemed distracting, to ” destroy. the 
element of S surprise . Then he gaily rode into a neat ambush just 
across the Rhine. Fran there on he fired on, everything remotely 
suspicious on the ground that, it ,was ,,German in any case. ,Of 
~course, the life span of tractors and .other farm vehicles of sus- 
picious silhouette was short indeed. ,“.:” .i 1 

More seriously it should be said that reconnaissance by ,,fire 
is almost a necessity if moving steadily. It is sometimes a 
waste of munition, but it has a decided morale factor. It is 
good for your morale and decidedly disturbing to the other 
fellow. However, it should be carefully controlled and done 
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intellxigently. 2::: A movement by ‘bounds; permitting a good look. 
through. the glasses eliminates much firing. It is ‘good also to: 
have some sort .of signal to notify. those behind you that you are 
merely reconnoitering by, fire. Say t,m short bursts fran the 
do-ax. If this isn’t done some of the Infantry: behind in the 
half-tracks will start shooting thirties; fifties, and. rifles at 
everything in sight, thereby thoroughly confusing the issue 

.+, (which last phrase is a very polite way of saying FWAFQ . 
Cqtain’ conditions call,i.:for fire ..‘reconnaissance ,‘such as fieavy 
woods, ,hedge, lined s_roads,, isolated buildings ‘on the flanks and- 

‘Y others. ihe ammunition supply, particularly that readily avail- 
able ‘in 1 the turret must not be depl,eted an3 in,: some cases may be 
an imprtant factor restricting this probing fire. 

’ The, third typ% of reconnaissance is the one most often over- 
looked-, ‘by tank ,‘,of f icers; ‘lj-$t ,, is the , dismp’&‘t&j i *j++ng$, .y-cdnl 
n~isgan$&,~. (jf&n fl-&re .j&fif v time. Mote dfter’; f&i, writ&r :,is 
$n$$in& ‘& ‘,.*i.ie&?‘:it ~'~&s,.+&&y an mi;lillingne& j-0 rjle&e t-&at 
Scegl shei c&-:...&p& bn&l”d p&r;‘mn in :that~ l&&y, "lpaly ,pM ‘& 
ve‘r3y .guiet: no-man I s land’,. &-awing again from his om ejtperience) 
the writer became a believer on the third of August, 1944 &hen in 
Yvre’, E’rance; he turned a right angle corner in~,a narrow street 
and came, face to’ face with a MK IV tank at the ridiculous range 
of ,thirty yards. The tank ws manned and obviously ,miting. 
Thanks’ :to a gunner .who ‘needed’ -11c) urgi,q, or even a!.comnand, the 
writer is presently ‘able to p?n this paper’; .., ‘, :,, ,,,,‘, ._ 
J,‘I,I.’ Thereafter-,,. the. writer.-,;dismounted and took a’ peek, wfienever i:t 

,seemed’~indicated. It is’ better to sneak a peek over, the cr,est’ of 
,a: hill ard arouti the : corner than ,_ to barge over or around ‘,wit& -a 
tank. rYou-can stretch your luck just’ so far! 

Much has ,‘been said’ about control. Control of the individual ? tank, the platoon and the company. First things must come first. 
‘Wtil,‘.one~ is’ able--.to, control, a tank .almost as readily ‘as. a good 
rider controls a horse, the is not ready: for designation, lanker,. 

u This control’ is by interpiicne but. that, ,doesn’ t tell the’, whole 
story. First there must be a system, a code, a’ standard pro- 
cedure. Incidentally. thisshould be standard in the platoon and 
-the .:company ,,at least. Actually it should be standard throughout 
the ,armored Forces. Coupled with this procedure ,are certain 
other factors less tangible but mainly based’ on a close mder- 
star-dir%+ -of each-- other ,by-, the corimander -and driver . ’ .-. ‘-This-i- ob- 
viously?‘can ‘only be achi-eved through long pr,actice and, .while 
highly .desirable; .is notnecessary as long as:there is a standard 
procedure. That this’$roc&lure pays off was’ evidenced to the 
writer during the recent, mis’understatiitq ‘in Euro$$ &en, because 
of breakdowns, and ‘losses, it! +3s necesSa,ry for’ to’ fight +th 
seven entirely different’. crews for varying short periods. ” 

Once this control ‘of~:the.‘individijal tank -is achieved ‘.(inci- 
,dentally ‘it involves set procedures between’ the turret crew 
members as well, (a -gesture or a poke or a slap is quicker than 
the interphone) w move into control of the section ard platoon. 
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‘, , .  

~orspeed~and~ ease harx&and arm signals.are a, must and ;are‘ only 
limited by the., intelligence’j state’of training and ‘in$enuity’ of 
the people involved. Another factor tiich makes these signals a 
necessity is the constant radio failure:. This ever present 
failure tis due not to:design but ,to the tremendous abuse, it was 
necessary’ to give the tank radios in pursuit of ‘operations. They 
were. turned on contantly : and ,IX) time ws available for main- I 
tenance. ,. ,’ ;: ., 

Closely coupled;.: with hand and ..arm’ signals was the: setting, up 
of, simple butrigid ,standard . ..operatiq procedures. : Some, of these, 
were simple .:plays something like, the plays I ‘XIS~~ in football. 
Others: were the, sectors,, of responsibility. Each,, tank commander 
had his own and ,stuck to.!it. A system the. writer- employed 
involved, his..!tank ard the first section. : *en he halted or 
s:ignalled,,:,a : ,h@t ,:’ the,l,,#2 tank habit,uall.y.: pul.led .,up abreas,t , : if 
po‘ssible i,.f ard on.. ..the .r ig.ht and ‘irmnediately ~.scann,ed ‘. in .that di-, 
rection., _.. J$e #3-tank. performed +in~~like.fashion .on :the ,left. ,‘I& 
.foll&i& .;.s,$ction: tookthe res@@bility :for _, the, extreme right 
and I .lef?$ flanks and: prepared to: move i.n either...:direction upon 
receiving.., a signal, i / 

,Connected with this is a lesson ,.& learned through bitter 
experience6 ‘Ihe German anti-tank’guns, whenever possible, were 
sited to be mutally supporting and designed to ‘suck one, in, that 
is to .~sayz&.. to mo,usetrap, the: unwary:-,., ,-,At fdrst while using the 
system out1 ined above the., .#2 and #3 :tanks !;wuld ( :pull into thei.r 
pb’si,,tio,ns, in.’ go,od’ style;. ; . However., ,~if,,the Fjla,toon, leader ~5’ 
firing ,to his i front their *.attention ‘. naturally WS’ attracted and 
without .,prd,,er. they began tq ,fire, at ‘targets..:$o the ‘front. Sane. 
of our people then got,.‘.knoqk@ out-iby.fire from the flanks-+he 
worst part of which. was, the fact, that, no one., saw where the shot 
cqne ,from. Tll$s exper,ie.nce made i,t. necessary for,, the i#2 and #3 1 tank comnand?ers:. to ignore the r,front, ar@ to cover their’ OW-J ‘areas. 
Naturally, ~ey,:glanced::.-,~ickly every moment or .tm towards the 
platoon .leader for. orders but .rigidly covered the sector for 
which they were responsible;, 

It 1 can be said that, control &thin the platoon depends on > 
many thingsl .Experience*. and practice; of course, are the best 
ways of developi,ng ,this,,control. Then there is the method of 
control often li’sted ‘as, the final resort in the texts. This is 
usually:..“refer.red .to as !.example .of the, Jbmmander I-‘. Notl-+g~+ can 
take,. the, place, of this metht+. ~wwr, it -#ll .have no effect 
unless the Wnmander &,s. achieved areputation for. intelligence, 
for skill. ,q-d; .has. been able to inculcate ‘in,,. his people an ,-un- 
SWerV$ng all fo,r %one,. one:for all -.spiritzl,.. hhile.,the writer does ,,. I 
not necessarily advocate ‘this. .:policyc’,.fors units larger than a 
platoon, he is convinced ‘.: that ,nothing ::short of unqualified 
respect will do. If coupled with this rezspect, he can generate a 
spirit of ,absolute, utter comradeship -;his path will be easier; 
his chance for success then.,will :be most likely. 

The tank platoon leader is faced with. a situation unique 
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among’officers. ’ Fach’crew has five men, He\ is part of the crew 
of his tank., : ObLiousPy as a ,tank coirmander he’has many menial, 
purely Nysical duties to perform. He must help tith the re- 
f uelirg. He must clean quns. He must help change tracks. He 
stands guard duty in combat. It is necessary for him not only to 
perform these duties but he must do them expertly. He cannot 
ever exhibit fear for he .must zealously guard the morale of his. 
men. ..Durirg an ex@oitation when men and machines are .pushed to 

. to, the, 1,imit [, . his. JO@ is. multipl,ied many times. .,,l?hese a?+ ,the. 
times ,when, his gc@i ,nature. cannot, even ,,mcmentarily,:~ fail f {+l,l 
thi,$.?can be accomplished easily if the leader .has a ,genuine 
affection .for his men and thoroughly. understands their, weakness 
and their strength and respects their inherent nobility. 

..,,, This paper ,,,.has’ no footnotes, no references but is the result 
of c one mari!.‘s research, ,his tr ials and. :‘, errors ,and the tr:ials. :/and 
-erro,rs ~:-,of:.~.:many.::.others a.who a.are now represented, by a whi te,.,cross 
sometie,re .,in :Durop&: :Y.,’ I.l.. , ::<; .” ‘1 ‘>*. ; ., 
Y. .i, . / ;,.,. ;‘:,,;.:’ I .(Y ‘) ._‘ j, 1. ‘,; 

A&&ySJS ;:. i,. ‘,:i. ’ ‘, 
., .‘. ., ..! 

.._. ,: ‘,:I .,J,. (. ;““ -,>;- 
r This,: is a very useful piece of firsthand, ,advice to armor 

platoon leaders. The author learned after many!. months of combat 
the soundness of bounding overwatch, recon by. ,fire, leading. by 
exanple, hard and arm signals, .ard the value,of,, dismountirg for 
reconnaissance,i !, I: _ ,, .‘., ,, 

i: /, /., : I .,’ ., *,-‘,. ‘, ;. ,_ 
,’ ,r .‘._ j,, I 

,,,‘.! i’ : 
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,, &ARM&ED TASK FORCE,.SEIZE IWO VITAL BRIDGES (August 1944) 

:  

In those isolated instances in which German armored units 
were ,at ‘ifull strength; they Wre’ still able to attain local 
successes, ‘even in the smer 1944. During the nights of,13 and 
14” August 1944 the. 3d Panzer Division detrained at Kielce .in . &.&tf)$)+. bla’h. e ’ The,:divisi,orY’s. mission was”to stop the advance 
of :Russian forces ‘that had”broken through’ the’ German iines during 
the collapse of Army’ Group Center and .ti assist the tiithdratiing 4 
German formations in -~building up a new, defense. line’ near. upper 
Vistula; \. : ’ 

In order. to allow .a11 ..t.nits of- his division the,,,,time needed 
to’:::prepare for their :next camnitment .ar-d at ‘the same ,t”ime: secure 
hi.s: route of advatice,’ the,,division commander decided ,,to .forin an 
armored task force’ frcm the’ units that had, detrained ,first; , .mee 
force ws to be’ led by the commander of the 2d Tank Battalion and 
was :to consist of, Tank Ccznpanies E and F, equipped with ‘Panther 
tanks, 0neL‘arniored.. infantr~y company mounted in-‘armored personnel 
carriers,., and .one,,;battery equipped with sel’f-propelled 105~mn. 
howitzers. The task fo.rce MS to lam&. a, surprise.. attack on 
Village 2, situated approximately 30 miles east of, Kielce;, and 
seize the bridges south and east of the village- in ‘order ,.‘to 
permit the*main body of the division to ‘advance along the Kielcel -y 
0patow road toward the Vistula (map 26). 

8 
‘ilip 26 

Point 

GERMAN COUNTERTHRUST 
IN SOUTHERN POLAND 

(16 August 1944) 
Wm GERNAN POSITIONS 
F ROUTE OF GERMAN TASK FORCE 
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”  

The: attack, .was $0 be launched at dawn on 16 August. Accord- 
ing &I air reconnaissance ‘information obtained at 1800 on 15 
August, Village 2 9s held by relatively weak Russian forces and 
no major troop movements wre observed in the area. The only 
German u?it stationed in the area between Kielce and Village 2 
was the 188th Infantry Regiment, which occupied the high ground 
east of River A and hose command post was in Village X. 

4 The terrain, ,was hilly. Fields planted with grain,, potatoes, 
ard beets, \?qre interspersed with patches, of forest. TQe weather 
was sunny~ ati dry, with high daytime temperatures and, cool moon- 

* 1 ight nights. The hours of sunrise and sunset were 0445 and 
1930, respectively; 

The task force comnander received ‘his orders at 2000 on 15 
August and inmnediately began to study the plan of attack; Since 
the., ‘tiitsthatwre to participate in .the operation had not, yet 
been :al$te$, ,the ent$,re task force. cou?d. not possibly be, ready !, 
to @we out before 2300.. Ihe maqimuz speed at ,$$ch his fo-rce 
could, .drive.over- a ,du&y. dirt road without headlights us 6, miles 
an ,hour. The approach march to Village. ..Z muld therefore require 
a minimum’ of 5 hours. Taking into account the time needed for 
refueling and deploying his units, the commander arrived at the 
conclusion that the attack could not be launched before da&n? 
Since the pperation might thus be deprived of the element of 
‘surprise,, he decided : W. employ an advance guard that was to ‘move 
out one @,,ur earlier than the b,ulk ofhis fo,rce, reach Village X 
by 9200 at the latest,, and cover the remaining 9 miles in 1 l/2 
hours. ; Aft.er a short ,MJt the advance, guard could launch the 
attack on Village ? just before,,dawri. 

At 2020 the task force commander assembled the comnanders of 
9 the ,parti.cipatirq units at his CP and issued the following verbal 

orders : 
Cc&p$ny F, 6th Tank ,F&g jmenti reinforced by one platoon, 

of; armored Infantry, will form ;an advance guard that will be ti ready to ‘move .out .at 2200 in order ti seize Village 2 and the 
tW bridges across River B by a coup de main. A reconnais- 
sance detachment will guide the advance guard to Village X., 
Twq tru%s loaded with gasoline will be taken aloq for re- 
fuelins, which is schedulea to take place in the woods two 
miles, ‘&est of ‘V$llage 2,. 

‘The main body of the”‘task force will follow the advance 
:,. guard at 2300 and form a march colt in the follo$rg order: 

2d Tank Battalion Headquarters! dbmpar~y E. of the’ 6th Tank 
Regi-nt, Battery. A of the 75th Artillery Regiment, and 

,,. j Ccqany A of .%the, 3d Armored Jnfantry Regiment iless one 
‘. 

,plato(>nj’.” ,After .crossing River A, the tank canpany will, take 
the lead, followad by battalion headquarters, ,,I the armored 
infantry canpany, and the artillery battery in that order. 

The task force will halt and refuel in the mods 2 miles 
east of ‘Village 2. Radio silence will be lifted after River 
A has been crossed. 

245 



_r ‘/ The commander of Qnipany F will ,leave, at 2100 ‘and’ accom- 
I’- pany me to the CP of 188th Infantry Regiment and establish 

contact with that Lnit: Company E’s commander will take 
charge of the march column from Kielce to Village X. S 
Upon receiving these instructions the conxnander of Company F, 

Lieutenant Zobel , returned to .h’is llnit, assembled the platoon 
leaders, the first sergeant, and the maintenance section chief 
and briefed ., them. Re indicated the march ,route, which they 

‘entered on their ,maps. ‘I& the march from Kielce to Village X, ~ 
the he&iquarte?s section was’,to drive at the, head of thecolmn,, 
follow&i by the four tank platoons, the armored infantry ‘platoon, 
the gasoline trucks, and the mess and maintenance section. The 
ranking, platoon leader was to be in charge of the colunn until 
Zobel ,joined <it in Village X. ‘Rot ‘coffee ,was to be served half 
an’ hour -‘before the time o’f departure, &ich ws ‘scheduled for 
2200: :,‘The reconnaissance *detachment, was to move out at 2130 and 

’ post. guides ,&ong;:~e &a,:~ b Village’ X; 
;, After issuing the’& instrui%ions. ti. his : subordinates, Zobel 

rejoined the’task ‘foi!ce corimander, with-Morn he drove to Village 
x. men they arrived at the CP’of the 188th Infantry Regiment, 
they mre given detailed information on the situation. mey 
learned that, after heavy fighting in the Gpatow region, the 
regiment had withdrawn ,to its,‘present, positions during the night 
of ‘,,14&15 August. ‘) ‘Attempts, ti establish a, continous line in con- 
jqction-.with other cn?its &ithdrawing westward ‘from the upper 
Vistula were under ‘way;,’ ,lThe ,Russians had so far not-.advanced. 
beyond ‘Vill,age,-Z; ?tJd ‘Folish,-civilians who’ had: been seized in the 
woods wst of the village had stated that TY) Russians were to be’. 
seen in the forest* 

‘, llie‘ task force connnander thereupon ordered Zobel to carry out 
the plan of attack as instructed. Zobel awaited the arrival of, 
the’,‘advance guard. at’ the -stern outskirts of Village x. hhen 
the’ colimn pulled .in at 0145, ,Zobel, assumed corsnand and re-formed 
the. march colunn with the ,lst Tank Platoon, in the lead, followed 
by the headquarters section, the 2d and 3d Tank Platoons, the 
armored infantry platoon, the wheeled elements, and the 4th Tank 
Platoon. A .guide fran,. the i88th Infantry Regiment rode on the 
lead tank ‘of the lst Platoon mtil it reached Jhe outpost area 
be~oH .Rivers A. .,, The .col,v .arriv.ed at the German outpost at 
0230. The sentry, re~rted that he had not observed any, Russian 
movements. during the ‘night. ‘! ,Zobel’ radioed the task force 
commander that he was going into action. 

‘Ib permit ‘) better’ observation the tanks ‘,drove with -open 
hatches ; “Ihe : tank, commanders stood erect &it& their heads 
emergiq frtzin the cupolas,.’ 1isteniG with a” heaset. The other 
ap&tures of the ~~,tankd”~ware ‘buttoned up; Ginners and loaders 
stood by to !open ‘fire at a mdinent’s notice.’ In’ anticipation of 
an encounter with FUsian tanks the guns wre loaded with armor- 
piercir& shells. 

At 0345 the advance guard reached the moded area .in &ich it 
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was to halt, and refuel l ’ The. .tanks formed tm row, one’ on each 
side of the road, while armored infantrymen provided security to 
the east and wst of the halted colunn. Sentries mre posted at 
50-yard intervals in the forest north and south of the road. 
Trucks loaded with gasoline cans drove along the road between the 
tm rows of tanks, stoppirq at each pair of. tanks to unload the 
full cans and picking up the empties on their return trip. The 
loaders help& the drivers to refuel and check their vehicles. 
The gmnerschecked ‘their weapons, while ‘each radio operator dre$ 
coffee for .his, tank crew. Zobel gave the platoon leaders and 
tank commanders a last briefing and asked one of the returning 
truck drivers to hand-carry. a message on the progress of the 
operation of the task force commander in Village X. 

I! Accord@g to Zobel’s’ plan of assualt, the advance guard MS 
to energe from the mods in twp colunns. The one on the left WS, 
f4!cunprise. the,,:.lst .Tank Platoon.;. headquarters section, and the 
4th Tank’ Platoon, ,mereas the right colunn, was to be composed of 
the ad and 3d Tank ‘“Platoons ati the armored dinfantry platoon. 
The lst Platoon was’ .td take up positions opposite the southern 
edge of Village 2, the 2d at the foot of the hill south of it. 
under the protection of these two platoons the 3d and 4th 
Platoons’ were to seize the south bridge in conjuction with the 
armored infantry platoon, drive through the village, and capture 
the” second, bridge located about half a mile east of the village. 
me 2d Platoon’ wk to follow across ;the south bridge, drive 
through ,,the,’ village, and block the road leading northward. The 
1st’ Pl’atoon WS to follow and secure the south bridge. The tanks 
were, not to “open fire until they encountered enemy resistance. 

Zobel did not send out any reconnaissance detachments because 
he’ did not want ti ‘attract the attention of the’ Russians. In 
drawing up his pl& Zobel’ ,kept in mind that the success of the 
operation muld depend” on proper timing :and on the skill and 

Because of the resourc’efulness of his platoon commanders. 1 
swiftness with which the raid was to take place, he muld have 
little opportunity to influence the course of events once the 
attack was tier my. 

“At 0430, when the first tanks moved’out of the woods,’ it was 
almost daylight and’ the visibility was approximately 1,000 yards. 
As’ the lst and id Platoons Wre driving do-w the road toward” 
Village Z, they were ‘suddenly taken Wer flanking fire by 
‘Russian tanks and anti-tank gms. Three German tanks Wre 
imnediately disabled, one of them catching fire. ,Zobel ordered 
the twr, platoons ‘to withdraw. / 

1~ ,(I Since the element of surprise no longer existed and the 
,advance guard had lost ‘three of its tanks,’ Zobel abandoned his 
plan of attack and decided to await the arrival of the main body 
of the task force. He reported the failure’of the operation by 
radio, and at 0515 his uGts were ‘joined by the main force. 
After Zobel had made a report in person, the task force comnander 
decided to attack Village Z ‘before the FUssian garrison could 
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receive. reinforcements. Thisitime the, attack WLS to be launched 
fran the south under the protection of artillery fire. 

The plan called for Zobel’s company to conduct a feint attack 
alorg the same route it had previously taken and to fire on 
targets of opportunity across the river. Meanwhile. Company E and 
the armored infantry canpany were to drive southward, skirt the 
hil,l, and approach Village 2 from the south. While the 3d and 
4th Platoons of Canpanyi,, 6, , the armored. infantry ccmpany, and 
Company F.,werg, to concentrate their fire on the southern ,, edge of 
the village, ‘the 1st and 2d Platoons of Ccxnpany E were to thrust ” 
across the south bridge, drive into the village, turn east at the 
market square, and capture the east bridge, As soon as the first 
two platoons had driven across the bridge, the other tanks of 
Canpany E were .to close up ard. push on to t,he northern, edge, of 
the vil’lage; The armored infantry vehicles were to follow across 
the south bridge ,. and support the 1st and .2d Platoons. .i,n their 
efforts to ‘seize ,the east bridge., Company. :F was to annihilate 
any Russian forces .that might continua to.offer resistance ‘at the 
southern edge, of the village. The artillery batter,y ws to go 
inti position at the edge of the woods a@, support the tanks. 

No more than two.. tank platoons could be anployed for the 
initial thrust because the south bridge could support only one 
tank at a time. AJl the remaining fire. powx of the I task force, 
would be, needed to lay dam’ a c,urtain :of fire along the .entire 
southern edg,e’,o,f the village. This wE1s the most effective means 
of ,neutralizing the, enmy defense dur$ng the, critical. period ,.&en 
two tank plato,ons tire driving towardU.the bridge.. To facilitate 
the approach of the- tanks .ti the bridge, the artillery battery 
was to lay down a smoke screen south of the ,village along the 
river line. Raving once entered the village, the twlr> lead 
pl,aeons p:re not ti let themselves be diverted from their. 
objective, the east bridge., The, elimination of enemy resistance, 
was ..to be left to the follow-up elenents. The attack MS to 
start at 0600. 

The tanks of ‘Company E refueled quickly in the mods, and the 
battery &ent into position. The task force was ready for action; 

Company F junped off.. at 0600. The task force corranander and 
an .artil&ery observer were, with the ccmpany. ,The battery gave” 
fire support. against pinpoint targets. II At 0610 the tanks of 
CciQtWiy E &ne-rg$d. fran the woods in ~colunns of tm, formed a 
wedge, turned southward , and made a wide circlearound the hill . . 
The vehicles of the armored infantry canpany ,followed at close 
distance. IS the, tanks and armored personnel carriers approached 
the. hill’ from the south, they were suddenly taken under Russian 
machinegln and -antitank rifle afire from the top of the -hill;’ ‘?he 
commander of’ Canpany. ‘E slowed dam .and asked for instructions.’ : 
The, task force cormiander radioed instructions to engage only 
those Russians on the hill who obstructed the continuation of the 
attack. The tanks of Company E thereupon deplow and advanced ,. 
on a broad front, thus offering protection to the personnel 
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carriers tiich ware vulnerable .t~ antitank grenades; Soon 
afterward Company E. reported ‘that it ,had neutralized the Russian 
infantry on the, hill and .was ready to lamch the assualt. ‘Ihe 
task force commander thereupon gave the signal for firing the 
artillery concentration on the southern edge of the village. 
Three minutes later the 1st and 2d Platoons drove toward the 
bridg~e and crossed it in single file, tiile Company F’s tanks 

1 approached the crossirg site from the wast . 
As soon as the last tank of 1st and 2d Platoons had crossed 

the bridge, the other tw platoons of Canpany E and the armored 
& personnel carriers closed up at top speed. The tm lead platoons 

drove through the village and captured the east bridge without 
encountering any resistance. ‘Ihe 3d and 4th Platoons overran the 
Russian infantry troops trying to escape northward 5and knocked 
outs two retreating., Russian tanks at the northern edge of the 
v il 1,age . Soon afterward all units reported that they had 
accomplished their m’issions. 

‘Ihe task ‘force, comnander then‘ organized the. defense of 
Village Z, which .he was to hold until .the arrival. of the main 
body of the 3d Panzer Division. TiWo tank platoons blocked the 
road leading northward, tm protected the east bridge, two 
armored infantry platoons’ set up outposts in the forest east of 
River B, and the remaining units constituted a reserve force 
within the village. lhe artillery battery took up positions on 
the south bank of the river close, to the south bridge. Its guns 
were zeroed in on the northern and eastern approach roads to the 
village. 

ANALYSIS 
In this action the task force commander made the mistake of 0 ordering Zobel’s advance guard to hold and refuel in the woods 2 I miles west of Village Z. In issuing this order he applied the 

principle that tanks going into combat must carry sufficient fuel 
e to assure their mobility throughout a day’s fighting. Although 

this principle is valid in general, it should have been 
disregarded in this particular instance. Since the element of 
surprise was of decisive importance for the success of the 
operation, everything should have been subordinated to catching 
the Russ)ians unprepared. If necessary, the advance guard should 
have been refueled as far back as Village X or shortly after 
crossing River A. Since the woods actually used for the 
refueling halt ws only 2 miles from Village Z, the German 
commander should have forseen that the noise of starting the tank 
engines muld warn the Ussian outposts tie happended to be on 
the hill south of the village. A surprise attack must be planned 
so carefully that no such risk of premature discovery is taken. 

Moreover, the task force commander should not have stayed’ in 
Village X; but should have led the advance guard in person. By 
staying up with the lead elements, he would have been, able’ to 
exercise better control over both the advance guard and the main 
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'body of his fo'rce. ,', , 
The attack.;by the fully assembled task force was properly 

planned ard itsexecution met with expected quick success. 

'body of his fo'rce. ,', , 
The attack.;by the fully assembled task force was properly 

planned ard itsexecution met with expected quick success. 
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I’ TAN&,I;.ROUCIH TERRAIN /. 

d 

’ P 

Cne often hears the statement, This is not tank country”, 
applied to rough or mountainous terrain. Tanks can, be used in 
any terrain if the need for then is great enough to make the ex- 
penditure of time and labor profitable. TIhe tank can be man- 
uevered into some position fran which it can fire ,into almost any’ 
spot on ,the earth that an enemy muld elect to defend if suffi- 
cient timei:is allowed for reconnaissance. I. :;. 

The basic concepts and principles of the use.sof armor, speed 
of manewer, tremendous fire pOwerr violence, and shock action 
are the same tiether in rough, mountainous country or level and 

‘gently rollirg country. The differences are minor changes in 
technique’ of employment dictated by the terrain .and the fact the 
officers. probably fight the terrain harder ‘than the enemy. $’ 

The: limited space: that is passable to tanks generally reduce 
the,- nunber that may .be employed. An armored division Wuld look 
quite, ridiculous strung out along a molp?tain road fighting on .a. 
one or tm tank ,fornt. One canpany of tanks with attachments on 
a given route or road is, ordinarily, the best employment. A 
company gives good .tactical and administrative control and 
provides as many tanks as can be used in the most circunstances. 

Tanks should not be assigned the daninant offensive or 
defensive role in mountainous area 1 This role should go to the 
infantry with tanks attached for suppxt. ?his support may 
inc’ltie their use as a major striking force for limit&” objec- 
tives men the opportunity presents itself but the infantry ‘must, 
be‘ prepared at all times to press on alone tien difficult ‘terrain 
delays or temporarily halts the progress of the tanks. Infantry 
must seize a bridgehead across serious obstacles. 
then ~preparej a crossing for the tanks;’ 

Rtgineers can 

Mountains offer a great variety of natural obstacles and 
d n*erous places where movement is- restricted .to such an extent 

.that effective man-made obstacles can be prepared. Major C. J. 
Madden, camnander ofthe armor attached to the 10th Mountain 
Division during the attack on Mt. Belvedere in Italy states, “As 
usual) aside fran the eternally restrictive terrain, the armor 
was delayed by mines and demolitions.” (*l) lhls calls for ex- 
tensive use of engineer troops. Since the demand on divisional 
engineers is altiys heavy, it is advisable tn obtainthese troops 
fraw corps eqineer, units. If’ -/ 

The 760th Tank Battalion operated for about two months in 
1944 with a canpany of the 19th Engineer’ Regiment attached. An 
engineer platoon ws sub-attached ,to each, mediun, tank compny. 
The ‘engineers were parceled , out in ” this manner because the 
battalion had the three mediun companies attached to different 
regimental combat teans--.with the battalion headquarters and light ., 
*l.. Major C. J. Madden, %eport.of Z!ction - Mt. Belevedere 
Attack”, W-1653. : 
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tank company, under division ‘control. ” The mediun companies 
attached their tank-dozer to the engineer platoon which greatly 
increased the platoon’s efficiency and furnished direct radio . comnunications. This set-up materially speeded up the advance of 
the tank companies and enabled them to give more continuous 
support to the infantry. 

Most of the, mrk done by the engineers for the advancement of 
annor,w.ill.. be of value in the movement of supplies. .DI the other 
hand, the movement of large nunbers of tanks over narrow and 
often thinly surfaced mountain roads often wakens these roads so 
mu=h the movement of supplies is impeded. 

Civilians can sometimes be used to good advantage in combat 
areas 9 The road between Ia Spezia and Genoa, Italy winds along 
the coast through jagged, barren masses of igneous ,rock that rise 
several thousand ,feet ‘abruptly out of the Mediterranean. Through 
a .nlPnber .of fortunate circunstances, the German Army was not able 
to <defend these ‘hills with any strength and ‘a hastily organized 
tean of ,one .tank canpany arrl a motorized battalion of :infantry 
was able, to make the entire distance in tw days. About 1500 
hours the first day, the force was halted by a large crater in 
the road. The crater was approximately fifty feet long and 
thirty feet deep, and on one side of the road the mountain 
ascended in a vertical cliff, on the other side was an almost 
equally. abrupt drop ,of one hundred feet. It was near a small 
to,.w and not covered by fire, so many civilians came out to see 
M-d& muld happen. The one tank-dozer ,was incapable of doing’ 
anything. about, the crater, tiich was blasted out of solid rock, 
and the engineer bulldozers %had been far outdistanced. lihe task 
of filling the hole by hand looked like a hopeless job but- about 
one hundr,& civilian men, wcmen, and children and as many 
soldiers ware put to work carrying the blasted-out rock back into 
the ._ cr,ater ..,. ,,.I : In an hour the first tank tried it and made it. 
Before dark the engineers had the road passable to trucks. 

. 

The Germans were continually surprised at the places the 
American tanks could get to in hbrld Wr II. This failure to 
anticipate ati prepare adequate defense against armor in these 
places cost them at ..least one major defeat tien General George S. 
Patton made, his classic break-throsgh’ the Eiffel Forest and many 
minor ,local defeats.. 

Che r&able example was the battle for Terracina during the 
5th Army’s “march on Rome”. The mountains .came out to meet the 
sea at Wrracina and drop.precipitously from a height of 650 feet 
to the m.ter’s edge at: the eastern ‘extremity of the city. The 
road entering from the Anerican side or eastern side was out dnto 
the’ cliff. .Q1 top of the hill, Mt. Teodorica, which overlooked 
the sea,’ was Wazino Teodorica, .which athe enemy used as an 
artillery OP; at-d risirg behiti that, the ‘mountains stretched 
higher and higher. Northwest of Wrracina about twenty miles Ws 
the southern erd of the Anzio Beach-head ati the Germans elected 
to hold here to prevent the main body of the 5th Army from 
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joining with.‘the Anzio forces. ‘Jhey put a deep crater in the 
road at a .point where it was impssible for tanks to bypass it 
and covered it heavily by fire. They put a strong infantry force 
on Teodorica ati the surroundirg hills ati sat dam in their 
holes to wait for us. 

The infantry and’ tanks reached the road block at approxi- 
mately, 0100 on 22 May 1944. .Not an enemy shot had been fired 
since the previous afternoon. Quite a large nunber of tankers, 
infantrymen, and engineers assembled :aro.und .the crater to see ,,,,.L “L 
what could be done about it and then the enemy opened up. When 
dawn came it was found that the road was covered by snipers in 
the hills~ for two miles back. 0-1 the other side of the road ws 
the sea. Attenpts were made to fill the crater durirg the day of 
the 22nd but to no. avail. lb0 tanks: that tried to cover the 
engineer’s efforts ‘were knocked out. in the road which’ further 
blocked it. m the, morning of the 23rd, two determined infantry 
attacks on Teodorica were .repulsed. .’ 

In the meantime Lt.. Ql. ,Wift of (the 48th Engineer Battalion 
di,scovered a stretch of the ancient Via, Appia that lead :up to ‘the 
top of Teodorica. The ancient &mans, without dynamite, found it 
easier to build their roads over the mountains than through them. 
This old ruin of a road was not on the map and was ,barely 
discernable on the ground. A light tank canpany equipped with M5 
tanks was ,alerted ti attack up ,. this road ..and!j capture the 
.mountain. Terracina lay directly at; the foot, of this ,mountain _ 
and beyond that were the Bntine MarsheSs and the beginning of .the 
flat land. similar to ,the Anzio beachhead ,area. ,% 

The, ,engineers commenced work ,immediately sclearing,. and 
improving the (old Ranan road. The tanks started up after about 
four hours of bulldozer and demolition Wprk by the engineers. 
The lead tank -threw a track, ,at a point where’ it was’ im$ossible to 
bypass it so an engineer bulldozer, which ws still ahead., pushed 
the tank almost- .over the cliff. At about 1700. on 23. May ‘the 
tanks finally reached the top. il ,<>, : 

This turned out to be a snall plateau with TV, large, 
strongly construct&, stone. houses on the palatial order and a 
cemetery, la Del ibra.. Che of the ‘houses ws mlazino Teodorica 
tiich w~ls on the highest p&t of the mountain cat a point where it 
dropped .very; abruptly ,into the sea and directly:, above the road 
block-on-,the modern. road -inti Terracina. The: other house was La, 
,Casina and sat on. the Via Appia Antica” tiich’ was quite. distinct 
on the plateau and was directly in front of the tanks .’ c: ‘,, 

The first platoon fanned out and formed a base of.,fire. <The, ,, 
other two platoons moved ti the left and r’ight spraying the rocks 
with .machine gup?s. . . The lst Slatoon moved up to La @sina. me’, 
small arms fire there ,was ,heavy -and the 37nm guns, which ‘were’ the 
heaviest armament carried on the M5 tanks,did no apparent .damage 
to the heavy walls. A platoon of M4 tanks reached the top at 
this time and their heavier 751rm guns knocked great holes in the 
walls of la Casina and quickly silenced ‘the opposition there. 

2-53 



The ,M4~:tanks then,;turned mthefr :guns on. Palazino Teodorica tiile 
the” light: tanks ‘@rayed ; therocks airl countryside in general. 

Within an hour the mountain was completely secured. After 
such stubborn defense, a counterattack’ ms expected and as it has 
nearly dark, the infantry dug in and reorganized. The enemy put 
an intense artillery concentration on the hill during the night 
but the couterattack did rot materialize. ulder cover of 
dar:kness ard the artillery, the. enany all witMrew from Terracina 
and *the next .day. ‘overland contact. was’; made’ with the, &iii0 

c 

Beachhead q. /I ::!i :“r\:. I/ / 5 I“’ ,u, I .) 
The Germans ware,,‘so certain that tan& could never get at 

then on bunt Teodorica that they did not have their individual 
c 

antitank weapons, bazooka and pnzerfaust with them. YIhey failed 
even to get artillery support in time. {As a result, when tanks 
did,, get ,on the mountain, they:. faced ‘only small arms ,and mortar 
fire ,.&,ich,.idid -:nos;dmage: : The. mountain: was captured without. the 
loss of a tank or infantryman ‘except -for those .’ casualties 
suffer&,& the tw0 pr,evious all infantry attempts.’ 

1 Tremendous casualtie+can be ,inflicted ‘on the enemy when he. 
is surprised and caught .off guard. An interestiq example can be 
found in, the attack on Albanete House .near Qssino, Italy. i At 
the height of the attacks on Cassino in February 1944, a British 
Indian Sapper qiit built a road under cover of darkness part way, 
up Monte C+sino&overlookirg the tim. ‘A plan was developed to 
send an .infantr.y.;force. reiaforced by a ,light tank company up this 
route ;to ‘their object ivek:::. Albanet House. 

Colonel INore repxts’&h&: exphiences of one-’ tank crew of 
this force in.;detail. (..?2) ,:E& attributes them ,with killing 50 to 
75, enFmy;i Tithe ‘tank commander, qt., Lawrence’M. Custer, states, 
I’. . .just as I got to the top ard !a could look dorcn the way for 
maybe, seventy-fiv,e; yards,’ .I. ran over a mine . . .when the snake and J 
dust, ,clear~~ away, I ,had ‘my head out wetching and saw a mule 
train coming up the. trail. ‘: There ,.wre a lot of Germans with the 
train ard I let loose with the machine gu?’ and also with the 
37mn.. 

Y 
They ,mre al-l standing still. looking at the tank, 

apparently! with lots of surprise ,and it took then awhile to 
realize w?. mre their s enemy., By that time I had gotten at least 
15’ of then and 5 or more of ,the mules.’ ? 

Sgt;l.Custer~’ stayed with the disabled tank despite the ‘fact 
that an enemy artillery battery: -was gin position -only--300 --yards 
away and ‘continued firing ultfl’. his ammunition wes exhaustedi’ & 
and one o,ther. ,member-. of his, ccrew wre successfully rescued by 
another light tank. : I’ ,, ‘. 

.‘Jhis. attack ms reyxllsed,and. one of the principle reasons was 
the ~inabili,ty of the: M5 light tanks-‘: to negotiate the. rough 
terrain without throwing ‘off tracks. ’ ,Qzn of the seventeen tanks 

/_ ‘..t . I, 
.‘, 

*2*‘. ( Col. Devorei AGF Qserver , “‘llhe Attack on Albanete House”, 
USA-385. 
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that ,.,made the’ attack’ .#e:‘Fost,:’ five, threw:~ ‘tracks ,. tti became 
stuck, tm’ hit mines, and ‘one was knocked o’ut by’ an antitank gun. 
The -&resent track with center guides has proven. much more 
effective and efficient. If this. attack had been made with ,M24 
tanks; which had not then been developed, it is possible. only 
three ,tanks might have been. lost ard the superior fire power of 
the 75rrm gun might. have turned the tide of the battle. 

‘An&her outstanding, although not typical, .exrmple of what can 
be gained from surprise comes from the’ attack of the lst 
Battalion, 6th ‘Reg iment , 1st ,Brazilian Infantry iDivision along 
Highway 62 against Fornova,. Italy. Fbrnova lies in a snall 
valley’openirg inti the Fb Valley with mountains on either side 
about 1008 .to 1500. feet ,high. ,\ 

me platoon of medim tanks’ ws attached -to this battalion 
for armor :sapport;., :;‘.The attack, ~‘&nnnenced on 28 ,,April 1945. 
Antitank,:i 20&i,, mortar, .,andY,artillery,, fire held’ up the advanc,e of. ’ 
t*, ~‘$&J&: ad Y infahtfy ,‘alorg ‘th& rod ad, mines: g!re~~y..l~~t&' ‘: 
~e!..~pijo:Ttl;ui~iti~s!;'fdi..;'d~~lo~~nt' of the'. tan&'; .,.:'mey drive 'ms' : 

', sb@p&$& ,:.Giam 2 ., I( ri.,,:, '. .': ' .' ','. '. 
The tank compny comnander lead another ,‘unattached! platoon 

without ,,‘infantry support into the high grout& south&St of 
Fornova. ‘This encircling movement apparently caght the enemy 
canpletely unaware ard about twelve- trucks were destroyed ‘by fire 
from hig’h ground. :‘: It ws impossible to. get dam into F&nova :’ 
fr& t&at pi&J; The.>:eneny ..:began miilirg about in complete 
confusion.:and the &nks fired 300 rounds’ ,of,, 76mC: and 10,000 : 
rounds’. of: 38. cal,iber aarmuni tfon into the positions in the valley 
before ,dark. : “, ;: “. ,:,: I 

‘The enemy,, thinki,ng: he-:‘was completely cut off, sent 
emissaries that night to the tanks to negotiate’ asurrender.. The 
emissaries ” Wre. conducted ,ti the Brazilian Qmmand .R%t:. ,9ie ‘I’ 
next ‘day, 29 A$ril 1945# 43,879 ‘enemy troops,.” including 820’ ,: 
officers, .with over 4000 horses and a000 assorted vehicles i.: 
surrendered ‘to the’ Brazilian forces. (“3) ; i: 

One ‘tank of the ~encircling platoon was destroyed by an enemy’ 
bazooka i ,; 

The .surrender., of soF.large .a force to ‘so ,snall a uni,t is ‘not 
typical,; it happened: at. a &time when resistance:‘was beginning to 
crumble all. over Italy& lhe. ,enemy cotiander: ‘;probably .grasped at 
the-f~rst-'h-a-lf-way.,-honor~~e-oppjrtun~ty-to--sulrerid~r~ :A i. 

Tanks are’wimarily an offensive weapon and in- the,defense’i 
their offensive qualities should be utilized to the utmost, by’ 
hold’ing tanks in reserve ‘to beused. -as a comterattacking force. 
The ,‘tanks” mobility: enables thm. to : reach any threatened point .’ ‘, 
quic,kly.:.and ,.they can b&c-enployed in mass only when ‘so held in 
reserve; ” :, ; 5, ‘il. ,: _. 

Mountain terrain may place such limitations on the-mobility 
of tanks that, ‘it will be impractical to use then for a counter- 
attacking .force due to the lack of suitable routes to all pints 

/ : 
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*3. After &ctionRe+rts, 760th Tank’:Battalion: : , “Report of. 
Action from 1 Aprisl thru.30 April 1945”; % 
on the front ;of the supported unit. Their fire powr may still 
be utilized to great adavantage by placir-g the tanks in selected 
firing positions on the infantry front. Reconnaissance for. 
positions should begin as soon as the ground is captured to give 
sufficient time to manuever the tanks into position. This 
operation sbuld be a part of ati coordinated with the infantry!s 
organization for holding the ground..:. ,.L: : ! ~ 

This type of\ : anployment will fall into tW classifications; :: 
one, tanks outposted and protected by infantry ‘to form strong 
paints, ati. tW f. tanks used ‘merely to reinforce and add volune to 
the fires of the infantry. Strong pints are only of value tien 
placed in likely. avenues of approach. .) t’ 

Speed of >mov&nent is one of the.’ chie.f protective means of. the 
American tank: but. ,in this : type of: employmentc’ movement must be 
kept ,.to;,;a: minimuni., so special an@asis must be. placed )on. camou- ., , 
flage and concealme,nt. : Alternate positions j nearby shoulddt.,:be 
prepared. The enemy will make every attempt to bring~.antitank 
guns to bear on ‘the tanks if they locate then. 

The 88th Divisioni with a tank battalion attached; L&S’ 
advancing slowly ard with great difficulty through mountainous 
terrain south of E?ologna., Italy in October 1944. The division’s 
boundaries led-’ it .alorg the route ‘Mt. ‘Grande,’ Monte Calderaro-, :. 
Mt.. Vedriano l.L+ then several ‘miles- of diminishing foothills and v the 
Fc, Valley. ,Gapturirg ,.the Fb Valley wuld deprive the enemy of-, a 
valuable source’ of supply as hell’ as ‘excellent ro,utes of supply 
ard cannunications, therefore it was the objective of the: entire. 
15th Army Group in Italy.. Moreover, to the mountain weary 
soldier in Italy, the flat, land of ,the JX.;.Valley seemed like the 
Promised Land. lWery0ne from generals to privates earnestly ” 
desired to <get there quickly. 
desired desperately, to hold it. 

Ihe .Gemans ‘on the other ,hand ,:: 
$1 

The division’s attack on Mt. Grande F\BS made with very little ‘.. 
effective support frcm tanks since there were no roads,, and the 
terrain was rough and steep, and the ground tie soft for tanksto 
negotiate it., l Initi,ally one mediun canpany was, employed along an 
unimwoved road on -the, division’s right flank, one, mediun ,company 
plus one; platoon. .,fired indirect f.ire reinforcing division 
artillery, and, .the~ other ,-mediun company less one ,,platoon did :’ 
practically- ncthirg. : .:, , ‘: 

The mountain WS ~captured,~~at dawn / on .21 October 1944,, a 
mediun tank canpany; less .one platooni (eleven tanks) and (a tank 
recovery vehic:le-.started up the mountain bya very, romd-about,’ 
previously reconnoitered. route lead by .a bulldozer.,., tie mission 
of the tanks w9s to take positions on the mountain to support, the 
infantry. The lead tank belonging to the canpany. coarmander 
rolled into a ravine hen the newly made trail gave way on the’ 
outside edge. 

The tanks proceeded on and reached the crest of a ridge 

, 
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leading into I%. Grande- by mid-afternoon;, There ws a cart;.trail 
alo.~~:the top of’ this ridge. l’he infantry was dq in on the 
reverse or south slope of this ridge and the cart trail generally 
marked the ,line of outposts. The plan required the tanks to 
proceed over this trail’ to Mt. Grande. 

A heavy rain ccmnenced just as the tanks reached the crest of 
the ridge and the trail. lhe lead tank slipped off the trail and ’ 
becane ,stuzk in the mud. 1000 yards mst of Farneto. Attempts to 
pull it out with other tanks wxe unsuccessful. ‘lhe tank 
recover-y vehicle ‘*had stopped to retrieve the canpany cumnander’s 
tank tithout - success and had been’ caught by the rain and could 
not ,climb the slick. mountainside. Tw more tanks mre stuck in 
by-passing the one west of Farneto. 

It was now night, and to canplicate. matters ,’ the rain had ’ 
changed. ti, a heavy fog. Visibility .WS zero. ‘Ihe, lead tank of 
the~colunnranoff the road at Farneto and .rolled on- its right 
side.,,“j~i,~iiispection of ‘the, trail,aheadi madeon haidsand knees, 
ir@icatM r:that- ‘it, had become too narrow for a tank to negotiate 
in the daylight and certainly too narrow for a foggy night4 
Another by-pass was attempted. ati four more tanks’ were stuck; 
tti got through. ‘, 

,3hese two tanks successfully reached the side of Mt. Grande 
ati. backed a short distance up a trail leadiq to the top. 
Visibility improved at dawn and the platoon leader with the tm 
tanks att&npted” to move than .,fifty yards to’ a more concealed 
position. J ‘The: lead tank .threw a 1 track, hopelessly trapping a 
secor’ld tank behird ,it; Qf the eleven .tanks, none now remained 
mobile. : 

f.. ‘,‘,I ’ .: ,: ” 

Y 
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With* dawn came more rain. ; / 
Seven of the tanks stuck along the Farneto ridge trail .wre 

recovered with the help of an engineer bulldozer but one becane 
mired in the mud again on the way to Mt. Grande and could not be 
retrieved. The remaining six were assembled in the only 
available concealed place on the side of the mountain. 

T~J of these tanks assisted in the capture of Monte Calderaro 
by firing from the road. They remained in position just north of 
CasalaCosta. 

The attack on Mti Vedriano began.next; Two tanks got as-far 
as Casa Cola but, a’fter one entire infantry canpany was lost, a 
withdrawal wes ordered by night to Casa il Vezzola. Qle tank 
slipped off the road, becoming hopelessly stuck, and was 
destroyed ti prevent capture. There was room for only two tanks 
at Casa il Vezzola so the remaining three were sent back to Casa 
la Qsta. The trail caved in mder the last tank out and the tm 
tanks ‘in Casa: il Vezzola had .no means of ~witbdrawal. XXX tanks 
were llow ,operative, two sealed in at olsa il Vezzola and tm at. 
Casa la Costa ., ;(\‘. r, ’ 

Two nights later at 18d hours an enemy battalion attacked 

i 

Casa il Vezzola but the attack was repulsed by a canpany of 
American infantry supported by the two tanks there. The enemy. 
battalion leader was killed by one of the tank cmanders as he 
was trying, apparently, to .cget on the tank. Ebcket anti-tank 
weapns were fired at the tanks frqn a building twenty feet away 
but none *scored ,hits.. It is doubtful if the position could have 
been held against, ,such ,a superior,. force of enany without the fire 
support of the two mediun tanks. 

The two tanks at Qsa la Costa fired on enemy positions 
around Monte Calderaro whenever they could be located ard when 
visibility permitted. 

ANAL,YSIS 
m,, . ..&mor can be employed in. virtually .any terrain if the 
necessary time is spent in putting it into position. Extra 

Y 

engineer attachments to armor in mountainous terrain is mandatory 
and adjustments will have ,to be made ti strerqthen tank-recovery 
capability. The dividends from surprising, an enemy who is not 
prepared for armor, thinking it unemployable, can mean the 
difference between victory and defeat.,. ,._ ~_- _~_ ,_. . . ._. . 

:  
, ,  (_ 

; , . *  

:  
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SINGLING (DEC 1944) ‘. 
c 

Lt Gen Fritz Bayerlein, Comnardirg General of the crack 
Panzer L&hr Division, was on a hill north of Singling on 6 
December 1944, when tanks .of the 4th Armored Division broke 
across the, open hills to the south in a frontal attack on the 
toWI. After the war ended he remembered that sight and spoke of 
it .with professional enthusiasm as “an outstanding tank attack, 
suqh as I have rarely seen, over ideal tank terrain. * : 

General Bayerlein could afford a detached appreciation. At 
the manent &en he saw the American tanks in motion, the attack 
was not his woblem. His division, after ten costly days’ of 
trying to drive ‘south to cut off the roar of advancirq American 
forces, had just, been withdrawn, 
Division. 

relieved by the 11th Panzer 
Bayerlein himself had remained. behid only because 

some .of his ,tank destroyer, units had been attached temporarily to 
the.,, ,rel i’eving forces . 

x%e attacks on Singling and Bining tiich General Bayerlein so 
a&Wed. were the last actions in ‘Lorraine of the 4th Armored 
Division conunanded after 3 December by Maj Gen Hugh J. Gaffey. 
E’or,: nearly a month the division had been fightiq in the most 
difficult terrain and under the most trying weather conditions of 
its entire campaign in France. Casualties .in men and material 
had been very heavy, lar9.ely because constant rains prevented air 
cover and because swampy .ground either confined the tanks to the 
roads or so reduced their 
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maneuverability in cross-country attack that they fell an easy 
prey to the enemy’s prepared defenses. 

Throughout the Lorraine campaign the division practice ws to 
operate in small, flexible task forces (generally tw to a canbat 
command) tiich .themselves wzre constantly broken L@ into smaller 
forces of canpany strength of tanks or infantry or both. These 
smaller nteams” ‘ore generally formed at need by the task force 
commander to deal with a stroqpoint of’ enemy resistance $i;ch 
was,:holdirig up the :advance of the main body, or to clean out’ ‘a 
village or hold high ground to safeguard such ‘advance. In this’ 
sense, the ‘attack on Singling, though inconclusive, was typical 
of the canpaign tactics. . It shows some of the difficulties’ of 
the use of armor in terrain tiich naturally favored the defense, 
and which the Germans knew thoroughly and had anple time to. 0 
fortiffy;, In respect to weather, however, &ich all the’ ‘tankers 
said ,wab their itoUghest and, most memorable .&&my durirg ‘the. ‘* 
camhign; Singling ..was not typical ;- ‘. The day of the battle, was 
,overcast, but there was no rain. Mti, except during ‘the’ 
assembling stage;,had rx”‘influence ,on the course of’ the action. 

Cne ‘feature of interest.‘in the detailed narrative ‘of the’ 
action lies in #the. picture of battle confusion, tiich. extends to 
higher headquarters. At Corps nothing at all was known of the 
engagement described in the following pages, and the day’s events 
were j represented ‘to, the ;, higher comnard.,: substantially as the 
real,ization <of ,,the original,,zplan. : The ,G-3 +ribdic Report (XII 
Corps) N&r. 115; 871200 December 1944, reads: 

+th ,,:Arnpyed~ :Djvision. _- Comet” Command A, began their 
attack on Bining,: ,around noon. The 38th (sic) Tank Battalion 
and 53d Infantry formed ;a base of fire to’ the south of town 
ati $7 37th Tank Battalion hit Binirg fran the west. As the L 
attack onBining (46549) progressed, Combat Command B passed 
Combat,,. Command A. and iattacked Singling (46249). The 
op$osition here consisted of infantry, tanks, and antitank 
fire ‘from nun&o& ‘pillboxes, and artillery fire which came 
in 30- to 40- round concentrations. The fighting at Singling 
and Binirg was very difficult; but: by,. nightfall Canbat 
Command A was in ,Bining and ,,Eaohrbach (46549) . 
not clear, as of 1730.. . . 

Singling ws 
.’ 

..-A.. 
‘in actual fact, as ,&e narrative willshow, Combat Gommand A 

attacked Sirgiing and secured the’ southern ard eastern portion of 
the tom .before Combat Command B ~came up; the, attack on’ Bining 
did not begin until late .in the afternoon and was made by. only 
the light tanks of the 37th Tank Battalion supporting a battalion 
of the 328th Jnfantry;- %ind, finally, no elements of Canbat 
Command A ever reached Rohrbach..’ 

‘I 

a 



; , :  I  ”  
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,  : Background’ of the Attack, 
‘. 

‘Phe impranptu attack on Singling, 6 December 1944, by Company 
B of the ‘37th Tank Battalion ,and Company B of the 51st Armored 
Infantry Battalion represented the farthest advance northeast of 
the 4th Armored Division in its slow, difficult drive toward the 

4 German border tiich.. began 10 November fran ‘assembly areas just. ‘: 
east, ‘1 of Nancy; 1 .F’rom:, the ‘military -‘standpdint’, Singlihg ‘is 
important not as a town but as a terrain feature. An 

* (agricultural village of some 50 53qtit .stone houses, it is, strung 
along about half- a mile of the highway frti Achen (near the Sarre 
River) east to Bitche and the German border. Aromd the simple 
square) church., the brow stone schoolhouse, the< market square, 
cl&& ‘the houses tio,se ; concreted tills ‘are pz%$&, +tiite , red, 
yell&J,. “‘blue, pink, ‘.and roofed with red tile. As’ in most 
Lorraine _ vilXages, the stables are on the main ‘street and’ the, 
manure “Riled : ’ in: the”. front yards. But the’ picturesque’ 
insignificance of’ Singling conceals a military reality. Some .of 
the’& farm houses have 3-foot reinforced concrete walls; the 
garden’walls are high and thick; concrete pillboxes stand guard 
at the, entrances to tom east ‘and WZS~, on the hills and in the 
valley north,. and’ on ,.the ridge sduth. 
Mag.inot L,i.he i ; 

Ear, Singling ‘is- in the. 
,ard its ‘position, alo,@ ,a southwest-northeast * r’idge 

is tactically iinbrtant. 
d orient&d “‘north ard east, 

In the Magin0.t ,fortification scheme, 
Singling was a ‘focal point in the 

secotiary ,systeni of forts. For the Germans defending south and 
west;:’ it tias “admirably placed as a for.tified outpost for the 

’ defenses ‘against attac,k from the southwest, toward the cities of 
c Rohrbach; an immrtant rail ‘and road center and military- barracks 

area,>. and Bining , tiich controls the, approaches to Rohrbach from 
thy)u& ,, ;, .:,:,I : ‘. 

‘.;Rohrbach (aed. Bining, both located in the valleys dominated on 
three’r:sides,, by high ground, are themselves tactical liabilities. 
But control “of the cities:‘through occupation of U&ridge to the 
north .:was ‘especially important at this time both ,to .X11 Corps, 
&ich.;ordered the attack, and toSeventh &my (XVCorp), tiich 
wasb:on thee4th Armored ::Division’s right flank (Map No. 1). l’he 
principal’, objective-‘.of‘ the XII Carp Ws Sarreguemines, an . ..-.. .- hwkgant. -c$~y.r^dri‘-the ..-:safre’-. RI-.~~ -ati thk aman b&j&; - ml;&jh 

Rohrbach. ‘@ss a’ railroad and one of i the ;main highways east ‘out .of 
Sarren#&iineS; Rdhrbach had, an ‘additional importance as ali 
objective at ,the time; because it WE: a focus for, roads ,north out 
of ,the large forest ,area (including ‘the’ ‘For&de-Lemberg and 
Foret-de-Montbro,nn) then, under attack by XV Cor’p units. 

But Rohrbach as an objective could not .be separated from 
Singling (Map No. 2 and Map No. 3). The main road into Rohrbach 
fran the south follow high ground, but passes by a series of 
small knobs &ich.makes it musable for attack. The alternative 
,is the ridge west of the Valee d’Altkirch. The east slopes of. 

2-61 



this ridge are, of’ course, 
_I 

enfiladea by .the same hills that’ 
control the Rohrbach road. The west side, on the other hand, 
comes cnder direct frontal fire fr,om Singling, which, by reason 
of, a few feet additional elevation, and its position on the 
curving nose of the ridge, commands this approach route for three 
or four kilometers to the south. Neither route, therefore, PM 
satisfactory, since tanks on both would come under enemy 
observation before they were within r,ange to attack,. but the west 
side of the. ridge with comparative, freedom from flanking fire 
seemed to ‘offer the best hope for success. To use it for 
attacking Bining , however, it MS first necessary either to take 
or to neutralize Singling. The ridge configuration and the 
impassability’ of flooded. terrain in the Vall,ee d’Altkirch 
ctipellq. the a,ttacking force to, come .up east of Singl,irg’ and 
then make a ni,nety+egree turn southeast on the high ground into 
Bid$g ., Assault of, Singling was rendered difficult not only by 
the,canali@ approach but:‘also by the fact that the,‘heights it’ 
occupies are th-emselves ,dcminated _ by a. ridge .1,200 yards to the 
north tiich, is ;n: the main defenses of the Maginot Line. 1 

Just how hi ff icult the task ;was had been discovered on ’ 5 
December by the 37th Tank Battalion, commanded .by Lt Co1 
Creighton W. Abrams, when it attacked fran Schmittviller under 
orders to, advance as far as possible, with Rimling as a limiting 
oblective. In fact ,,:. the attack carried. only, to within l,OOQ 
yards of Singling. ,and was there stopped by difficult terrain and 
by heavy artillery :.a@ direct fire frcm S$nglirg ard beyond. 
Fourteen medim ‘tanks wzre. lost to mud and, enemy guns. $,ve ware. ” 
hit, almost simultaneously on toppiq,. a ridge, south of town; 
others .bogged in the sticky ground and were destroyed by 
artillery or temporarily disabled. The battalion,: reduced in, 
effective, strength to two medium companies. and unable to advance, 
reassembled northwest of Hill 349, That night (5/6 December,), ‘, 
Combat C@mand A Headquarters rece,ived from Division the. plan of 
attack for the next day. Combat Command ‘B was to advance from 
,Schmittviller to take Singling and the high ground to the east.. 
Task Force Abrzans (of ‘Combat Comnard A), whose. principal canbat 
elements ware, the 37th ‘.l&tk ,Battalion, 51st Armored ,.Infantry 
Battalion, 94th Field Artillery Battal,ion (105~nm howitzers) , and 
Company B of the 704th Tank Destroyer Battalion (less one. 
platoon): ; -.was ’ to attack Biniq -and Rohrbach :and reconnoiter -the-- 
hi-gh. ground to. the north. Tas& Force Crjen, (of. Qmbat.. @mand A) 
meanwhi,le would ,push on fran the Eichel River bridgehead at 
Ibmfessel to take Cehlingen, and Bahling , and be in the 
to support z+brans (Map Noi 2) . ;., 

position, 
,I. 

, 
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Colonel Abrams redommended to Combat ammarid A’ that he be 
allowed to attai=k SinQliq first. Canbat Comnand B was ‘still in ’ 
the vicinity of Voellerdingen and Schmittviller, ,and, though they 
could march as far as Abram’s’ assembly area without opposition, 
he knew that they would be ‘ulable. to come up in time to junp off 
abreast with Combat Comnarrl A in’. the attack. This would mean 
that Abrams, muld’ have to turn his flank to Singling in attacking, 
east. If that. turning .had to be made, he asked Combat;,,Coirma& A 

, for “the-&support :of at, least six battalions of artiller,y,. : .(,In’; 
fact, “Mien h& attack&d the next .morniw, all artillery:battal’ions 
except the 94th ware, unknom~ to him, on the road.) Alj&& .i&& 1 
his recomnendations as to objectives and artillery suppbrt ‘.to, 
Combat. Command A by liaison officer, along with a ,plan for attack, 
on eini~q, .if his .preferred plan .Fre not accepted,; , ‘, ‘, ‘y.;,, .: ,! .’ : ; ‘. :, :. 
.b /’ ; ‘. ‘. ” ‘. ‘. .:. 1’ ,,” , ,. ‘1 .,, 

,’ A ‘Change’ in’Plan . . ’ *’ 
,., i,, ,’ :> ,,. ;,’ “., j 
,, 1 ..’ ‘The 51st,‘Armore& Infantr$Battalion carimanded by Maj l&n C. 

Alanis, at’ 0700, 6 December, left bivouac areas in the..vicinity- 
of Schmittviller to’,meet the tanks for the junp-off at 0800. ‘l’!ie, .’ 
plan, as far, as it concerned Team Bt was ti advance in colunn of 
alternating tanks, ard.:,:infantr.y carr,iers up to the ,outskirts: of’ 

i- . -1: Bining :.+‘-E?Ut. -the-soakedgro~d ~. even-,-on -,the- hi 11s -.pr.oved .,:-too _ _ 
‘. &icky. for the ha1 f-tracks,, ati they. were left in the ‘biv,ouac 

‘area with-their: ‘drivers &i)e the r.iflemen rode the rear d&ks of ( 
” the,, tanks. When 1 they, mounted at 0835 (Lieutenant Belden looked 

,at hi,s. ‘mtch’ and: tis worriedbecause ,th?y pe lake in stqmtingj., ’ 
the plan .still called for ‘Term B to attack ‘Binirq. They were 

‘then just! wst of the <M&n My; still in the immediate vicinity. 
of the battalion .’ assembly arear’ 3,000 yards fran ,, Singling.. 
C&pany;‘,A .o,fthe 37th ,&nk .Battalion at the h@d of. the :colwnn 
was’ a”,:m.ile :tLj the north; arid had been stopped ‘by direct and 
indiredt. fi,re,- from Singl’ing as heavy as’ ‘that of the, ‘day before. 
At 0830, Batteries B ati C of the 94th ,Annor’ed Field Artillery~ 
Battalion began firing smoke concentrations north and east of, 
Singling..-, Cn 6 cont:iguous target areas they! fired 13i rounds, 
but, .al,though. a gentle southwesterly breeze ‘drifted, , the,’ snake’ 
perfectly across Singling, enemy fire continued heavily; .ati, for 

’ the ,’ next hour or so, the bbl’tin made ‘ti atteiiipt ~to advance; 
Canpany .A, 37th Tank Battalion fired into :,the town, although 
targets mr’e seldom visible. Qinpatiy B ‘of the, &me .battalioni’ 
shot occasionally at targets of opportmity at ‘extreme -range ‘and 
without observed effect; Cf the enemy ahead in Singling, Company 
B observed two tanks in the ,orchards west and east and a!’ gun 
firing from the center of town. This turned out to be a 
self-propelled gLn which later engaged’ the attention of the ~ 
assaulting companies most of the day. 
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Convinced that enemy guns in Singling could not. ‘be 
neutralized by, a fire fight, Colonel Abrans decided on his own 
initiative &I attack the town and .attempt to hold ,it with ,one 
tank canpany and infantry, while. the remainder of his force 
turned east into Bining. He ,assigned the mission of taking the 
tom to Tean B (Map No. 3), which had no time to make detailed 
plans. 

Captai,n, Leach was gi,ven ,the order to attack; Ihe informed : 
Lieutenant &den but,, ,, ,as ,, the infantry ,-z-e already ‘,mounted, 
Lieutenant Belden could ‘not pass,, the ,wrd on even to his platoon 
leaders. (Cne of then thought. Lntil that night that .he had been 
in Bining. l’he tank comanders wlere ‘so sure of it that they. 
mistook Welschoff Farm north of, Singliq for the barracks they 
had expected to find 4at I33,nijng.) Captain Leach deplo@ his 
tanks;,; putt&q the’ 2d ,Plation’,under ,,,a‘,Lt James N. Fares,e on the 
left; the, $$t.,~Platoon; ‘conmq~ded !by lst Lt William F. CobLe, on 
thb right f a:rd the 3d ~Platoon,, under 1st Lt!: Robert :M. Cook, in 
support ., The’ cowand ‘.tank moved : bet&en. then 2d and lst Platoons 
in front. of ‘the ;3d. Ps, the; 2d ‘Platoon tanks carried .nd infantry, 
the three infantry platoons were mounted on the remaining :11 
tanks (3 in the _,,, 1st Pla,toon, 4 in the 3d, the cmanding 
officer’s tank, and’ “the artillery, observer’s). The, infantry 
platoons were, widely ;di,spersed; the 11, men of the 2d, rode on four 
tanks. &fore ,&he, at.tack ‘at lOI& Batteries A and, B of the 94th 
Field. Artil@ry Battalion put 107 rounds’ of HE on S’ingling,,: of 
which 3: rounds &e. ‘8, time-&z+, ,the rest impact. ?hq assault, 
guns of. the 37th Tank I,Battallon took ‘up the smoke ,mission and 
continued to fire north of the: qwn until the! .tanks got on their 
objective; Ca@ny A of. the battalion turned east and throughout 
the d&fired on. the Singling-Bining. road and ti the rxxth. me 
’ platoon of tank destroyers, in ,Ijosi Qon , to s,uppqrt the attack, 
actually did little, effective. firing during the day because heavy 
enemy, a.rtil#ry forced b,the’ guns back. The other ‘platoon .remained 
in the; ‘assembl’y +area and ws moved into, Bining the next, day. 

Company 8, tanks advanced rapidly. toward Singlin$, ipqjiately 
after the artillery preparation, and, fired as they moved. But 
the planned formation was soon broken. Sgt Joseph ,HaupQnan’ s 
tank (2d’ Platoon) developed engine’, trouble, ran only in first 
gear, and so lagged behind; SjSgt ,Max v. Morphew’a (3d Platoon) 
radio failed and he did not bring his -tank up at al-l. -The -other 
three tanks, of the 3d Platoon croti& the ‘first two until their 
firing endangered the lead tanks, and they mre ordered to stop 
shooting. As far as’ the tankers noticed, there was no 
appreciable return .fire from ,the,, enemy. - -’ As the, company 
approached the tom, the 1st and 2d Platoons swung east and west 
respectively, and the 3d Platoon moved in through the gap .to come 
up substantially on a line.. The ,effect ,then was of, an advancing 
line of 13 tanks on a front a, little less than the length of. 
Sitglirg, or about 600 to 700 yards. Only Lieutenant Farese’s 
tank was notably in advance. Leading the tanks of S/Sgt Bernard 
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K. . . sdw&+ and : %tJohn H.. .,.I+Ms I by about !3j kard,, Lieutenant 
Fa,$& moved up the hillside south of.,*s$Glirg and ‘turned left 
into an orchard (Map No. 4). As his tank topped the’ crest of a 
slight rise just south of a stone farmyard wall, it was hit three’ 
time& by armordpiercing shells and imnediately ms set on fire. 
Lieutenant Fare!% and his loader, PEC William J. Bradley, were 
ki&Jed. Ihe g*ner , CK! Hulmer C. .M$l&er ,.,-was slightly, munded. 
Th$,reiq$ ;‘ of.: the, ,crew,,, got; out. 
taq$+i .io d+! +I? @h&g: g+ 

Sowers a@ Parks ,backed ‘their : 

come,,rip: ‘. 
rise qpg ,rad io$ ,,~.uptm~ not to. 

!. : ; _, ,. ,: g;:“’ . : 
The shells that hit ,Ue$enant F&!ese ‘&re ‘Iprobably from a 

Mark ir tank which was p8rked beside ,a ,‘stone# barn,; though they may 
have ‘come from a to&l 7%mn antitank g?:, in the sames’general 
y+!.+r!$tY*, ,‘, In,:,any case, ‘what. Lieutenant Par,ese II+. r:vL ,, into was ;a 
nyl& ; hg $nern~ Ii yy$ $Wy ::~efe.fi$$~ , ,y@acen@nts-a ,’ .pe&d t : 
de,.f@~~v~h. ,,.sjTiWn !$$ch t+ ,ep,y~. :.iy,H ,...g t the fu’llest : and ,, 
aga.$,nst.tilch,, *am B fought ,,;,and i.ploptted all day without~~~ even, 
mlno:r, s,utcess ..’ .’ 

He’+, 
,j ( , iA.,z a ‘,’ jtit &uti, Of ‘ke &.J -‘.., !&y 75 ,yards from, the 

” tk$c~y~ settled part of town, are. a substantial two-storyistone 
house :and.;-stone barn and two Maginot pillboxes. Che large-domed 
pillbox, constructed to house an antitank gun defending to the 
nor!&~is.~~juC to. the west ofIt@,, barn, : ;#Iwo concrete buttresses 
fa,$)ned,l, @us sI $, ,th$$@rtheast .+@I .southeast:’ :to foe a, good field’ 
eq+pq~t For, qg,, ~~;li~~~,~,41ai.g~ d$eding’ .tiWegst : 
an$pp 4.:~ may,: h+y$+ep :;~@abe~J, th$ke: $ 

lly tdwed, ’ 

is, ,,thlnIi~tne.. .slope ::of tne- hill gentle,. so 
The, orchard ‘&&& : 
that :the, turrets : ,of 

tan,ks Y,;attackiti;; fr,cm,, .t.hat ‘direction are‘. .,gnf iladed, frq the : 
pQlbox,,, position at,,. igO yards., ‘Ihe, other pi .l-lbox is I much 
md+er, +es$gn@ pp$$$&~ as q, pa@@-gul cpppt 9 CQV~~ the &Q ;b.. .,.J : It guts “oht ‘ins ~‘e ‘road ana,~ tog~~er huh ‘me’., ~gh 
wails of the farm buildirrjs to the east; provides cover from the 
to,Ff square. for a:!: ~nk,,p$ed behind it’ on the south.,-side of ,the 
roa3; The main, street of ,:town makes ,a broad S-curve which serves 
to, ,conceal, guns on the, ‘tiuth side from observation, of an 

’ attackirg, force, ,,,, entering the’,.center of: town fran the south, y&t 
still, p$rm’,ts’ those guns to connnand: the. full ‘length of the street 
to the main squhre . ~ ,‘. ,’ 

“1 Tn this area,,:,,at least ‘three Mark V: tanks, tm. Sp’ guns, one 
towed .antitank, ,and one ‘m+hin$gti. (German .42- or possibly an 
American, ?N,-cal.:) ,,succ~ssfully, blocked ‘every attempt ,at .d.irect 
as+lt’;or e,nveloplient,, ar$d.,:durirg ‘the day fired at will at all’ 
movement@ ‘a@oSs or “along .t$$.main~ : street and .,to the south-,and. 
southeast. Sergeant So,&rs a@; Sergeant Parks found -‘that ..i f : they ,.: 
m0ved”;thei.r tAnk;F; only. so far up. the slope is to bare their“ 
antennae” r+sts.they drew armor:piercing fire. :, : 

For some. time, however, &rks and Seers’ mre ‘the only ones 
who ‘suspect&3 .‘the stre@th of this thicket of enemy defensive 
armor. ‘Ihey hew. that t&y could r@ advance, but they had seen 
only one tank ard -one gm;’ ‘I ‘The destruction of Lieutenan,t 
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Far&e% tank ‘tis, of ‘&urse, rerjo~~~ ‘to’~ C;nptain ‘~achI: but 
Captain Leach at the m&ent .was ‘preoccupied ‘by another more 
inmediately pressing problem, an enemy SP 50 feet in front of 
him. 

The Infantry Attack _, 
I&en tm tank -platoons carrying the infantry reached a hedge 

j.ust south ,of Singling, .‘they sloti up : ,to ,iet the infantry r 

dismount’. Lie,e’lite,,ia& hB&‘&, ~:gbt ‘dff *she&j ‘& his zjla$& 
leaders-. First to ‘reach him .:WS 2d Lt ‘William, P. Q-ill, hose 
platoon assembled most ‘rapidly because the men happened to be 

.’ 

riding on tanks relatively close together. Lie’utenant 8elden 
told Q&gill to take the left side of tom, disregard the first 
three”:M& on t%e M’uth.,’ and ‘:%ove in; 2d Lt ’ $heodore R. .Price 
was.1 &rd&&j u j-&& thb^$fight sf& ,’ Belden ‘said to 1st Lt,,:Norman “. 
c. s&itt , W&&w +p After “~iigill;ll Padgett coti,ented drily af&fwafag,‘, ~ ,) I was iti s&p&r” That‘ tis the plan. Neither 
leaders nor men had, any knowledge of the town : or of the enemy. 
They were to cle’an out the houses, splitting the work as 
circumstances ‘dictated? ?hough all the platoon leqrs and .a 
good percentage’ of the men ,mre recent replacements, ‘they had 
ail had combat experience and had fou$ht -in towns before. 

,’ Consideriw ’ its depleted streligthl’ (1567260 men), the enemy 
b&&lion ws till armed l “: 1 ” -’ ?t-jF ,It+ree corn%+ actually ’ in ’ 
contact at.. Si,qli%~ “.had one, ‘F$zd 75-&-,arititank gur, at ,least 
fi;y&’ ‘.s&l& Mr@ks,::, eight. b, ten ,~@‘fit”:q&hineg~s, ,qne &&y 

machinsti, three 28-k, antiaircraft .‘gLns, ,a&d a wurfgeraet,’ an 
improvised rocket launcher, of T steel-supported woden fr,ames, 
capable .of firiq two’iOO-pour$, 36-inch projectiles at a time;: Y’. .I. ,. * ., ” ., ‘, ‘. ,’ .; 
‘From 9 November ti 6. December, .the company had received”‘128 
re’placeii&% ard had suffered ‘100 p&cent officer casualties. 

1 

Lieutenant Belden ‘&ok conmand’ 25 ‘Nov’ember but had been in the 
canpany before; Padgett, ‘Price, ard Mgill. were .a11 replacements 
who” had jo’ined the company 13; 16; and 21’ November ‘,respect@ely. 

An ,indication of the relati~ve importance. of Singling and 
Binid ’ in the enemy’s defensive plan is the fact that @ile a 
battalion with : t&k and artillery support held Si&iq, the 
defense of Bining ms entr~ted ‘to a single company ‘(the Ist) of 
the.-61st Antitank Battalion (l,lth ,Panser, qivisiqn) .’ ,Eis canpany 
had,“about ‘50.men ‘and 8 old+ype <75,+n .aiititank’. guns mornted on 
Mark % chassis, which a. prisoner ,.,of ,,war ,testified could not 
penetrate a Sherman tank from the front .at more than 600 yards. 
Near Binirg,. exact location uMete&nind;” mre one or possibly 
two companies of ‘the 2d Battalion, ‘, 111th .Panier ‘Grenadier 
Regiment, tise presence was app&ently’ UnknoW’ to ‘the men of the , 
lst Battalion of that regiment. Probably at least a comp&iy of 
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tanks ws: in the .,area, tanks ws: in the .,area, 
‘Finally, ‘Finally, 

thou@ no ,. identifications were made,. thou@ no ,. identifications were made,. 
the len‘emy was employing Marsch Battalion B -’ a the len‘emy was employing Marsch Battalion B -’ a 

collection of some 250 Overaged, crippled, or otherwise Llnfit collection of some 250 Overaged, crippled, or otherwise Llnfit 
personnel - personnel - as labor troops to dig defenses. as labor troops to dig defenses. 

The enemy facing l&n B. was th& “stronger and better armed 
(particularly in respect to heavy weapons) than the, attackers. 
.J$w~Wy$y~;,~ befor? *e l+t!,e. eg joined some ..,,of the en”emy 
,troop$:;,ha.d ‘<been :,~rn#:: by:. the.ir 0~ officers. that they were 
fac!ng the;,4.th. Armored I>lvisi.on,’ Vane of the best ,divisions in 
the.’ American Army.” This they h@ a chance’ to discover for 
themselves ,.in. both Singling and: Bining as the day wxe on. 

9 

w 

Lieutenant Cowgi 11 ,‘(3d Infantry. Platoon) with ,PlX ‘,john ‘T. 
Stanton,. his,radio ope‘r&or acting this day as ‘runner, came’ into 

-j+y ahe@ of ,:his platoon:. ‘They madei:,their. *y nearly up to the 
,m,qp ~~,,~~,~e:.~bgf~~~: .spotihg q..‘fm3ny SP’ parked be&e No. 44. 
Th~~$%&ld~rg~~ ’ burning frcm shell fire; clouded,~ the ,,square’ with 
tfiick ,,smok&‘: ,;&r\gill 
‘Gycs ,not to: dome 

turned and ~‘six$ited back a. warning to the. 
up. 

nearby. 
Padgett tith.:t,* men of his, 1st Squx$ ws 

He lx&Et pited w .assemble his. platoon as they wwe 
trained ti watch him,, when they dismoyrted; .ati 6~ folloti; This 
they, did, though the da wad w~ls actually held up most of the 
morning by ,,so$ie hc+x+cleanirg (see below). 1 At. Q~;ill,~s shouted 
,y’yq I Captain ,&each dismotited and .,advanc:ed’ ‘alqng the street 
ahe& : of ‘his Itank. ‘&d?bir&,.‘ of, *em; .The SP up to. this point]’ was apparently 
,., ’ 
~.turr&; Padgett, 

thouqb de comander{s head was .out: ,of the 
Leach,, Qqill,,. a# ,.th& tF,men started firing + ma* yp&&;& upi lhen, $he SP moved. It backed across ,the 

street+ti the .church prepara,tory’ ‘to he&ii4 wst. In the 
meant+ more’ infantry had come up from the south,. Men 
Lieutenant B&den approached, the. street,, .was cro@ed. qnr?oY~ I 
he shouted at ..the mean to. clear off and : fan out 
into’ the ‘houses’ on, ei-ther side. His shout was less effective 
than ‘a burst of machinegun fire from ,.INe, ‘:SP. ,+&ich follo& the 
shout by a matter of ‘seconds. The 1st Squad of the 3d Platoon 
(Lieutenant Qwgill) , which, for, the first. Mlf hour or so that 
it remained together; was under command of CPL Ralph R. 
+ring.ton,I, ducked, ,into houses.,pn .the west side of the street. 
.The .2d .Squ,&, under S,Gl’ Job McPhail, retreated. hastily intp- -No. 
:45 ‘on the east, ,and the street es nearly clear. ’ ; I( .’ 

~ 
‘( 

‘Belden could not see the SP. 
*at they ,wre “getting, ahead:; 

He stopped “a soldier ‘to ask 
me answr’ ws:’ tWachinegun .@I 

.f” If ,, it is a machinegun nest,” ‘said Belden, %e’ll br’ing up ‘a 
tank. ‘I 9 ‘the mysterious pathwys of ,,runor,,’ this remark -traveled 
i~garmd j: lcgt it& ‘II if;l# and.‘resulted in the ordering of .the last 
tahk &der.. SOT Kenneth L. Sandrock.“of ,the lst mnk Platoon to 
clean out an enemy.machinegM nest; Sandrock ‘moved wst fran his 
,,platoon tiich, had driven into the, orchard east of town, fired ..&jt .’ 

2-69 



shots at the .church steeple ‘on the chance that it might be an 
enemy OP,: went, on up the’ south street, and found no machinegun 
nest. Then, meeting Captain Leach, Sandrock drove 
his tank in behind No. 6, where he remained separated fran his 
platoon the rest of the day. 

In the meantime the enemy SP at the square had completed its 
turning and headed west alorg ,the main street. Leach continued 
to fire: his tbmmy,gun at it? But .in so’ doing he blocked the line 
of fire. of his ‘own tank behi’M him, aid the SP escaped. Leach 
did not attempt to follow. Ha had received the report about a 
tank that had knocked out Lieutenant Farese, and decided that it 
muld be wiser to attempt to get the escaping SP from the flank 
by moving the 3d Platoon tanks through the west end of the town. 
,He’ therefore had his ‘.own tank back between ,buildings’, No. 6 and 
No’. 7, where ‘hi! was covered fran the tist at-d could c-and the 
square, and’,%a811ed Lieutenant. Qok. Cook’s ,three”tanks, ‘his ‘own, 
the one-.cMnatied.by SGI! Gil& W. hayward, at-d the ld5-mn assault 
gm, commanded by SGJ! bbert G. Grimm,, .were advancing on the town 
between the tm southern trails. In front of then the large farm 
building (No. 11) was on fire and clouds of smoke reduced 
visibility to the north to a few feet. Cook led his tanks to the 
right of the burning farm with the idea of cutting across the 
ma,in street in’ pursuit of the enemy SP. As’ they approached, PVT 
Charles. H. MdCreer , Cook’s loader, saw hrese ‘get hit in the 
orchard’ to his ,left,. I& may have informed Cook, or may ‘have 
assumed that Cook had s&n it too. In ‘any case, Cook did riot 
absorb the ,information -and ‘made his next’ moves ~ in ignorance of 
the existence of enemy tanks on his left flank’;’ ’ .H% drove ‘.his 
tank between the corner of the ‘burning barn and the house north 
of it, No. 9. Between cthese buildings, invisible in the smoke, 
was a low stone,, “retaining wall and about a 2-foot drop’ into the 
walled garden in front of No. ll. 
ci 45-degree angle, 

hitting this unseen barrier at 
&ok’s”&nk teetered dangerously’ on its left 

tread. Ear a moment’ it ‘threatened to overturn, then lumbered on, 
righting itself. Grimn and Hayward, following, had’ little 
trouble as the first; tank had ‘broken down the bank. 

Ihe garden in which the three tanks found themselves was 
enclosed on the north -and- west-by:a -I&foot ,concreted -stone wall, 
stepped up to 6 feet high around the’ :northwast corner. Despite 
this inclosure., they felt, ,on emerging from the snake pall,, as 
naked as if, they had suddenly come up on a skyline. In fact, 
their @sition ‘was seriously ‘exposed from the north, for the 
continuous slope of the grourd northward for several hundred 
yards canceled out the ~11 as a,.screen. Immediately across the 
street were tm smaller gardens with low stone walls,, and a dirt 
trail leading down into the valley. Originally, Coo’k’ had no 
intention of staying there. He planned to cross the road, then 
work around to the west still intent on trapping the SP which he 
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“, 
knew ws someM&e’ on his left. ’ 
ccamanded the street; 

I&‘&d rrot know that its gun now 
and he would have found out too late’ if 

Lieutenant Cowgill had not appeared at that moment to’ warn him. 
cOw@l’s platoon haJ set out imnediately after the escape of 

the SP from the square to move into the Wst side of town. 
Cowgill, himself, with two men of his 1st Squad (Harrirgton and 
PW Grover C.. Alexander) , moved along the south, side of the 
street. (The other four men of. the squad. stayed behind near No. 
7 from &ich later ,on they undertook an’ independent mission to 
the> ~north:) Cowgill; Harrington , ‘and Alexander’. made .their tiy to 
No. 10 and from there could see two German SP’s perked on either 
side of the ,street 200 yards to the wast. It was then that 
Cowgill, coming around No. 10 into the garden into which @ok’s 
tanks had just driven, 
Cowill said, 

found ‘Cook ‘and warned him of the enemy. 
“There is a Kraut tank,) behind ‘the” ,th‘ird building 

dam to the west.” Cook: got the impression, that’ the “‘tank” vs 
located behind a house tiich he could see on’ the north side of 
‘the street. He therefore had his tank ‘and Griti’s 105 chop down 
the corner of the .till in’ front of them. This fire probably 
nettled the eneny into replying, ard a round of 75-mn struck the 
northwest corner of N3. 10 not far from there Co@ ill was. 
standing. ‘Cook dismounted and with Cowgill walked around to the 
east .side of the building tiich had been hit. 
i ,. 

In the meantime the 2d’ Squad of Cowgill’s platoon under 
Sergeant IQPhail had ,moved on from No. 45 into tiich the SP’s 
machineg’h ‘at the ‘square ,had driven them. Satisfies -that there 
were, no enemy: ,in Nd. 45, the ‘seven men crossed the square and 
entered No,. .28, a ha$some low-lying stone house set back from 
the ‘street. and surrounded by a 2-foot ,mll , surmounted by an iron 
railing. In this house McPhail ard ‘his men discovered. twelve 
c’ivil.ians shelteri,ng in ithe cellar. A few minutes mre consumed 
in’ searchiti them, then the’ squad set out to continue the sweep 
of the n&th side”of the street. McPhail and Tech 4 ,Ben A. l$dd 
emerged through the front door of No. 28 and made a dash to the 
schoolhouse. A third man tried to follow but ducked back when 
machinegun bullets spattered in the front yard. Then ati for the 
rest of the ‘day, No. 28 was ulder direct fire from the enemy 
tanks on the est. M&hail and Todd reached the school; the rest 

af.;~e-'sq~d,-&ay&- -in--m.- 28: ‘- Lieutenant ~Qwgill; -standing on 
the other side of the street, shouted across to ask McPhail 
!&ether he could see the enemy SP’s. He could. Qwgill ordered 
him to fire. Lieutenant Cook, haviG seen. the true location of 
the ‘SPls, returned. ti his tank and backed it-, into an alley 
beteen. ND. 9 and No.“lO, just wide ,enough to let him through. 
He’ told Grimm and Hay&r-d about the enemy SP’s, asked Grimm 
&ether he thought he could get out of the garden if necessary, 
and Grimm thought he could. Cook then called Captain Leach and 
asked whether’ tanks could be sent around to hit the enemy guns 
from ‘the southwest. Leach radioed orders to Sowers (2d Tank 
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Platoon) to try, to go through the burning barn (No. 11) and find ,, ,, air:: to ,attack the ‘SP’s. Sowers tried, but got only a, few 
Just beyond the &ll, 

through the gate .to the west, 
the nose of his tank, exposed 
was shot at. Convinced that 

advance was impossible, Sowars returned ti the orchard. 

Every attempt to deal with the enemy so far had been made in 
ignorance both of the layout of the town and of the enemy 
pdsi tion,. nks ,, Lieutenant C&&gill set out to remedy and,. while 
Cook maneuvered hi,s’ tanks, Cjtiill’ and his tm men started’ on a 
devious exploratory journey through the houses to the w&t. ’ ,. ,/ . 

At the same- time IWhail and Todd, who had fired a few’rourds 
at the SP’s, discovered Nat seemed ti them more profitable 
targets ,in,.-en,emy~,infdntry ,,in .the valley to the tirth. Ihis enemy 
was ‘also occupyi&j the. atten,tion- of two other groups of men in 
bjwf-l* The ,, ,foiiL- men of Co&ill%. lst Squad (PW .Joseph .,C. 
&?idges, ,.P,F, Wiiliti ‘El:, Ccnvery, PFC Prank M. ,C.: Aspluti,, and PFC 
L. ,w. Elatt;iks) hho had’ ,stayed at, ‘the square aen the squad 
leader, Ijarrirgton,’ had accanpanied Lieutenant Qwgill, spotted 
15-18 G&rmaris near a! pillbox in the valley. ‘Ihey crossed the 
street, took up firing positions in the, yard of No. 28, and shot 
into the Germans. 
dispersed. 

,tiey. thought two wre hit before the group 
They continued to fire Lntil an officer across the 

str;eet by the church shouted at them ,to stop. ,,” 
-‘Ihe off i&r Was :.,Lieutenant Price (1st Platoon) , whose ,men ‘had 

&he last. 1 into to,ti because they had stopped at tm small 
@llboxes south of”‘iSingling to take ard disarm.11 unresisting 
GerinanS’. Althoqh Price’s mission ,had been to occupy. ‘the east 
+I of tiWI, when he arrived at, th@ square he could see 
Lieutenant ‘F&dgett’s (2d Platoon) men already moving along the 
hoix+d to ,t@ east.’ Lieutenant cOw$i.ll~s men were on the west. 
Price decided 6,. go north. Tech/Sg’t Love11 P. ,Mitchell- with four 
m,en cleaned o’ut the houses’ on the southeast corner of the square 
while S&t, John Sayers and six men took over Ro. 35. Price with 
the rest of his platoon crossed the street to the back,, of the 
church, moved along the. hard-surfaced alleyway between .the church 
ati No. 35; bstiM’ PV+ : Rudolph Aguilar a,nd, Randall SF’ 
Brownrigg at’ the northeast corner ..to Wzch -in---that .-direction, 
Price ati four men. followed the alley around the north side of 
t&.‘<church 1 At ih& corner they could s&e ,, the Germans at, I the 
pillbox wb~ had alretiy been spotted”by the ,four 3d Platoon men. 
(I burp gun WS firing from soqhherd to the northwest. lhe”steep 
drop of’ the Singlirg ridge to the north made ‘it po;ssible , for 
Price’s men to. return” fire over ‘the roofs of the houses in back 
of ,No. ‘28. ’ ‘,:‘: 

under cover of this Lieutenant Price and ,SGT Rlmer hhite 
planned t;b mrk their WIY into the valley. behind the northeast / 
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row of houses. But they w?re checked at the ‘outset by a ’ heavy 
wire fence tiich, hooked to the corners of No. 34 ard No. 35, 
inclosed the alleyway. It ws at least six feet high and too 
exposed to eneny observation W be scaled. It muld have to be 
cut. lhe platoon wirecutters, howver, had been entrusted to a 
man who the days before had been evacuated, taking thecutters 
with him. White went into No. 34 to look for tools. While he 
was t in there, 
give up. 

the ‘Germa,ns in the ‘valley’ ;“re getting ready to 
‘Obey %ere encouraged ,in this not ‘only, by the continuirig 

smali-a& ,fire of Price’,s men ai& the .four” men of the 3d 
Platoon , but al,so by machinegm and BE fire from Lieutenant 
CookJs tanks. Sergeant Grimn started it by dispatchiq a lone 
German a: few hundred prds away with 100 rows of .3O-cal. 
Minutes later, 
valley, pillbox. 

Grimn ‘saw six Germans, junp up an3 ‘rw into the 
In his om’ wDrds,’ he~%losed the door for ‘them ’ :, 

with Hq,(! All three tanks also periodically fired ‘BE at’ ‘the 
ridg,e 1,?2ciO ‘yardsto the north, more to register ” the, range’ of ’ the ~ 
skflifi& ,<&, $&&‘. &ma ~t&&s &‘re’ iikbly to : &$p& &an tb -‘) 
eng&+J,:sijecifi;t. utgets'; The total effect, however, tis to throw 
a ‘large volune of fire in the direction of a handful ‘of enemy, 
and shortly Lieutenant Price saw tiite cloths ave from the 
pillbox. It was then that he ordered the men across the street 
to cease fire. Welve, Germans ~lkedi:up the hill and surrendered 
to Price.& OlX3hYSpkfZ~ scxne English ‘reported that there,, were, 
five more, in. the: val-ley tie. were,. anxious to surrender : but wz?re 
afraid’,, toj dome. out. After! all the <Germans had been disarmed; 
Price sent one’bac,k dam the hill ti corral his comrades. ,r ;, 

At that moment, however, a : volley of enemy mortar p,+ind 
artillery struck the square.,, Q-ie shell hit-a I@. 34 and Sergeant 
hhi’te ‘inside was ~‘unded in the head by fragments and wood 
splinters. ‘Wayersarid PVT Randall S. Brotirigg outside ,and GPL, 
Frank B. McElwee in I%. 43 .were” slightly ~‘undedL’ :Price~ and h-is +. 
men ducked back ,from the alley, and man occupying houses on the 
square where they. were to renain all day. Although Price, 
believed that enemy held the houses to the north, he decided rrot 
to attack then, because by advancing north he muld move out of 
contact with the platoons on his flanks. No more ‘9ms seen ,.of the 
German’:emissary, or the five volunteers for capture. The ll. still .-- in -tiz ,@gsessioi;i .-of. tie. tit -Platbon were .- selif , doa .tie, .ktiad 
south., Just as these started off, “tti more walked up the hill to 
the’ schoolhouse and surrendered to &hail and l&la. W-i1 
escorted these tm across the square to the street south. There, 
seeing Price’s 11 walking doti the street, he motioned to his 2 
to fall in tiith them’, ati, himsel’f , returned ti ‘the school. Be 
and Todd then climbed to the .;Second story, and resumed the 
business of shooting enemy. in the valley. Thk four men of the 
1st ‘Squad decided then to go dam, ti’ the pillbox to’ get hatever 
Germans might still be in it. They fourd none, but did draw 
machinegun fire from the direction of Nlschoff Farm. Battles 
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was munded in the leg and the .sguad ms pinned in place for 
several hours. 

From the east end of town, Lieutenant mdgett (2d Infantry 
Platoon) had also seeri the enemy infantry in the valley, but he 
had seen two other things Mch wr>rried him far more-a rocket 
launcher (wurfgeraet) firing, from about 800 yards west .of 
Walqzhoff : Farm,. and seven ~ enemy tanks on a ridge northeasti 
,Padgett Ms in ,Nb. 39,. tiiqh, he had reached with ,his, 1st Bquad 
without difficulty after going, through the three. snail houses to 
the west. These houses were occupied. only by a few scared 
civilians tie Wre rounded ,up ati,, &ieltered in No. 39. Mouse No. 
39 was a fjne place to be. ‘, Outwardly just another ‘farm house, it 
was,,a+aJly a for.tress, ,with ~11s of .,,3-foot concrete reinforced 
with steeJ girders;. Bevertheless, Padgett was still brried, 
Protection,: enoug:h from art!ll,ery and the wr,fgeraet (which 
Padgpttj tjeciq$ :.ws ,shoot$-g short anyway), .the house nquld not 
be of muqh avail: ,qainst the ‘enemy tanks. !More reassuring were 
the,, four tanks of the ,lst Platoon. (Lieutenant Gable) which: pulled, 
into position in the orchard opposite No ., 39 about the same time 
that Padgett arrived there. The en&y armor, though threatening, 
was still tie far away for direct action. Egdgett sent his 
runner to report the situation to Lieutenant Belden ati also to 
fjnd. the, 2d *Bguad ‘of his OM platoon and bring them q. hhen .the 
runner failed to ,return in .,what seemed w Padgett a reasonable. 
time,, he sent 1 out another man, PV? Lonnie G. Blevins,’ on the same 
mission. ‘_ 

Blevins left on ,his run Lnder the impression that the 
infantry canpany, CP Was I at No. 3 where it had first been set up 
by, Be&den, on entering the town. Actually B&den had stayed in 
that houqe less than ha&f an hour, only long enough ti .set up the 
radio and notify the, 51st Infantry Battalion that he ,WS in ,town. 
He then moved ti No. 28. Blevins reached No.’ 44, where he,met a 
man ‘of Price’s platoon ,and ws mrned not to cross the square 
&ich enemy guns to the wast covered. Blevins w?nt around No. 44 
and on up the road south to. No;. 3. Finding. m one, he, returned 
alorg the ‘~st .’ side, of the street and got as far as No. 5. A 
tanker, one of Sandroi=k’s or the forwrd observer’s crew, waylaid 
Blevins an3 told him ti’,take charge of a prisoner .who had just 
walked up -to .,the tank and. surrendered. At No. .7 Blev.ins withhis 
prisoner met Battles who had not yet started for. the ,valley 
pillbox . . Battles took temporary charge of the “prisoner tii,le 
Blevins dashed through a burst of machinegm fire .across to No. 
28. In ,a few minutes he.reappeared in the door and motioned to 
Battles to .,send the prisoner over. Half his mission 
accomplished, Blevins still had to. find the 2d Bguad. By luck he 
met than near No. 44 ard delivered his message to PEC Phillip E. 
Bcharz in charge. 
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&harzls squad had already with littl,e. <effort accomplished 
one of the most notable successes of the day.’ Investigating the 
southernmost house of town, which the rest of the infantry, 
enter@ betwaen No. 2 and No. 3, had bypassed, they found a 
Frenchman and asked. *ether there were any Germans inside. Be 
shook his head, but Scharz’s men, noticing a radio antenna 
thrusting out of a cellar window, were suspicious. Four of, them 

Q surrounded the house, an3 Scharz and PEC Lewis R. Dennis went in. 
In%he cellar ‘Ahey found .28 German ‘enlisted inen and 2 officers;’ 
None offered any. resistance. They, were ,frisked ard evacuated. A:. 

b search of the house then revealed large stores of small arms and 
amnunitkon. *en the squad emerged, they met on the road the 13 
prisoners sent back by Lieutenant Price and tiPhail. I-is3 ing 
discovered eneny. in one house, they searched with slow caution 
j-Jf&“~.&~~s Calom: t;he’ are&, and so arrived late at then square 
whete.: BWins four& then. 

:.;,;‘: ,’ I .( .’ .;’ ” Il . 8. ,‘, 
Mien Blevins :,bd completed his mission of telling Scharz to 

take his sc#i’rid east, the enemy, artillery’ ati mortar ‘which had 
munded four of Price’s men ,JQS ,.falling around the’ church. 
Blevins crossed the street to No. 7 to; “see Battles.*’ With 
Battles now ms lst Sgt Dellas B. Cannon who ms on his wy to 
the CP. I Cannon sprinted across to No. .28; Blevins followed, and 
then worked east back to No. 39. 

..“/, :. ‘;;<: , .s % ,’ ,:, 
.Cannon had not been, in -& CP ’ long before a round of 75-nin 

hit the building. PFC John E; Tsi,netakes was scratched by 
dislodged plaster but I there were M other casualties. The fire. 
had quite possibly been dram. fran one of the enemy SP’s by the 
recent activity in the street. In any case the, shot decided 
Cannon- to:go :west to where the SP’s *ware”:,and “get a closer look.” 
Be invited M&hail @IO had just come over .from the’ school to go 
along. The tm, set outi. takiq .almost exactly the route that 
Lieutenant Quill,’ unknown to them, had already followed twice. 

Sergeant Grinm had started Co-ill on his first journey from 
the garden, which,. the 3d Platoon tanks occupied, by blasting open 
the’door of No.‘;1,2 with a ,burst of, .50;cal:. CoMill ati his two 
men .entered a?d climbed ti the attic.,, Qreyqfound ‘that, although 
they~ could see the tm- enany SPQ through the damaged ‘tiling -on 
the .roof, they could not. see beyond. ‘Ihey, continued exploration 
hestward. For. one reason or another they? were’ ‘unable to reach 
the roo,fs of the next three buildings. In the last (No’. ,17) they 
found their progress blocked bye-:the lack: of openings, of any kind, 
in‘ the ast -1,l. lhey. backtracked through the’ courtyard between 
‘No. 16 ,ard No. 15 and then. walked through an opening in the south 
wall out into a garden-orchard wulled with concreted stone like 
all the Sirrglirg gardens. They crawled ,to ‘a gap in. the ,wall and 
found themselves within spitting distance of .the two SP’s. 
BeytM, in an arc or line not more than 200 yards distant,. they , 
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saw the ‘out1 @es. :of three: enemy tanks. 
Lieutenant Cook’& position to report. 

They returned at once to 
Qqill sent word to 

Lieutenant Belden that there, were “five enemy tanks on the west” 
ard then he took 
Lieutenant Cook back to the’ OP at the ~11. Harringtin ,and a 
Alexander were left at No. 12, which Cbqill decided was the most 
suitable spot he had seen for his platoon headquarters. 

When Cook returned fran his ,reconnaissance, he was impressed / 
with both. the strength’.of the German position and the difficulty 
of dislodging then. Their comnand of the main street and of the 
nose of. the ridge west of town made it impossible for tanks to 
attack them. Artillery seemed, despite the proximity of our own 
troops, the most logical answer, and, @ok therefore went to look 
for the observer, l.LT Donald E.,, Guild. Guild was at the infantry 
company CP with Lieutenant Belden and Captain, Leach. _. -,Men Qok 
joined them, the four officers dicussed the problem. Lieutenant 
Guild felt that artillery could, not, be brought down. without 

--‘unduly e@arQerirg friendly troops. +lortar fire would. be fine, 
but the infantry had brought- no mortars because they had .too few 
men ti man them ati car,ry munition. The mortar squad, .dom to 
three men, were armed with a bazooka. Lieutenant Oook suggested 
that the street, might be smoked with grenades: and the tank 
mortars. Behind that screen the tanks might cross <the street and 
attack the enemy fran the northeast. I!ctually he felt ,that the 
smoke alone .:muld b&enough: ‘to fore,: the..;SP’s to ;,withdraw. The 
proposal ,was not seqiously : -con’s idered becau,se Captain Leach 
preferred ti try, the infantry bazookas. : This was ther’decision, 
ard the job was given to Lieutenant’ Co-ill.. z : 

‘. .’ 
He sent back to ask:i,&+den for ,a bazooka, and riflemen to 

protect It. 
o’f, his CP. 

His plan was to. shoot at. the Gennans.~Ifrat’ the attic 
Lieutenant .X&Jdl~;:adv@ed that it muld, take’ the SP 

about .two minutes to. elevate its gu3 4~ fire, and that was 
considered anple time to lamch the rockets and move out. J3elden 
sent PFC ‘Kenneth :L. Saqert and PVT Prank LeDuc down to Qwqill 
with the headquarters sbazooka; Headquarters runner, PPC Melvin 
P. Plynn, wmnt over ti No’. 7 occupied ,by seven men of, the 
machinegun ,and mortar asquads. His. message apparently wes, 
“Lieutenant- C!ow#ll- wants some-- riflemen- to protect his ’ 
bazookamen .‘I Mat happened was that S/Sgt John W. H&ring, the. 
tti men of hismrtar squad< who carried the second bazooka ‘of the 
company, ‘and S&t. Patrick H. ~Iknnis, leader of: the ‘machinegm 
squad, ent dam to ,M.’ 12;. the-other three ‘men of the machinegun 
squad remained all the, rest of the .day at No. 7 where, having. ‘n,~ 
field of fire, they,%ere m,able to set up their gur. 

.’ 
&a&ate in Singling 

hhile Qwqill’s men got ready to attack the German tanks on 

c 

c 

. 
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the wst, ,a series of incidents. occurred to suggest that enemy, 
a’rmor might be i forming on the north for a- cotiterattack on 
Singiing . T&-&3 to the north w3re observed moving east; prepared 
artillery concentrations were laid on the town; the engny.on the 
west reneti his interest in our tanks in that sector (2d 
Platoon) ; and finally tanks cane into the east side of tom. 

a The enemy tanks (three to five) moving on the north 
appar.ently ,alorg a road,: ,were spotted ,ati reported .by Sergeant 
Grimm; ’ but as the range was extreme ,he aid not fire. 

i9 E’urthermore, Griann’s gvl was, trained through the gap in the wall 
to the northwest against the SP threat,. ., Sergeant Hayward had 
adjusted on the north ridge and Grimn left that zone of fire to 
him. Lieutenant Cbok. moved his tank into the courtyard of the 
cluster of buildi@ (No. 8 - No. 10) where he could observe 
north. Mdenly just wst of tom, a &‘ite signal flare shot 
upward. Almost immediately ,a short, intense .artillery 

concentratton rocked the town?, ,Mixed : with shells, of light or 
‘,m,@iun. caliber. were so&. rockets .‘ard s*e mortar., The tankers! 
.later estimate ~3s that the fire was about equivalent to a 
battalion concentration’of five-minute duration, that at times as 
many as 20 shells. hit in the same instant. 

‘, ‘, In the 2d Tank Platoon sector ‘the shelling followed .by only a 
‘few minutes’ an’ incident to which the tankers paid little 
attention at the ti,me.; A di&qnted de@n Suddenly ‘appeared on 

: the rise in ,front ..of’-them and ~lked across the orchard less ,than 
‘. 50 yards away; Before,,.the tanks couldadjust fire’on him, 1 he,had 

gone : The intense shelling, which started ‘almost imme&iatel‘y, 
forced the tanks to back a few yards .to a cabbage patch beside 4 the orchard trail. l&en the artill,ery..fire. broke of.f, they 

., s&y@ where they were, ‘ati,. there by, a curious freak Sergeant 
buptman a few minutes later lo,st “his’ tank. 'A German Ap :sheil. 

43 hit the crest of the rise 100 yards, ,in front of him; ricochet,+ 
~$6 the ground , ,,and ploti into the ‘right side of Hauptmanls 
turret. His, loader, PEG William J. McVicker,, *s killed. If ,the 
Germ* tqt$s ‘west of: *town. aimed that’ shell to _’ carom, into ,ttie 
tanks, parked .where they had ‘been observed ,,by, :,the ,%. lone, 
infantryman,,...tne accuracy of this .Shot: was m@t.,remarkable; The 
re,action ‘of--thetankers-- at the time,. hcw~er,..was -that they~.were 
still not defiladed from ,the enemy riort$$est; i’;,<, Lieutenant ,‘Cook, 

L to .whcm :.+uptman ~:re’por&d :his,, loss ‘inthe: tempdrar)t. absence of., 
Captain Leach, ordered Sower’s and I%rks (the remaining tanks: of 
the. ,, 2d. Platoon) toget’ %heir tanks ,_ in&‘ishelter.’ . l+th ,drove’.,up 
behi’nd the’ Jd, Platoonin th’e lee of.,>No. ‘11.. I ;. ‘, :‘:.,,‘:. .I. ., .., 
.. .lhey were moving ,when. Griqrn’:casually turned hi& .field glas’ses 

to a pillbox on the ridge 1,200 yards north tiere he had seen a 
few enany infantry minutes previously. He .got his glasses on the 
spot just in time to see the long gLn tube of the German tank’s 
75 flapne anl fire directly at him. The round hit nearby, and 
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Grimm had”,a split second to decide tiether to shoot back or run 
for it.. He .figured’ that his 105’.without poker traverse could not 
be laid in less than 20 seconds; That Was too long. He threw 
his tank in gear ard backed out of the garden. He had just 
started aen a second round hit Bayward’s tank on the sprocket, 
crippling it. In the next few seconds Hayward was hit four times 
and the tank began to burn. Gunner ($1 Angelo Ginoli and the 
bowgunner PVC John H. Furlow were killed,; 
PFC V&n’ L. Thomas;’ were &mded. 

Haywa d an3 his loader,, 
‘Grinxn mad f 

through the op&ting between”BI@.’ 9 ati.‘No. 11. 
good his escape 

Outside, the tank 
bogged down in the heavy mtxl, and the crew evacuated tiile Grimm 
got SowarS to pull him out. 
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The 2d, and 3d Platoons, Sergeant Sandrock of the lst Platoon, 
the c~&matd and the artillery -observer’s tanks mre now all 
bunched and immobilized in the area southwest of, the square 
which, covered on three sides by buildings, was the only 
relatively sa\fe place in tom for tanks. It Ws becoming 
increasingly apparent to both infantry and 
tanks that, with the snail forces at their disposal and against 
an enemy ,v$ had at least equal strength and every terrain 
advantag’e, they could not’ hope to secure. their position in tom 
by attack. They‘had, instead, to make such dispositions as muld 
complement the enemy’s stalemate and wit it out. lhey were 
expecting .mcmentarily relief by units of Combat CccrPnand B. 
Colonel Abrams had already called Captain Leach to tell him the 
relieving, canpanies were on .their way. In the meantime there was 
no.’ point in incurring needless casualties. Lieutenant Price, 
a,fter. :having four .men lightly funded by’ artillery, gave strict. 
ordIers to,; his platoon to stay inside, unless the Germans 

” co~unterattack~$I, ” Lieutenant Padgett’s men’ holed up in the cellar 
of. the%r for’tress house ‘and’ the lieutenant himself found a bed 
tiich, as long as there was no place to go, he made his personal 
headquarters. 

*ile the enemy tanks, however , on the north st’ill threatened 
ti. attack, Padgett was very busy trying to find ways to deal with 

’ they, J4e sent his runner, ,Blevins,’ across the street to wrn the’ ,’ 
1st Plation” tanks (Lieutenant ‘Goble) in the orchard. (Gable.’ s ,. 
‘vision to”‘the mrtheast W& obstructed by a 6-7 foot bush and ‘, 
apple&e hedge,” ard.by houses at-d brush on, the north side of ..’ 
the road.) Lieutenant,‘Padgett himself .then set out to find the- 
artillery observer to see &ether a concentration could not be 
p$ 9” the enemy to discourage if not destroy him. He tried four 

_I times to walk dam the street td the ‘canpany CP; three times *he 
was turned ‘bac,k by spurts of niachi,negu? bullets on the west side’ 
of b, 37. ,The fourth time he got ,through to report to 
Lieutenant Belden, but he could not find Lieutenant Guild. It 
was late in the afternoon $hen Padge.tt returned to his OM CP. 
’ File l+dgett had been trying to get to Belden, Lieutenant 

j. ::’ Guild., the observer, ,had already sptted the enemy tanks himself 
fr’om the roof of his OP, ‘No. 33, and had informed Captain Leach. ,l,: , 
each took the warning personally ‘ti ‘Lieutenant Gable. Goble, .’ 
,fgg:&i’ti &jf ~if”‘$Jj~~~@fi~ij aibdkd a&y -kild &tie either do-k ,;’ 

,‘, the .ro@ or: ,in back of’ the houses opposite, had SGT Robert G. ‘: 
‘. Fitzgerald on the right move his tank do+ ‘the hill to within 15 

yards of the edge of .the road,. here he could observe better to 
; 
ii’ j_ 

the ‘northeast. Pit%erald .kept hi;s ‘gun sights at 1,400 yards, 
3 .i,“., the rarige to the” northerly ,‘ridge ‘where the enemy was reported. 

The first tank to appear, however, drew up between No. 37 and NO. 
38, less than 150 yards a-y, heading toward the church. l’he 
enemy Mark V and Fitzgerald saw each other at about the same 
time, but neither could inxnediately fire, Mile the enemy 
started to traverse his turret; Fitzgerald brought his gun down. 
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He shot first and, at .point-blank range, put the first romd in? 
the ‘Mark V, &ztiT/g it” on fire. Cne man jumped out and -ran 
behind one of the houses. Fitzgerald fired tm more roulds in’ti 
the burning tank. : 

Later, on ‘warning by’ Lieutenant Padgett’s infantry that ‘more 
enemy tanks were approaching fran ‘,the northeast, he drove h&s 
tank through the hedge and, east ‘along the road almost to the berid 
where observation ,north aid. east, was, clear. ,‘ Ii? saw an enemy 
tank, but: ,before .‘he could id just his sights the‘, German ‘fired 
I@& and in ‘-a few seconds qisappeared as effectively as’ ‘an 
d&i@ behind its self-made cloud and escap&d. ‘.bc ke t; ’ tie; 
began to ,fall close to ,Fitzgerald’s tank. Whether this was ai& 
fire from the battery near M&i&off ,Farm or simply a part‘of the 
miscellaneous area concentration on the Ixxq Fitgerald: did ,1&t 
stay to find out’. He retired westward ti tie, conceal,ment, of ‘the 
&dQe, and there, lea& his tank, j crossed w$th Lieutenant .Gdble 
to,, Badgett’s CP. From ‘the I&I& they, could,, see “a .brk V ‘in the 
valley ‘northeast”; a’pparently parked $th ‘its g,F coverirg ‘,“the 
road *east, facing, that is, at right angles to the tankers! 
observation. Fitzgerald went back tx .try a shot at it. wain he 
moved his tank east, ;getting a sight’ on the enemy between t* 
trees. The second round was a hit; one more fired the tank. : He 
then shot a round or two at another rjkrk V facing ‘him about 800 
yards amy, at, which SGT Einil Del Vecchio on the hill behirid”him 
was also firing. Both 75-mn and 76.24m-1 shells, ‘homver ,;‘bo~.@ed 
off’ the front ‘-an&r plate of the enemy., ., Fitqeraid ‘.decide& to 
moire back to his ,hedge. Back in No’. 39 a$ain he saw an enemy ‘SP 
moving’ east ‘in. the vicinity of Wels&ff Farm. i’ *, .‘I 

‘. Bather than risk exposing his tank ‘again by moving it~‘out ‘to 
the. east; Fitzgerald decidecl‘ ,td wait, juntil ‘the SP,‘came .arom 
behind ,,the’-,-farm and Ferged into his field ‘of’ fire. But .the SP 
a.,@ not” merge. Whether; concealed among ,the farm build,ir+gs,. it 
fired into the $t ‘~Pl’atoon tan& ‘cannot ,certainl’y be determined. 
But in “any case, a, short wh!le,, after it. had disapp&ed, :,t”, 
rounds of AP hit Lieutenant +bie% tank’ in quick, ‘succession. 
The first round set it on fire and wounded Cable and’ his gunner, 
CPL mennan E. Hale. .,The second round penetrated the turret, 
then ,apparently r ichocheted inside until its manentun was spent ;‘ 
and finally landed in the ,lap of the driver, ‘I&h 5,. John J. 
Nelsen. Nelsen dropped the: hot shell ; scrirnljled. out, ati- 4th 
the loader; krr Joseph ‘P. Qcchiara’, ran from the burning tat$. 
In the ejtcitement they headed the .‘wrong way and :high-tail.ed up 
the main ‘street into the’ ,center of town. There they paused Jong 
enough“ to, ask some infantrymen’ where the tanks’ ‘w&e.’ ;‘_ :Directed 
s+thward, they eventually came on’ Sergeant ,Sower,s’, tank and got 
inside. ‘.’ ” 

AS soon as Lieutenant Cable ms hit, SSC John Ji ‘Fit&trick 
took cirrmard of the pla,toon and ordered them to”back over; :, the 
ridge behind them into defilade from the enemy north.’ Fs they 
‘back&, a rour,xI of HE exploded in ‘front of Del Vecchio;s ‘tank,, ., 
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spla+ing it $th .fragments: _ ‘. de enemy continued . ..@ fire at 
Gable’s tank, but the others reached the, cover of the hill 
without loss. 

c 

Ld 

Cb the other side of tom‘ Lieutenant CbgillVs bazookas in 
the attic of ti. 12 Wre gettiq “ready to fire at one, enemy SP. 
(One of the tm gvls in ‘the street ,had withdrawn by this time.) 
In, the garden east of No. 1,2 Sergeant Haywardys tank was .burning. 
Mcphail~,, leader’ of the 2d Squad; ,and Company. lst Sergeant Olnhon s 
wzre on :their &y $$stwati to have a look at the SP’s, unaware 
tha,t’ the reconnaissqic’e had” already been made and action taken as 
a result of it. They’ sprinted pest the burning tank, picked up 
Harrington’ at the chapel, and followed Lieutenant @wgill’s 
previous route ,@ the wall beside No. 17. Through the same gap 
Cowgill had used ti observe, the three, men fired at Germans 
s,ta$irg near the tanks a@ pillboxes, : ‘Ii&y9 ,hit ‘one who rolled 
day , th .,$p . ‘;:: After”‘ hal,f,, a dozen ,ro,uids; they moved : back. 
Cz+@ .‘a~,$arri~ton when to the ,b&ment :‘of No., “l2, ..where they 
fo?d SSG ptr+ck H. D&is and SSG &r-old A. bolla&; both with 
ri flis’, preparih to cover fr& the basement windows ‘the 
batikamen,, then getting &t to fire through ‘the roof. Che of 
the tm ba%ookas with, the old-type firi’ng mechaniti failed to go 
off.’ Worn ‘the other, the three\ men’ in the attic iaulched five 
rounds in t’urn ‘at, the SP, Chly the’ last hit, and it, did no more 
than?knock a, fragment off?@ right side of the turret’. It did, 
@fep, cause : the. crew- to j$p ‘.out , a&l two &re “shot by the 
four ,men in the basem,ent 1’ ‘- “&rdiy had this happe&d’!$hen a I%rk’v 
dreti up alongside the .danq,,ql SP. ,a& sent a, ,rou&crashing into 
the side of No. 12. At about the same time anothe,r shell f&m 
the north, struck’ the buildi@ at its foundations, sh&erirg the 
m,en in the “cellar with plaster. 
bqres, b,ut ,TY) one was hurt. 

It us .a &p’& escape on b* 

which turned’ 
Co-ill moved his men to No. 13, 

fortress-farms. 
out to’ be another of Singling’s. thic’k-walled 

Here the 3d Platoon”‘sat out c the second of the 
enemy’s short, sharp artillery concentrations; tiich scored three 
hits on the building but did little damage. :a 

Wliefof TeamB 

It .was now getting ‘late in the afternoons,. .ati still the 
relief ‘scheduled to-‘t&e place’ an hour or more earlier -had not 
.been. acc&nplished. It was shortly p&St ‘noon that Colonel Abrams 
had been ,ordered by Brig; Gen. Herbert L. ,Earhesk, Cbmbat hand 
A, fo turn over, Singling ti Combat C-and B and ,get .,ready tb 
moire ‘on his om objective , Bining and Ibhrbach. Q1 ‘information’ 
that his tanks a$ infantry were in town, Colonel Abrans told MAJ 
Albin. F. Irzyk, commanding officer, 8th Qnk Battalion, in the 
presence ‘of Major Alanis, .commandiq officer, 51st Armored 
Infantry Battalion; that h’e kas, “ready to turn over to them their 
objective-and &thout’ ,a fight Tn 
direction of Singling, 

Despite constant fire fran the 
the reiieving Lnits henceforth acted ‘on 
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-. 
the assumption that, the ,tqn &s clear. 

Major Irzyk decided b ‘send Canpany” C’ of his battalion, in 
with Cbmpany B of the 10th Armored Infantry Battalion. The 
infantry had been in assanbly area 3,000 yards south of Singling 
for more than an hour; the tanks wxe moving up when ,orders 
reached the comnarder of Ctipany C, 1LT William J. Marshall. The 
orders were tx pick up the infantry, go into Singling, contact 
the ccsxnandirg off ic.er of, the, tank ca@any. in town, ‘and take ove,r, 
th&?:.butpxting with infantry and ‘tanks. In. addition,:to .the. ” 
outposts, ‘patrols ,“w&e to bo sent, ‘out n&l&. Marshall MS : 
instructed ti enter town “as the other Lnit had ,done.” with some 
of the 35-40 men of’ .Canpany B of the 10th mounted on all,. his ,, 
tanks, Marshall set off to ‘carry ,out these instructions .ej&ctly, 
as his tanks moved in at,;,about 1400 following the tracks of 
Com&n’y.6B,,- 37th %$nk, Battjlion. ’ 

” ~‘At-’ the so\ith,, edge!;;Vof’, town the lst &nk ,_ Platoon ‘(2LT George”” 
Gray);‘;’ in”@& ,.the,,le$K., ,t~urn,ed;~north~st, following the approach ._ 
route, ,o~,.Li~utdnant~ilmr~~. -Jw;+e’ s tlm kriocked-qufr tanks &p!, of, &&.;, ,,s&ll, ++: theL .‘,h$. ,been’ hit’. Al though Lieutenant 
Gray remarked that the’.tank hatches mr,e open and there was no 
sign of the crew, he did not suspect, that the tanks ,were out of 
action. Approaching the corner of the ~11 at No.’ 14, he saw 
ahead .of him near the ,ro,ad’ a tank which he, assuned to be Anerican 
si’nce. he believed .r~!.” enemy wre in ,,to’wn. hheh, therefore, 
Lieutenant .,:._ M&shall’ called tie ask _,., h$. he’ .ms making out ,~. he 
replied i’ l@~‘~,.a%: ;sbon’:.as I get, aromp, this corner .I’ .?hen he ‘w& hit, “‘b$xt.$ ;&+js’:~~f 9 )... Ape T+* ~~Qn~c+i,, CPL ‘En& H. Are, fhas 
kill.?. : .,ll’GrayT, Iger&ot.$l.y dunded,,;’ was.: evacuated to Lieutenant 
Cb~Qill~s’ CP at ‘l$‘i-’ 13, arriving there just as ..&Phail, Cannon, 
a4 &m$i$@hf r~+-qd from their, reconnaissance trip to the 
west, wall. ,, ,, .,’ : 

p :;<t ,,s;:; ,,I :,‘,_, , ’ ;_. . 
’ i +s : gon ,as. .‘Gray! ms hit, Lie.utenant Marshall ‘ordered the 2d 

Platoon (SSG ‘l$dwinl J. Da &~$a); to move’ east ard try, to circle 
behind the. enemy. tank that had knocked out Gray. tic &sia, 
however, had not moved far &en he reported enemy direct fire 
from rxxth and east +ch he could not exactly locate. Marshall 
then ordered all tanks to witMraw to the reverse slope of the 
ridge south) of town. Except the men tie had been riding Gray’s 
tank, an3 who’ dismounted .+&en ‘the tank was h,itt to .assemble near ,.A 
No; 49, the infantry, remained on ,the decks of .~the’ tanks. when they 
wi tM rew. 1LT Robert F. Lange, carmandirg officer of Canpany B, 
10th ‘Armored Infantry Battalion , went into. &x+,n to make, contact 
with Lieutenant; Belden. At the same I, time Lieutenant Marshall 
return4 with, his tank, to the 8th Tank Battalion to consult with 
Majqr Iriyk. 

. Lange’ fould Qptain’ Lie&h in a tank outside of townV’:ar;d-. 
together they went ‘a ti. 28 to talk with Lieutenant Belden. The 
decision agreed on by the three co@nders jas to relieve : 
Lieutenant cbqill and Lieutenant Padgett in place; .Lieu,tenant 
Price was to be withdrawn first from the center of to.wn wthout ‘. . 
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relief. Company .,B of: the ,lOth Armored Infantry Battalion had 
organized its handful of ,men into 2 platoons; about 15 men in 
one, 18 in the other. While Lieutenant Lange sent a 
noncpimissioned officer to meet his platoon leaders, inform them 
of the decision, and guide them into tom, Captain Leach writ to 
look for Lieutenant Marshall ati arrange for the relief of his 
tanks. 

.,, The afternoon ws ~ *aring on and ‘Qlonel &rams began to 
W+y) ‘he %nt$di + .,pull his tanks&’ out, of’ Singlin$ “as @on ,.as 
possible. ti called ,+ptain’,L&h to ‘find out how the .relief yi\as . ,.. 
progress1 rg. In Captain ‘Leach’s absence Lieutenant &ok took the 
call and made a. report tiich could mt have been very reassuring. 
He said that there were, five en&my tanks W&Z of the tom ard 
that from three to, ,five more had been observed moving,, doh the 
r idge, ,;@ the i,r f rant’: ,,. .%.,,, said that ,one enqy tank had .been 
knoc.ked out’ ,by’ the lW ‘Platoon,. on the 1 right ?: He detailed, the 
disposition ‘of his, platoonsr,arid’ reported. that, ,they ,were., receiv,irrg 
heav,y enemy !artillery~ fire and that, Ahe ,enemy was laying ..a snoke 
screen on! the north; ’ .’ (Lieutenant .&A did not, know. at the time 
that this was’ put dam ‘by the Mark V to cover its escape from 
Fitzgerald’s fire; he believed that it might herald a German 
co+erattack.) He told Colonel &rams that ‘the 51st Infantry 
was. still outposting the tom ati that the 10th Infantry .WS in 
process of’ rel,ieving them. Ha added that. he ws not incontact 
with, the “in%ntryl’s cc&ardi* officer ; that,,.,* had not yet heard fr;y&f &ggi;i Qach &.ws idonferring ti& Li;eucenant E”arshall. 

:,’ ,:,&!lo$el P3j~&s”“d~il~ biek a.. little lat& ‘ad tola cooE to 
organi& the: c$&p~':'tai#s, ., pick ‘up t;he’%Ist Infantry; and move :. i’,:, ,:’ ? 
out :im@diately heether ‘he found Captain Leach ‘or’ not. 
.notified all, tanks to prepare for ‘imnediate withdrawal.. 

Wk 
In’ fact, 

however, the tithdrawal was. delayed ..alput half, an hour to’ allow’ 
the relieving infantry to consolidate ‘their positions. 

’ ‘~Likutetint Lange made few charges in Li,eutenant Belden’s 
dispositions, eicept to post most of his m,en. .outside the 
buildings to guard ‘against eneny infil.tration .durirg tti night. 
Iie ‘established his CP at No.: 45 to get away from the direct fire 
that had’been harassing No. 28 all day. 

Captain Leach, in the meantime, had arrived at the Cbmpany C, 
8th:;, Tank Battalion ‘position ‘ in ‘the absence of, Lieutenant 
Marshall ; but ;was able ‘I to talk to Marshall over Sergeant, me 
Ebsiah.s, r&b. 
folloti : 

Leach reported the situ&ion in Singlirq as 
he s&d’ there &re four ,,enemy SP’s in tbti,.’ but he 

thought one had been knocked out. by a bazooka’) s&e, enemy 
irifantry, occupied the’, rrxthern part of *e, tdkn (Lf+qtenant ,, 
Lange, Mm put outposts to the north later; ’ reported TY) en&y 
there) )’ a. mnther, ,,tank to’ the ,riortheast of tom had fired on our 
tanks &en ‘they exposed themselves in that direction;’ Leach then 
asked Marshall tlow long it muld be before the latter relieved 
h$. Marshall, why had just been ordered by Major Irzyk to stay 
put, replied. that he Wuld rrot come inti &M %mtil my orders 

2-83 



are changed.” ’ 
?hi,s change in plan was not known to the infantry in t&n, / 

who were c&npleting the relief as scheduled., ,Most of the wAnded 
had already been evacuated earlier on Sergeant bbrphewq,,s tat&, 
which due to radio failure h@ not been in action but was brought. 
up expressly to take the wotndi?d back. No regular evacuation 
vehicles were available at battalion, as Lieutenant Cook 
ascertained early in the afternoon when he called just a,fter 
Sergeant Hay‘“a;rd was hit.’ ,_ Sane @unded nevertheless remained to 

e’ 

be’:“$zva$at+$ bythe ti,thdrawit@ @fantry.., Cogill and k&g&h led“‘their, ‘hen’ ;~“~~ s’~r~~~ south”!to a re~ezvouS ~th the, tanks 
in the’ vicinity of’ No. 3. Rice, who did tit have to wait for .’ c 
relief, moved his men out first an3 met’ the tanks outside tom 
beside the two pillboties that had been’ cleaned out by Paagett’s 
2d “Squad. that morning. Here they .picked up the last prisoner of ag:‘gay, ,,A si$Gw am&: he, .,hd : w3 & pr.d’& intd, surre~eb. 
&:. ,+bs .,:I :l”$iti & the,” ‘gro&.j .’ ,sma& in 3 belt of . seal 
&n@$tiijriZmd -qic&d m’ iq’bre,&’ ih h;ig:;cqpt&e;:;“; ; 

,:jt~t, -*~':~&l&dy 'g&ti@ “a&rk &en ‘&ok mwa, >his tmJ& out; 
They, collected the infantry asarrange&; and foti ‘&ptain’ L&a& 
with Lieutenant ,Marshall about ,400, yards ’ sduth of tiwn. Asthe. 
2d and’ 3d Platoon tanks moved out together and the lst Platoon on 
the right head’ed ‘back to join them further south, another heavy 
enemy, ‘artillery concentration fell among them, but by .,a miracle .: ” 
cy$e$ ‘o@y j one lig.ht : ‘casualty, PVT Cenar W. Ferguson,,: 2d 
Infantry, Platoon, whcf’ has hit in ,‘the, leg; ‘Ib ‘tiver the’ wit~~~~~l:“.‘~li ‘t~~ ,‘S~i~eled their“~uns -no9* ard, firm’ ‘b~k 
into ’ Sing 1,ing. ,‘ge’ enemy ,:,“, tanks replied and the, ’ AP tracers 
streaikeci thrc&@h the gatheriq darkness.. -’ & ro’urrls landed 
within a few feet of” Sergeant L+l Vecchio’s tank before the fire 
fight was taken up by Lieutenant Marshall’s tanks ati the enemy ’ w 
shifted his ,attention 6 &em: ,‘. ’ 

After captain-, ,$ach’s tanks had pulled out, the relief 
infantry cc$any in Sirgli~“~r,~ained more than three hours 
without direct t&k, support. l&ring this time the enemy on the 

* 

wst crept up to the two destroyed tanks of Farese’s platoon and 
started the battery ‘chargers. It may be that ‘they were Igoing’ w 
attgnpt to drive the tanks away. ,, L&n the infantry outposts at 
No .’ 14 heard the engines, they believed them .to be rel,ieving 
W.&s 1 Hipi they. .were...expe~ting~. 2LT.. Pober.t J. Victor ,; 
commanding the, platoon, ‘Mch took. over Lieutenant Qwgill’s 
set tor , tint out; with one, of his squad le+ers to, investigate. 
He approached’ one of the tanks to within 25 fee,t ,, then stopped. 
the ,,silhou&te of tti three figures .on top of the tank .made him 
suspicious f ’ their tiercoats wre too long I: their helmets, too 
sharply beaked. As Victor a,ti hi,s sergeant. had only one ‘carbtne, 
they returned to the’ CP to ‘pick up; w?apns and mother man;, 
Approachiq the tank the second time, ,they wre f ired:on by a 
burp gur, which they answxed with rifle fire and grenades. The 0 
eneny retreated but’ later in the night, returned to set fire to 

2-84 



‘0 

4 

the +,sks,., ,’ ,‘,‘I ‘,;. 1. 
1. tie: l&&t &kJ$‘; in the meantime; worried about ,.his thinly 

outpost& positions ‘in town,, had gone ‘out to see Lieutenant 
Marshall and, as he said, “try to move the tar&s in personally.” 
As Lieutenant FiGshall had been called back shortly after dark to 
battalion by .M&jor, Irzyk, commanding the 8th Tank Battalion, 
Lieutenant ,Lange .fourd Sergeant Q ++a tenpor,a,rily in comma@ . 
Major Irzyk and Captain Abraham J., Da%., S-3 .,of ,the 10th Armored 
Inf~iit‘rj;:‘~~tali~~‘,:,~re al,& ‘in .the canpany area at the time. 

‘I$& question of *ether, ti ,attempt to, hold in the town for 
the night or wi.thdraw; was discussed. Although Major Irzyk’s 
first plan ms to send ;one .platodn .of #tanks in, to supRrt the 
infantry, he reversed his d’ecision ,after talking to Lange. He 
was. already, doubtful., ,because he> could see m very good reason 
for holdi.rg~:.t& 
northand east.. 

top, when the ‘enemy, occupi+.. ,all’ the ..high :ground 

disix>s,~ ,:& 
,.;+t$ge : tep$rted, +iat with,.lless ~than. 50 ‘men 1 at .his 

l&d ‘had fo’.:,:out~~~t’,very,,.~,i~ly ,,,. ard.. that:. it muld be 
easy for“:‘the. enemy’ to robe out the& outposts, during the night 
aM‘:‘infil&g& &-e@ :‘h,i&“:*id p&iiioni, :, .hjor I$yk ‘r$s also 
imFessed by an incident w-&h Lange related. ?wl hour’ ore. so 
earlier (it was now about 2000) ‘the east platoon under 2LT James 
W. \Leach, had shot up and captured a German kitchen truck which 
they ,,waylaid at the town square. : The ‘, truck, .was carryirg hot 
soup, estimated to ,be enough ,to feed at least a company.. Major, 
Irzyk, taking this to indicate’ that the enemy in at least that 
strength still held the outskirts of town, west and north, 
figured ,thatthe presence of our 0~ troops .in &he center of town 
wouid onl’y obstruct the use of ,artillery against the Germans.. 

.Major Irzyk therefore ,gave the order to withdraw from 
Singling. ‘Ib cover the withdrawal, ‘Sergeant .Da ..Rxaia jockeyed 
his tanks back arid ,forth on the reverse slope of, the hill to make 
the enemy believe that they were entering ‘town. The infantry 
assembled in about an hour near No. ,47 and moved back to the tank 
positions 400 yards to ,the &uth. 
tanks~ for. the night. 

‘key dug in and outposted the 
During the few hours they had been in 

Singling they had suffered ,five light casualties from enemy 
mortar ‘fire. 

,Within five minutes ,of ,the infantry re,port that Singling &a 
clear ;of friendly troops,, corps artillery put a heavy TCTT on the 
town. .Ylhe next.day (7 December) tanks and infantry moved’ back up 
to just short of the crest of the .Singlirg ridge, but they were 
ordered not’ to advance as they,, would be. relieved momentarily. 
Relief by, units. “of. the 12th Armored Division actually ,took place 
that night., Singling MS finally ‘taken on, 10 December,. 

The final ‘reckonirg of .the battle. at Singling reveals neither 
a big.;. ation. nor a start1 ingly successful one. All 4th Armored 
Division units dir,ectly i involved suffered, a total of 22, 
casualties,., of tiich 6. were killed; they lost 5 .medium tanks. 
Known enemy losses were 2 Mark V tanks and 56 prisoners. 

The attack on Singling ws made against heavy odds, and ’ 
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attended with all the confusion of a hastily improvised maneuver. 
In itself, the action was a stalemate; nevertheless, it ‘achieved 
immediate tactical success for Qmbat Cxnmand A. With the main 
German forces heavily engaged at SingliQ during the afternoon of 
6 December, other elements of Combat Qmmand A were given the 
opportunity to pass Singling arid reach the primary objective, 
Bining . This WJS accomplished by the lst Battalion, 328th 
Infantry, ati Canpany D (light tanks) of the 37th Tank Battalion. 
Rohrbach ,. the further objective, 
Conmard A. 

was not entered by Combat 

By probing one of the areas in tiich the Germans had 
strongest prepared defenses, the action at Singling opened the 
way for later advances by’ the 12th Armored Division. 

A ty@ (of artillery concentration in. which the shells frti a 
nunber’ of batteries’ are timed to burst simultaneously on the 
target., Such a concentration was used for its demoraliiirq 
effect on the enemy and also to prevent enemy observation outfits ,, 
frcm picking up the location of individual batteries. 

I  

. ,  
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‘, 808TH Tank~i)estroyer. Battalion 
AFTER-ACTI@J REPORT 

l- 4 MAY 45 

During this period the ba,ttalion continued to be attached to the 
65th Infantry Division and Xx Corps, mi,ted Stated Third Army. Ch the. 
1st. Division came out of Corps Reserve and went on line again jo,ining 
the purs.uit of the enemy. The line companies ware placed in support m, 
of the infantr.y regiments : ItA’! Ccmpany supporting 26Oth, “B” Campany 
supporting the 26lst, and s’C”. .Company’ supporting the 259th. “. 

I& resistance was encountered until the battalion reached the I@J ,cl 
River., There .on 3 May in PASAD and BCBARDING the, battalion had its 
last real engagement before c.essation of hostilities. On that day the 
3d Platoon of .“‘B’ Company with part: of the, lst Rxonnaissance Platoon, 
formed:,.a .portion ,of ,.a .,task force consisting also of the 2d Battalion, 
26lst,,;lTl@fantry and YY’,” coiripanyb;., 748th’ Tank Battalion. . The task ‘force 
was ‘assigned the missionof’ ‘takinQ the city ,of.. PABSAU and establishing 

,’ 

a* bridgehead over the ,JRR. RlVER. 
‘?he assembly Mint was ,tti miles G&t. of the ‘city along the DANUBE 

RIVER., At .lOOO hours ‘;B” Caripany ,of the Infantry was dispatched to 
encircle the city and ‘drive. home an attack, fr’om .the $outhwest. At th$: 
same time the ! balance of the , task force, with the reconnaissance 
elements in the lead,. advanced along the South bank of the. IXNUBE into, 
the ,city. Behind the reconnaissance elements .the. task, ,force was 
deployed ,.wi th $inpany “C” , ‘748th. in the lead, ‘carrying “F” Compafiy of 
the ,;Infantry. The Tank Destro.yer, carr~ying~ IIC” Ccmpany, brought up 
‘the rear. ,“. : -: : ,. 

Scattered resistance ws met on the march into ‘PABBAU, but +,ss 
uickl-y overcome. Entrance into the city met with no resistance at 

a 1.. 5 Ihe Streets were deserted, the ,big ci.ty seemed devoid of all . 
life. but us. Friendly troops on the _, North bank of the INNYE RIVER 
notif ied our troops that” the’ bridge across the lNN JUVER was prepared 
for demolition:ar@ heavily. mined. ,, The platoon had proceeded about, 
four, or five blocks from the .edge of the city tien it paused to n 
reconnoiter. .’ Reconnaissance elements brought back. with them eight 
prisoners ho stated that a strong, enemy force us located in the 
South and Southwest side of tom. ‘. 

It ws decided that.‘the tanks and TD’s, with the tanks leading, 
would.’ make a dash for the bridge in an attempt to save it from 
destruction .by the ehqny. ‘~ ,&loading the infantry the reconnaissance 
platoon;,,leader started out,, running ahead in his ‘peep to observe the 
bridge, approaches and warn the rest of enemy activity.. The 
ReconriaissancoPlatoon Leader came tick and advised that, the bridge 
had been blown. The tanks tithdrew back to a ‘large turnaround, firing 
ah:ut fifteen rounds of BE at active, enemy sniper posts who were 
blazing.ayay sporadically at our forces bi this time. 

A squad of infantry was sent. out to check over enemy positions in 
the ,.Bouth and Southwest positions of the city. lhey Writ about .tti 
blocks, met, heavy enemy, machine gun and small-arms fire which funded 
two ‘of their men, and wi’thdrew, leaving their munded lying in the 
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str?et . ‘I!+. German ,and one +nqricz?n medical -aid - man attempted to 
reach. the two “: wounded &gfan,trymen;’ they., were all fired upon by the 
enemy troops and were all’hit. One of’ the”Getins was killed. 

Just after the squad had departed, three infantry 1 .1/2-ton 
trucks, dragging 57 millimeter anti-tank guns, accompanied by one 2 
l/2 ton 6 x 6, and one peep, drove on up the street, turning right on 
the square containing the turnaround where. the tanks ,wre stationed. 
They had gone>::about a block,,iwhen a group of ,enemy riflemen opened up rq on them. from ,a;,bar,racks at the.! end of ‘,th+s, street. TM0 of the’, trucks 
atx$;‘o$ gun were .quickly destroyed; ‘p&her” :tis badly damaged;;., Iki;e Tiink ,De” 1 ,l.’ ,’ 

stroyer Platoon Leader ordered two of his ‘four h-36 a Destroyers forward to a point near $&e&the tanks were assembled. 
Bnplo,y$g one:, destroyer to cover the other, he advanced the lead 
destroyer to a position near-where the infantry anti-tank~elements had 
met d$ast@+ i,,,+, he-,was performing, this, maneuver, ,the reconnaissance’, 
platoon : leaders se,t ,up: ,an’: GP,: and three ,sn$per posts on the Gouth, side 
of the s.,re& nea,r, the same spot. ,. The Destroy’er. ‘fir+ ‘fi; f teen, rounds 
of l,@,‘:shellC .into ,the,: bu,@ing fr&&“‘%hich’ ,the enemy, had i struck, at the ; 
same t$,me,’ ,,~,th~,:,meq~~manning.: “the sniper posts,,, .placed hea,vy, accurate 
fire$upon all vi’sible enemy positions, pro.tectitig the destroyer” fr,om 
pan.%erfaust attack and forcing the enemy to abandon ‘several, .‘houses 
from ,whi’ch ,he had been fighti’ngi.’ .The combin,ed result,.of this action 
neutralized ,the enemy fire i until the infantry anti-tank elements were 
at+ ,$o evacuate ‘their .movable vehicles; a,$ their ,personnel., As”. ‘soon 
as ,th$s; %d:$een ‘accomplished : the, tank destroyer’ ,,pl,atoon leader backed 
hi~:.d,~S~~~~~~.~,~~~ the, street about’ a’ hundred:‘ya,rds and. knt in search 
of ‘the ~rifantry~‘b&ttalion” col@iander- to .learn, his 1 future ‘plans. He was unabi;r :‘y&.’ loc$~&.:!. ‘$& Gt.-&fiod c;c?ti& so’., he,, returned to h’is, 

posi;tion1 .i :, !;.., 
I , ._,. 

:T@ eo~@i’iy cornianderwhose squad had ,attempted ,the reconnaissance 
u asked ‘the Tank, !Xx+royer ‘lead,er and the Tank officers ‘to assist him in 

the Irjscu$ o:f the two wounded infantrymen #o. ‘Sr.e still iying in the 
street, a, ,;block.’ arid”,” a ,<‘. ha~f,;;..@juth~ and West y of ,,the lezjd destroyer I s’ 

15 pryqt ‘pos+en. 1 A platoon of infantry,- two destroyers,;’ :and ,, l%o 
medium tanks, .with, the, ‘destroyers, leading and the inf$ntry .working 
along both sides of’ the street flanking the. armor, were formed for the 
rescue i They. intended to clear out about five..:enemy occupied houses 
to “en++ our medical personnel, to -reach the wourk@I men. 

The two ,. destroyers;. with the tank ‘destroyed platoon leader in’ 
-w@d.~,..-flrqye_ tp...gt. pct.lnt m-sr-. b&W .&e +tw. :iwund-ed. .m& lay and. the. 
lead destroyer placed both 90.,: millimeter arid;:50 calibre machine :gun 
fire upon the,enemy positi.ons. The tanks did not leave the$r..a,ssembly 
area at, the turnaround. 

.,., ,“ji‘, 
The infantry p$atoon’ accompanied.’ the 

destrqyers to the point from which the,destroyers were,to support them 
in cleaning out the enemy .position+ The infantry formed on both 
sides of the street, advancing from house to house’and alley to .alley. 
The infantry on the left side ,of the street were. able to work within 
25 yards of the destroyer, but the. 4nfantry: on the. right were unable 
to advance, being pinned down by machine gun fire. At this time. the 
destroyer and the OP both spotted the enemy fire, which was 
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imediately neutralized by 9&n and Caliber .50, MG fire. Other 
targets were spotted on the left and taken under fire by. the 
destroyers. This effectively neutralized most of the enemy fire ‘,in 
the vicinity. 

At this pint the Inf. Co. Commander received orders not to go 
forward’ as negotiations were under way for surrender of the town’ and 
the infantry withdrew and took cover. Fs soon as the enemy saw this ‘I 
he opened up with everything he,had. Fran the ‘OP and the sniper posts 
set up our men were constantly ‘engaging enemy ‘machine gunners, 

1c 

riflemen, and’*-panzerfaust teams.’ T& Cjp”iqdked ‘an’ observer rjith a ,BC 
scope in a small opening by a large clock on a public building. The 
first round of 9Omn HE hit the clock dead center. The loud noise and 
the dust created by the activity made accurate observation difficult; 
the lack of supporting foot troops for the; destroyers made them very 
vulnerable to panzerfaust ’ attack.-, Ihe’ Tank Destroyer Company 
Ex&utive Officer : brought same’ ,.personnel, of ‘the company, headquarters 
platoon to’ give :the ‘S;destroyers -‘&nk protection from *nzerfaust :_ 
teains. He had ” spotted’ sane enemy’ sniper ,positions and occupied one 
destroyer.’ and directed ‘fire upon them until their’ fire tis reduced.. 

“‘,After this had been acctiplished one of the OP’s spotted an ‘ehemy~ 
!@rk IV tank that had ~IXW& into position just back of a street 
intersection, some two hundred yards, in the front of the lead 
destroyer, from tiich position ‘it ws ,screened from observation by the 
tar$“destroyer platoon leader anddestroyers; It was planned to leave 
the, lead &troy& tier-e .it“m~~ and’ move’ the other destroyer a block &i&<‘d ‘a bl&k ‘&p&j~& a...lj6sitiofi .kt.a ‘tm’buildings ‘fc& which 
he could’ dart forth’ and’ engage ,‘the enemy tank if opportunity presented it&If to ca+&i ,& en&y .~a\;lare,;,“~“<‘- ‘! ,_ 

The encircling destroyer proceeded about halfway ti his new 
position under heavy sniper and machine;gun fire, ‘then it was charged 
by six.- enemy rocket grenad’iers. In attempting to back .into position 
frcsi’ which to ward’,off ‘this attack the destroyer driver dropped the 
vehicle into : a ;‘la‘rge shell crater ,: temporarily immobilizing it; The 
assistant~‘driver and *loader left the destroyer and made their tiy back 
to ‘the Tank tistroyer Platoon Leader, to \\hom the “reported the 
incident. The Tank Destroyer Platoon .Leader ran under heavy enemy 
fire to the shell,. crater to determine the extent ;of the ‘damage. 
Before he arrived, however, the gunner had fought off the grenadier 
attack, killing all six of the enemy;. firing both Caliber .50 MG and 
9Om HE at point blank raqes; and the -gunner, destroyer commander ; 
and the driver had managed to extricate ,the destroyer from the shell 
crater ant-proceed~to~their destination’ to wait in readiness to attack 
the- enemy tank. The Tank Destroyor Platoon Leader returned to the OP, 
picking up ‘the destroyer comnander along the “way, and pointed out to 
him the enemy ta,nk, explaining in full the plan of attack. ” _ 

‘The ,iMark IV tank then started to fire at the sniper personnel 
located in the building,’ ‘and also, at the OP. He then switched his 
fire on the house behind which the Tank Destroyer was located and in 
tiich the Platoon &unander ‘and destroyer commander were located. If 
the Mark IV tank moved out further he muld expose himself to the tank 
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destroyer fire ,and if ‘the tank destroyers u&d further fjorward they 
$uld ,<b&, exp&d to his fire. The distance bet&en ‘the tank land- the 
tank destroyers was about 15,O yards. IWing this -time small arms and 
bazooka fire was continual. Panzerfausts were spotted trying to move 
into position to the rear of the second tank destroyer. A machine-gm 
and crew were placed in a building so they cover&d the rear of the 
tank destroyer, and they ware able to keep the enemy down with 
machine-gin ,fire and force them to withdraw again to the buildings. 

: lhe ,platoon com&nder ,exchanged fire. wizh the enemy’ tank .for quite 
sdnietims withqut result; ,both being jl in’ a’ position frti $@ich they 
could not be hit by the ‘exchanged fire. 

The destroyer comnander of number one destroyer was then ordered 
to move his destroyer ,in the direction of the enemy tank as fast as 
possible; come to a halt, race his motor, then tiithdraw imn@ately. 
He ,WS covered by small arms fire from ‘the.,sniper podts‘for protection 
against the Panierfausts. This maneuver persuaded the Mark’ ‘IV :tank 

‘creW+to’move their. vehicle ,formrd in order to” get a shot at’ the 
destroyer,:‘, ” “lhe destroyer corn&r&r of ‘the 2d destroyer Gas waiting 
for the. Kirk IV tank to make this move. He ‘Ifirti a ro,Una of .I& into 
the ‘%a11 above the enemy, tank, showering them with a blinding &loud .of 
dust. lhe tank ws so located that: it was not possible for the 
destroyer gunner to place direct fire upon it, so he placed four 
rounds of AK in front of it on an’angle that ricocheted tw rounds’ 
into ‘the ‘tank and sent it up in fl&nes. This destroyers then kiithdreti.‘, 

,1 /, 
’ ‘.,,lhe engagement lasted for tire than five’ hour’s; during ,:Mcb w 

used virtuailyall of our firepower. Our machine gunners ’ and snipers 
killed a known 30 dead’ and wunded many more with the 9Omn.. An 
Americ&i ‘soldier who had been captured. tm days before and held 
prisoner in one of the buildings in town reported that the first rolrid 
of ’ 9Oti fired in the’ ‘tom went through a doorway of the German 
barracks and killed 6 and wxmded at least 11 more. 

1 :‘The following day PASSMi surrendered,- yielding arouhd five .hurjdred 
pr’i soners .’ It MS discovered that another Mark IV tank was in the 
toti, abandoned. and burned by the crew.. 

ANALYslS 
lhis after-action -report is an’ interesting account of an 

armor/infantry team clearing an urban area. Combined arms was 
stressed at, all. times, and the 1 tank destroyers ,wre used ‘.to great 
effect in Passau, itself. ““of particular interest was the ingenuity 
displayed in ferreting out the NKlV, blinding it by. showring it in 
debris,’ ard then killing it by ricochet fire. 
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.j!RIENDLY. FIRE I.’ 
’ :“QI .the morning” of‘:’ 9. July Brigadier General :B,ohn,, the ; CCB 

canmander,, +rnpj+d to ‘pass ‘his’ trailing task force in colunn through 
his leading elements. The always difficult manewer was further 
complicated by the ‘heavy hedgerow terrain and extremely muddy, 

I conditions 1caused by several days of. heavy rain. The advance of the 
armored forces ys “sqon’ bogged down and also, stymied the attempts of 
30th Divisijon’ units to move forward. Dissatisfied with CCB’s slow 
progress~;: General ebbs, pressed General E&hn, telling him to take his 
obj&iveby 1700 or ,&render co&n&d of ‘“his unit, ’ In an’effort to 

w 

give’ his %&t&t ‘superior &me sign of progress, Bohn. ordered, one of 
his tank qnpanies to strike aheM. without pause, cross the St. &an 
de’,,Daye-Pent Hebert highway, and move southwestward to Bill, 91. The 
ccsipany of eight Sherman tanks soon moved off toward cuts-Vents 
spr~,‘ing..the.,dit~hes,:a?d,” hedgeroq with machine gun fire. 

* ,.j,, @$t%hile~~~Bohn attmpt,@ to get the remainder of his mired combat 
command u&&way*: .and the :~..:.various elements of ’ the., 30th:” infantry.., 
D@isi& braced th&&lves ‘&jainst,*‘.e&ected counterattacks by the 2. 
S&Par&r “Divisi,on”frM the west ,..a& the Panzer L.ehr Division from ,‘t% 
Gist. As the.,“ day wore on the ‘30th Division!s infantry and attached’ 
atior (743d Tank Battalion) came order increasing German pressure. 
Although); the division generaliy stood firm in the face of’ the German 
counterattack, isolated units withdrew precipitately after learning of 
the virtual, destruction ofthe 74,d Tank Battalion in a German-ambush. 
on the. division right “flank. 

The .823d.,T*k Destroyer Battalion (Towed) was attach,ed to, the !3Oth I&&~~“‘~ivr~i& &~&$kil ,;i$.44,..and ‘landed at oMAHA .Beich’ on 24 June 
lg44’2 _I t. &gTip& ::9& ^‘&. 6 i,r y-six, 3-inch ‘or 76-nm .$owed antitank guns, 
@:;82~” was considered .a well-train& unit with, high morale, even 
tho,@h on, ;9’ July it tis still; in its’ shakedown period,. Later. the 
battalion,.would holdthe L6 Arrmy. record for tanks destroyed by a: tank 
destroyer battalion for the period 6 June 1944’ - 8 May 1945 .on the 

-, 

+ntiqq$ I having ‘knocked out 111 enemy tanks and other armored 
vehicles. ,, 

Cbmpany C,’ 82311 Tank Destroyer ,Battalion, 
;I 

had crossed the Vi re m 
River on 7 July and had supported the 30th Infantry Division’s s 
abortive attempts to continue the attack out of the bridgehead on 8 
JG,Y* Its main role, however, had been to ., counter the German 
counterattacks that mounted. in intensity on 9,July; By late afternoon 
on,,e ninth the cqpany’ was, in .defensi,ve direct-fire ‘positions south 
of the St. i .Jean ‘de l%ye .crossroads astride and east of the main 
highway to St. j Lo. Shortly ..gfter 1635 ‘1st Lt. Ellis W.. McInnis’s 1st 
Platoon shifted positions slightly in anticipation -of an expected, 
German armored counterattack north up the St. Lo ‘highway. ‘By about 
1715 lst Platoon’s guns were in position covered by the bazookas and 
small arms of the 1st Reconnaissance Platoon, 823d TD Battalion, led 
by lst Lt. Thompson L. Haney. 

Mile Lieutenant IvcInnis’s platoon moved into position, stragglers 
fran the 117th Infantry Regiment streamed northward along the St. Lo 
highway reporting that the German armor was not far behind. Air 
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burst&from Lnidentified artillery. over: ‘the, tank’ destroyer ‘positions 
lent ,credence to the’. iirminence of a -German ,assault. About 1800 
Lieutenant McInnis spotted a tank about 1,000 yards to his front &ich 
moved back and forth several Uines ‘to look over the hilltop in hull 
def ilade. ~,He immediately radioed the Company C commander to ascertain 
whether there were any friendly tanks in the area and received the 
reply. that %hat you are looking for is in front of you.” 

‘Alaxsst ~imnediately the tank moved north along the highway spraying 
the .,;hedg.ero% , ditches; ‘and $lst’ Platoon positions,. with .,30-caliber 
machine gun ,-i fire. It was .soon joined by several .other tanks wtiich 
also fired’ their machine.guns and 75-m tank guns. mable to visually 
identify the ,advancing tanks ‘because of the .drizzle and fog which had 
restricted visibility all day, Lieutenant McInnis could only conclude 
that the tanks firing .on his -position constituted’- the long-awaited 
German ‘counte’rattack and: gave. the order to his platoon to open fire.. 

,Sergeant .:M&ery ‘Nunn, “,&o -had already received a graze, on the face 
from one <of’ the tank’machind’ gun bullets; issued the fire”commands for 
his j gun t&:.~e+gage~.the lead tank .at an estimated range of. 500-600 
yards ; : F&e~ ..gm&r’.,’ Gqoral Clement, Scored,. a dead center. hit with 
the first round, and the lead tank stopped ,as smoke poured from it. 
lwo additional rounds were fired, but their effect could not be 
observed’ .because of smoke. The other tanks continued to advance 
firing,, and ’ Sergeant Nunn’s gun was ,hit, and Corporal Clement was 
wwnded in the leg. Sergeant Nunn asswned the gunner Is position and 
Lieutenant hcInn:is, loaded i Ihree more rounds ,were fired; but -no hits 
were’ observed! “and’ the ’ remaining tanks continued to roll forward. 

As the tanks closed, the tank, destroyer ,‘p&%onnel we’re. forced to, ’ 
take cover in the’ditches where they ‘.were pinned downby the machine l,. 
gun fire from the tanks. Men. the tanks were ,about 400 yards’ away, 
Sergeant Nunn-;, recognized them as friendly mediwns, call.&. for a 
cease-fire, and stood up waving at the tanks in mdn ‘attempt to halt 
their. firing. His brave. attempt had no effect, and the 1st Platoon 
hugged the ground as several tanks,*- only three of ,.tiich -‘&r-e not 
firiir%g, passedthrough, the position and continued out’ of sight to the 
north, all attempts by the tank destroyer personnel to identify 
themselves having failed. 

Sgt. Carl ,Ii&ina, Private First Class Hardin, and, Pfc. Ernie Jacobs 
of Lieutenant. Raney.‘s recon platoon Qere, in- the pr,ocess of 
establishing a bazooka position in a ditch, aen the tanks appeared. 
They were pinned -doWi- by fire frock the tanks ,- and Mien it became 
unbearably heavy, Sergeant Hanna ordered his men to- take cover in the 
ditch on the ,other side of the hedgerow. As they attempted to do so, 
Private First Class Jacobs WJS hit in the head by a 75-m tank round, 
tiich killed him instantly and knocked out Sergeant I-lanna; who was hit 
in the back of the head by fragments of Jacob’s skull. 

Company C’s 2d Platoon, led by 1st Lt. Francis ?J. Connors, also 
fell victim to the- tankers I fire. A tank rolled up to within fifteen 
yards of Connor’s uncamouflaged halftrack, which could scarcely have 
been- mistaken for anything other than a L6 vehicle, and fired 
point-blank, severely wounding the halftrack’s assistant driver in the 
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chest; Lieutenant Connors identified the .tank as,.,a 3d Armored 
Division tank (No. 25) ard Sgt. Joseph A. Chustz,,, the 2d Platoon 
Security Sergeant, identified another by the name on its hull, 
BE-BXK. 

During the course of the fray Lieutenants McInnis and .Baney and 
several of their men took cover on the north side of a stone building. 
Cne of the tanks fired an BE round into the building frcm, twenty feet 
away and. five. feet from where the party was standirg. The next tank 
in col,unn turned, its turret toward the group but did, not ,,fire hen 
Lieutenant McInnis waved his arms and shouted. Shortly.: after the 
offending tanks had rolled northward out of the Cbmpany C area, 1st. 

’ Lt. Neil, P. Curry of the 30th Reconnaissance Troop arrived from the 
north and, reported that the tanks had also fired on his M-8 halftrack 
and showed the hole in the turret ring mount. 

Ihe,. results of the twenty-five-minute engagement mre serious but. 
not catastrophic. Twr, US ‘medium tanks were destroyed, and one,‘3-inch 
antitank, gun bs &damaged, by machine gun fire’ striking the recoil 
mechanism but was ~r,etu,rned to service within twenty-four hours. me 
823d: 1D Battalion. Isuffered casualties, of one man killed and three . 
wounded (tW seriously) ; the tankers lost six men. In his daily 
report lbr 9 July the 823d TD Battalion S-3, Maj. Ashby I. Loshe, 
reported the unit’s combat efficiency as “satisfactory but mad as 
hell” and tided that the lnit 

: : ” 
.., took two .&isoners &ich wF3re its first, suffered 

its first fatal.,casualties, was shot up by its own 
+ : .Infantr.y, and Armored .Force and in turn shot up .our 

,own ,. Inf,antry and Armored Force but. under all ,. 
ci.rcumstances came, through the.ir first critical 
engagement, in. fairly good shape ard without too 
serious loss,es . 

Cn 10’. July major Lohse was : appointed a board of one officer ,. to 
investigate the <incident. Be identified. the offending tanks as 
belonging to the 3d Armored Division and concluded that the ‘& tanks 
were fired upon because : 

(1) .enemy tanks were ‘reported both, by- Higher. 
Headquarters-and withdrawim Infantry to be in 
the immediate,,front, of the 3” guns, 

(2) poor visibility prevented recognition of type 
and nationality of tank, 

(3) no friendly tanks were known to be in that 
area, 

(4) because tanks were firing upon gun positions 
and friendly, positions generally and, .,I 

(5) because tanks were moving, north Wle the 
direction of attack was south. 

Despite the poor visibility and obvious stress of being under 
heavy fire, the tank destroyer personnel did recognize the tanks as 
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friendly.and ceased firing &en the tanks mre about 400 yards away. 
They, then attempted, often at very personal risk, to identify 
themselves. Ulder the circumstances the continued firing by the 
tankers is difficult to excuse. Every effort was made by the tank 
destroyer personnel to ‘ident,ify themselves, but whether out of 
confusion, fear, or simply lack of discipline, the tanks moved through 
the friendly position and well to the rear, firing continuously. 

As the reader has probably already surmised, the offending tanks 
werethe company, from CCB,; 3d Armored ‘Division (probably a company of 
the .33d Armored Regiment),, earlier. dispatched \ .by Brigadier General 
Bohn to proceed expeditiously to Hauts-Vents. Apparently the tank 
cunpany comnander either misunderstood his instructions or becane 
confused. In any event, upon reaching the north-south St. Io highway 
he turned right. (north) rather than left ,(south) and blundered into 
the+,823d Tb. ,Battgl.ion:~position,(,~, The conxnander personally suffered the 
consequences of,, his error., His tank was the one knocked out at the 
beg$nn$ng of, the engagement by Sergeant Nmn’,s gm.. Just, at the 
mc&ntthe ,1&d: .tank +s .hit,, General Bohn was attempting to contact 
his Wayward m:it by radio and over the open radio channel heard the 
tank canpany comnander’s cry of pain and anguished statement, “I am in 
dreadful agony.” ‘. 

‘,’ After their’ pass through the 823d.l~ position, the’ remaining six 
tanks reversed direction and proceeded to the objective, Hill 91 at 
hauts-Vents, tiich they’ somehow managed to reach shortly before. dark. 
Ironically, the six tanks reached the objective just in time to be hit 
by an @erican strafing atta.ck ..requested .earlier but ..delayed by bad 
weather. ‘, Fortunately, there were no casual,ties and the remnants of 
the “tank, c@apy spent ,the. night on, hill 91 only to be withdrawn the 
followirrg morning (10 July) when it proved impossible to reinforce 
th62lTl. ‘lhe hauts-Vents objective was finally secured by CCE! on the 
afternoon of 11 July.. , 

ANALYSIS , . /, $! ,I 
,. This ,incident” .of “amicicide” 

canpany- comnander’s misorientation. 
ws primarily ‘the result of the 

have helped ; in any case, 
Prearranged emergency signals may 

both units were lucky enough to have 
received as little,,drmage as they did. 
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TROYEB-AURhOREDAlY&i 
’ ‘, 

BY BRIGADIER GENEBAL ABTEtR L,. WEST, JR. 
COLQNEL CROSBY P. hIuER 

II . . . GENERAL WOOD came in .to state that the 4th Armored had just 
captured lroyes. ‘This capture ms a very magnificent feat of arms. 
Colonel, later General, Bruce C. Clarke brought his combat comnand up 
north of the town, where,, a ,gul,ly; or depression,, gave him cover,. at 
about three thousa’ti’ yards’ from. the toti. The edge of the, town was 
full’.of German’ guns and Germans.:: Clarke ,lined up ‘one medium tank ;, 
canpany, backed it ‘with two ,annored infantry canpanies, all mounted, 
and charged with all guns blazing.!’ 

This. is General Patton’s’ description of one of the few (probably 
the only) cross-country cavalryli ke charges of. a built-up area that-“: 
occurred ‘in World:,. wr II fighting in Europe. The”men ,who .actually ,. 
made the’ .&tack knbw that its success was no accident. They know th&i 
it .‘repr’esented perfected j: team work; aboirding confidence in other 
arnis;: ~‘canplete confidence’ in .the ‘leadership .of the .cc@$t comnander ,. 
who order,@ the .attack. ‘. ; ! 

These men, are proud, -and with good cause, of the fact that they 
were the ones who rode their thin-skinned vehicles and their tanks 
through heavy, artillery, small arms and AT fire across ,some 3,000 

yards of unadulterated 
destroy the, enemy. ,, ., hell dismounting only to close with and 

,‘, 
They are: the men, who fought in the: streets against heavy- odds; who i 

were cut. off for some 18 hours ‘by a numerically, superior force; who 
attacked *the vitals .of the 5lst 88 Brigade; and then turned and struc.k. 
and destroyed the enemy’ in detail. 

“This is the.’ storyi, of that “magnificent feat of arms” - a story 
based on the notes of the task force conmander as jotted down on the 
day after the fight. .,’ 

After the, fall of Orleans, Erance, the 4th. Armored Division 
continued its drive, to the east. As part, of XII Corps, the division 
seized 8ens and crossings of the Yonne Eiver on 21 August 1944; and 
Montargis on 23 August.. 

CCA; 4th Armored Division, commanded by Qlonel Bruce C. Clarke, 
received orders on 24 August to seize Troyes, France, ati secure 
crossings of the Seine River in that locality. 

The combat comnard was ordered to’move out in two columns at first 
light the next morning. the -northern colunn, Task Force Oden 
(Lieutenant Colonel Delk M. Cden) , was given the mission of crossing 
the Seine River north of Troyes &ile the southern col~pnn, Task Force 
West (Major Arthur L. West, Jr .) was to seize Troyes itself and secure 
crossings of the Seine River within the environs of the city proper. 

For this qperation, the task force canposition was as follows : 
Task Ebrce aen 

35th Tank Bn (-I Co) . 
C Co, ,lOth A I B 

66th F A Bn 
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Plat, Q. ,.A, 24th Armd wr Bn : 
Plat’, Q. D, 25th Cav Pen Sdn 

‘$sk~ Force West 
10th Armd Inf Bn (-1 Co)- > 

C Co, 35th Tank Bn 
94th Armd. F:A Bn 

Plat, Co ‘A, 24th Armd wr En. s* . . Plat* Co D,;; 25th Cav ,Rcn Sdn ,. 
..,:&qiy! ‘on’ lee morning of 25. August the.,$.,task forces moved out 

‘. 

abreast toward Troyes to a point about 10 ‘miles west of:. the city. 13, During the march of, Task ,, Force, West, a tank from C/35 per,iodically 
left the colwru~, knocked down a telephone pole, .and broke the 
telephone wire $,th its tracks to ensure: that, no warning of the 
approach of .U.,S. Forces would be,: received’,. $n Troyes by : telephone 
means. Th$s practice was SOP in the 4th,&mored Division., ‘. 

f_ Tn,.the ,. vJcin&ty of. the : to.wn .: of ,,. Pav.&llon,:‘ ” the’.. ,Combat ,&&and 
Cxnmander .!,: ordered I, that the, . @in highway .approa.ches to ,:,, eoyes be 
avc$ded,,ilar$ ,the remainder’ of ‘the ‘.march. to : be’~~executq¶ crosscountry 
and&r ,on secondary roads. At ,the same time, Colonel /Clarke ordered 
the ., imnediate, ,,seizure vicinity of’, Montgueux,~ four miles west of 
Troyes, as a base, of operations prior to assaulting the town. 

‘:Task Force West moved rapidly, and ‘by ,150O hours ati, occupied, 
ki that ~ppds~~~~oil~ the* high gro.Fd of Montgueux which dominated the 
entire city of Troyes.; ;: : 

i I$ to .t$s (pint, withno ,Gqcqns in evidence, the question as to 
the’ en&y’s whereabouts .was uppermost in everyone’s mind. :, 

however,, ,with@ 19 minutes after, the T&k Force. occupied ‘the high- 
ground, sporadic artillery ,:fi’re.began to .fall”:,on ‘the forwardslopes of, 
the hill mass. Thus, it. was evident that’:,Troyes w& still- held by the 

T enemy and the Combat Conmander ordered the ctty assaulted wi,th a 
minimun of dqlay.,, :: : i’ “I,! 

*,,., @conna@sance elements were promptly, dispatched by’ the &Sk Force 
Comnander’, Major West, to ascertain the degree of:. res,istance to be P 
exFted, the ‘best routes of approach, mine fields, barriers and the 

Cc&any and platoon leaders engaged in a hasty rec%naissance,,the 
artillery forward obsetiers registered in, and all of the minute 
details, in. preparing for an attack .,Fre attended to. The. mits under 
the, comnand of or. in support, of Task Porte West to. carry out, -this, 
attack mre: I 

Task-Force West ‘ 
10th Arid Inf Bn”(-Co C) :-‘k&j& A. L. West,, Jr. 

Hq Co, - Capt. Howard Seavers 
ACo: Capt;\T. J,. Macndn@ld, Jr.. 

BCb 7 Capt Julian Newton 
svd co - Ca$t Robert Bryan 

Medics - Capt Isadore Sil’verman 
Co C, 35th Tank Bn - Capt C. P. Miller 

94th Armd Field Arty Sn - Lt ‘cbl Alex Graham 
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Plat ,’ Cb A, 24th Ai&i Niger Bn - rink 
Plat; Co ,D; 25th C& Finn Bqdn - ihk 

The Combat @mmand B-2 relayed forward an estimate of 50 troops in 
the city’canposed of rear echelon. elements left behind to prepare 
demolitions and attend to the last minute evacuation matters. 
Estimates of enemy ,opposition filtered in, fran patrols which indicated 
an aggressiveness that portended more than rear guard delaying tactics 
on the part of the entiy. 

Liaison planes, reported heavy,antiai,rcraft fire in the vicinity of 
i 

thi3 ‘-“city. !,The ,,,25th Cavalry’ .,,a$ the I &‘I “R *,,(Intelligence, ” ,and 
Beconnaisance) Piatoon of the 10th Armored Infantry Battalion b&h 
r@ort&l heavy small arms and,mortar fire on both main approaches, into 

” 

Troyes .approximately two miles distant from the city proper I 
indicating an ‘.outer, perimeter defense. By 1600 hours the enemy 
artillery:,fir$ was:beginning to increase in volme and accuracy on the 
Ivnntgueux hillcausing 15: casualties. ,. ‘.’ ,, “. 

;’ “C&&l; ,‘&&e ;, p ;.Mder’; arrived L at the msk. Eofce’ jl Qkad 
pb”sb aii;i;l;&&j& ‘.+ &j~i&.~+atimat~ o’f the ,.sit,uati& & f++‘order&j :a .’ 
c~~~!l;ia~~~~~~ss~~t:~~'?~oye~'to ,jhp off at 1700 hburs. His: concept 
of’ ‘d-a& ‘at&& was’ :a: Q&@ “desert” type attack directly into : the 
city ac!ross” the broad flat “‘plain, Mich stretched. for three and 
one-half miles between the base of the Ecrjntguelix hill and the city, 
using the tanks in,, conjmctipn ‘with ,the. infantry ,mounted in ,half 
tracks, rnovir& at &imun speed to attain the highest possible shock , 
impact,., 0~ ,.,*e +-!Y l 

.~ >; ,’ 

I&t’ ‘minute preparation&.’ were rapidly completed and ha j,o~r ,West, ! 
/ issued the followinfi ‘oral ‘order ‘@ his cdmnanders: ’ ‘. .a’; ‘: 

?his: force’ attacks Troy& at 170011 LD fortird edge ‘of ‘this hill (tin@+& hiiil ma&j‘* ,Bd&aries: left boundary is roea A’ (pointing ’ 
to the’ road tiich runs through’ & Grange to the north of !%ntgueux’ 
intr, Troyes) ; :right boundary is.‘r& B (Mute ‘60) .I( 

“Eormation is colt of companies - companies in line”,. ‘8 ‘, ‘, 
7i 

:’ ” C[351. (tanks) wi 11’ lead , followed ,by ,A/10 (Infantry) ‘wi,th 
machinegti. platoon attached”‘. ” “, ’ ,“‘i , : _* ., /,, 
trac&yineer platoon with mine detectors ride in A company half 

t 

n&&wing A Company will b Battalion Headquarters, B/10, Fbrtar ,’ 
Platoonand &!dics” . ” ‘; I ‘. 

“. WAssault ‘ Gun Platoon (75mn B&tzers) and Beconnaissance (jeeps) 
Platoon.’ will cover right flank ‘keeping inside (left) of road B hugging 
our, artillery fire”. 

This is a momted attack. W till ,,stay in, our vehicles until + 
forced to dismount. “’ .’ 

“94th Armored Held Artillery Battalion covers road B (pointing to 
Fbute No 60.) with time fire ctiencing 1700 and will sweep up road B 
as we advance, firing on targets of’, opportunity on call. We can, get 
155’s on call as well.” ; 

“Maintenance/lo ‘remain vicinity of Montgueux until called 
forward”. >’ 

%attalion CP behind C.35”. 
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“pddio ,silence, ~u$il. .1700. .It is ‘now 1615.” .,! 
‘% will maneuver any place across the open g,ro&d that we see 

fit, keeping the hole force together at all times, and pushing the 
A/10 half tracks right up with the tanks”. 

“Now for the city itself. All we have is the l/SO, 000 map, but 
you can see. fran her the general outline of the city. we will 
establish three phase lines tiere. wle can .rega,in control : tien we get, * 
inW~~,pyy~.w . ., 8' ~.sil.; #. .s, 

“Ihe’, first. phase line :- &r& buil~ing$“,,(ijbinting) ‘I. ,’ “‘se&& - the railroad line that, runs through town parallel ,to the I ‘. river!’ .‘ I 
“lhird - in the vicinity of that church steeple on the Seine ’ 

River”. 
, “In ,‘case, anything prevents ,,our,!, ..coordination at each of, these :.. 

lines:‘,,’ push ,right on ‘tohe Sei& ,piver, and, get the, bridges. when we : 
initial,ly. *ter the,,cit,y,; ,‘do in+ ‘*e the roads (main streets) . . Go in 
bet~j~,$jj~,,i,bl~k~ it) ~.pj#~, y$s,,., ho yes, .$c . I kths You .r.&cq the 
railroad track :,in town. . lien b ‘iciill.:take,,,a main road and the .hhole I force “(iii;” aftack hwn &is oh& ro&.” ” ” if ‘w “behans &ie, there in 

strength,-w will get, in. &hind ,them and then attack their rear .” 
“Are there any questions?” 
%oire out ! ” 
ties leading assault .companies ~YDV&Y.’ down around’ the hill,, into . 

their j@np%ff, p$tions” by’l700 and moved out &i the attack,, 
,$e, medium ,tank ,‘company,,~C/35; deplo.yed with its three. platoons 

abreast, in --line with the’ exception. :‘&iat .,,, the right flank’ platoon, .’ 
commanded by Lieutenant “Grice,” nearest. ~,,rotid’ ,B,’ was echeloned right 
with ‘ord;ers to watch the right,, flank and, ro& B’i ‘I’ A;, ‘Cer@n, armor& car was encounter,,@’ and quickly ,el iminated . 

T Jb t$F’ “fit!+@ gq$yj mawhan ; ‘the enemy artillery increased in 
intensity;.,, seeki% out i the :,'d+&iti$ iuczqt~$e brg&td &&h $&rk 
SWee& across “the open gro’ti, t+ard, the ‘city.’ .Ihe enemy .,artillery 
obseryep must have -gloated to themselves over the. &ambles ,they 

l 

expected ,*to create because in front of” the advancing U.S. Forces were 
two major obstacles: a railroad on a high embankment running 1 
diagonally,.across the plain, and between that :obstacle and the city, 
an antitank ‘ditch of no mean proportions. 
: However I” the tanks+ ,halftracks. went up and over: the rail&d _ 

enbar&@i~~ without a pause and again- begain. to “pick up speed ,... _ : 
FJgulfed in. enemy ,artillery:.the Americans could hardly see in any, 

direction withqut facing &he flame,,of. an, exploding shell. 
Wo’ $anks received, direct hits. +e was hit on ‘theefront slope 

plate.#thout har$in$, the tank. and the crew..continued,, to .push forward 
despite their nkirrg ears. ‘:. Ihe second tank ,.,., ’ that of ,Lieutenant .., 
Cline, ,2d Platoon leader, ,‘es hit iby ah ‘@ round ori the left rear of 
the t.uiket. The blat slam@ .’ the open tur’ret hatch leaf : down ‘on , 
Lieutenant ,Cline’s head, ,peppered’ his, neck.,with snail fragments and’ 
smashed him ‘down on ‘the floor., of the turret in a semi-conscious 
condition-but .the tank crew continued on in the attack (Li,eutenant 
Cline was up and fighting again by the time the city was reached). 
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To escape the, accurate artillery fire, the’ Task Force Gxiunander 
ordered the entire force to move’ more rapidly and to move into the 
bursting concentrations fell (30 seconds or so later), they ‘fell to 
the rear and flank of the particular group of vehicles which- had 
driven into the prior burst. 

Ps ‘lask Force West moved across country, it ,took up “marching 
fire” fran the tanks and halftracks to. force unseen enemy gunners and 
panzerfaust (antitank) gunners to keep their heads down, and reduce, 

\- 

their accuracy. This ‘fire “was !,extremely’ effective. Later Captain 
Miller, C/35, claimed it tis‘ too much so - a .58 caliber machinegun 
slug fran a half-track behind him penetrated his bedroll on the rear 

* 

deck of his tank’and punctur+“his air mattress. 
As TFW attacked across country it employed the technique of 

reconnaissance by. fi,re from the tanks. and :‘infantry half+rack. .;This 
fire ‘is ‘:&tremely~ effective as was J.ear&d”“earlier’: in’ the hedge “row 
fights’ in, Normandy;‘ ” ‘Ihe’ e&nditure of ‘machinegm &nd tan@% may: 
appear ’ ex+i$ive, , h6wever , the sldck effect gained was tremendous’:‘:,, : 
This technfque was employed’ effectively many times throughout the war 
by elements of the divi.sicin. ,’ 

During this part of the attack one,. of the -~command jeeps of the 
Task Force was hit by artillery fragments. The officer occupant was 
knocked from the je.ep and fell into a, foxhole, occupied by an enemy 

. soldier. A .warning was quickly flashed ,$I .the ,followirig vehicl.es, ,,and 
it was discovered that ‘the’,“e&ire field MIS occupied’ by German I” infai&)i ‘c’:ifi t pa’ktially, cov&i& i:” f$$~l~ ~ The ‘first, platoon of A/10 
dismounted ‘,frc&i ‘their, ‘half-tracks ‘and $11” or captured over ,100 
Germans as .they lay “in their holes. ‘. 

At the antitank ditch, the,.last major obstacle, many of the, tanks, 
already runt& at their top! speed. “in 5th” gear:, literally leap&l the 
ditch, clawed at’ the’ far edge ‘and finally churned their way out onto h. 
level ground. ‘fi some ‘bas&;’ the. grinding tracks gouged out a 
precarious ‘$&a$; for a few ,of the half-tracks.. 

A,‘hasty %earch of the ‘antitank d’itch revealed a passageway and ,the . 
remainder of the force crossed in single file. In the process several 
Germans with radio sets were discovered hiding in well-camouflaged 
holes. .dug into the side of the ditch., They were field” artillery 
forward observers and all were effectively dispatched. An imnediate 
reaction wes n&i&able in: the lessened accuracy’ of the enemy’s 
artillery fire. i -. -’ -’ i i- 

Small’arms fire was ‘being received ‘from both flanksi--but, due to 
the ‘efficient work of the U.S. Artillery Forward Cbservers with the 
tank and rifle companies, friendly time fire ms falling on’ both 
flanks aid’ to the front;’ -The ‘time fi”re succeeded ‘to a large &tent in 
rendering the enemy comter ‘fires ineffective. <.‘.I’ ” 

Enemy anti,tank guns ‘along road B, pinned~down by artillery sh$ls 
bursting in the trees overhead ,, wre overrun and their crews knocked 
0,ut. Thus, .‘irs Task Force West aptiroach&d ‘the city of Troyes, it 
became more and more evident that the German force was no 5OO-man rear 
guard demolition detachment, but a well-entrenched and well-equip*’ 
defending force. V ‘. 
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After crossing ‘the antitank ditch, the attack became somehat 
.disorganized .and lost i,ts c,ohesi.veness due to, the nec.essari1.y 
piecemeal crossing of the ditch and the mopping-up operations in its 
,vicinity. Nevertheless, the assault was pushed vigorously and the 
outskirts of tom wre reached. 

At the edge of the built-up area, radio orders wxe issued to , 
continue through the city and -secure the bridges over the Seine River 
with, a seco,ndary,purpose of getting behind the Germans. * 

The Task, Force was, split into .two’ attacking ,/groups; one under the, 
10th .:AIR yecutive Mfices,, ,rJlajor Leo El~ll, consisting of two tank 

i platoons and one infantry platoon; the other under the Task ‘Force 
Commander, consisting of one platoon of tanks and the remaining Wo 
canpanies of infantry. i 

This. splitting of the, force was by accident and confusion - not by 
design;. Rothforces advanced, independently of each ,other toward the 
-river,. ,’ Ps,, b@, groups ppl a% ’ ,all contact between the ,430 was 
temporarily ,:.lost l,J! !‘,. :; .., ‘.:; 

‘I@ ,group. under .EilaJor‘ ‘Rlwel.1 moved in a northerly direction on a 
back ,,l,street. for”. a, short distance :then ,turned east on a, main, 
thoroughfare and drove straight through to the river. 

Gne tank was rocked. by a panzerfaust hit on a bogie wheel, but ,was 
able 4~ limp slowly.‘along behind .the, colunn. 

A German antitank gun, firing blindly at the flank of the passing 
colt’ ‘from .a narrow side j stre,et,., eventually so irritated their .’ 
intended targ,ets that ,a squad of infantry stopped alld knocked it out. 

,The.. column c&in@dto roll until it entered a large, ,square with 
a pa~?k,:l:i~~:‘acea ,ir~:;thh,~center ar@ a’ large auditor+ or concert hall 
at theeast end. ‘, The :&-ear end of thi,s concert’ ,hall overlooked the 
Seine .River . ,,, *,’ 

A, perimeter ,defense was set up in ‘the square with tanks and 
1 infantry coverirg every street which debauched onto the square. 

Ratrols’,&re, sent ,out :to locate the bridges. 
A ‘::,&k’; tiich* ‘attempted to move, around the rear of. the, concert 

* hall, onto ‘the street. running along the river ‘bank, was driven back to 
cover by a ‘tremendous blast and a shower of shattered brick masonry. 
It was: later determined that this ws the result of direct fire from a 
German artillery howitzer across the river. 

Ai the moment, however, the. blast. cooled don the ‘tanker Is j 
curiosity,~ ,, 1 

The- infantr-ye ,- turned. their attention to clearing out .the 
considerable nunber of. snipers. who were harassing the force frcm the 
building surround,irig the square. . 

lhe elements Mder the T@sk Fdrce Gxnmander dlvanced sl,owly but 
surely against’ determined opposition until the ‘railroad station was 
reached. At this @int, no toti plan : ,being available, the force us 
lost amorg the .build-ings, booth as to location: and direction, with 
increasing enemy fire harrassing it. 

Fortunately, at this point;. radio’ contact ‘Ws regained with the 
Becutive Officer’s group and, by the simple. method of firing .50 
caliber tracers ._ into the air, the, positions of both forces Wre 
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..Major West% group then reorganized and b&an to ‘fight its way 
through to effect a link-up with the Executive Officer’s group. 

Shortly thereafter Nysical contact was established between the 
two forces and a four-block squae perimeter defense as set up. 
Coincident with linkup, bridges were seized intact across the Seine 
River, and the engineer and reconnaissance platoons moved across to 
outpost and secure them’: The Task Force command post w~ls established * 
in a. French’house on the :square.,; )’ ‘. 

Apparently many Germans failed to get the mrd that Americans tire 
on the river ’ and in the square - a tiny French car occupied by tm * 
Germans heeled into the square from a small alley and skidded to a 
halt behir@ a 32-ton Sherman Tank. The surprised looks on the faces 
of the Germans was almost ludicrous. ‘. 

Two German trucks ,pulled out of an alley into a street leading 
from the square and leisurely moving away down the street. 
Unfortunately for them 
tank (k05mm) of C/35. 

that street was outposted by the assualt gun 
* ,The tank fired one ro;Una; on d,eiay fuse which 

passed through the trailing truck and burst in the leading truck,’ 
knockingthembothout. ’ ‘, 

The sniper fire was dying’ out, although one sniper in a church 
steeple continued to fire and inflict casualties despite all efforts 
to dislodge him. Finally Lieutenant Grice, ‘lst, Platoon C/35, 
his tank’s 751m1 gun and effectively silenced the sniper. 

elevated 

Just ‘as things seemed to be quieting down a little, a ’ colunn of 
enemy trucks was observed in the early darkness mdii&&aloq a street 
from: the northwest ‘leading ‘into the square; ,The ixiie‘ was halted’ and 
the first truck set on fire by one round frcm a tank in the square. 
Half tracks from A/10 moved around behind the column, knocked out the 
last vehicle,and trapped the whole convoy. 

‘The trucks must have been an munition convoy-the burning truck . 

exploded and continued the chain reaction. Burning trucks exploded 
periodicaliy during the night’, making a ,&mbles of the street.,’ and 
causing Major West to say a few well chosen words as each blast . 

,threatened to smash,the glass in the tall French doors of his CP. 
IMica attention, by this time, had become a vital need with 

approximately. 30 wounded men requiring immediate care; Repeated 
attempts had been made to contact the Medical Detachsnent by radio,, but 
to no avail. As the enemy fire indicated that the Germans had closed 
in behind :-the Task Force elements at the square ,m it was 16 assuned 
that the Nedical Detachment had either been intercepted and captured 
or had halted to await relieviq forces before attempting to get 
through. however, “Captain Seavers contacted the local French 
authorities ,with a, view ‘fp securing French ‘medi,cal.~‘assistance.’ By 
midnight a small group of l?rench doctors ‘and nurses were ‘functioning 
and caring for the munded. 

kieantiile, the Battalion S-2 Lieutenant ‘Abe Biium, iater Mjor ‘and 
Comnander of Task Force ‘Baum ‘of Ramnelburg fame, had been busy 
contacting local Erench authorities and through them had discovered a 
baker who daily delivered his bakery products to the Ger%an garrisons. 
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.With the baker’s information, and a town ‘plan surprisingly 
supplied .from the b&k&‘s office, a plan of attack was formulated to 
break out and regain physical contact with the remainder of the Combat 
Comnand. 

At 2000 hours a platoon of infantry, supported by one platoon of 
tanks, moved out to establish that contact. 

After an advance of approximately one mile against sporadic 
resistance there was ixnninent danger of their being cut off and 
surrounded in the rapidly fading daylight. Consequently, they were 
recalled, and a decision made to hold : fast for the night-;. 

At 2300 hours the. Combat Commander, Colonel Clarke, called by 
radio. and requested information as the existing situation and what 
assistance, if any, was needed. He was given the situation and a plan 
was formulated which involved the launching of an attack at first 
light by a CU;relieving force of one medium tank company. 

This tank : canpahy was to fight towards,, the center of. the city 
while elements :of Task Force West ware to simultaneously fight back 
fran *the river to effect a ,junction with the relieving force. 

Secondary attacks were planned by -the. Task, Force Commander, 
utilizing four tank-infantry teams, which were to assault such various 
centers of German resistance as were known from information supplied 
by the French .townspeople and the baker. These attacks were‘designed 
to further disr,upt the German garrison and to break the back of the 
enemy defense from within. 

The. ?first,: of th,ese secondary attacks, was’ to ,be launched 
simul.taneously .with the main link-up efffort of the Task Force, while 
the ot,her three, were to junp off, spaced I!$- ,minutes apart, dependent ‘, 
upon the success of ,the main link-up operation. 

With the, .plans completed for the,. early morning attack, the Task 
Force waited for datrll . 

Intermittent “clashes occurred throughout the night caused mainly 
by Germans, unaware of the exact, location of the Task Force, 
blundering into:, the Y.S. perimeter. However, some elements of. the 
German ‘force knew,-,the location of the Reconnaissance. ard Engineer 
Platoons which had seized and outposted two bridges across the Seine 
River. 

The Germans attacked during the night and forced the outposts back 
to the bridges, but were unable to take the crossings; Here the U.S. 
troops.. held~+til morning. 

It -should be pointed out- here that there were two sets of bridges .- 
involved - the. Seine River split within the city and form& a small 
island so that the, U.S. troops held the estern set of bridges to the, ’ <, 
island ati the, Germans held the island ,and the eastern bridges. The 
island, was shelled intermittently by’ division artillery during the 
night. 

The Reconnaissance’ ‘Platoon was ordered to attack and seize the 
island at .daylight coincident with ,the main Task Force attack. Upon 
receipt of this order. Lieutenant Stan Lyons (now Lieutenant Colonel), 
the platoon leader turned to the Task Force Commander and stated, 
“Mat do you think I am, a G - D - Combat Commander?” 
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I+s the. time for the: .pl.anned attacks approached; information. came 
in on ‘.what was purported. to be the coinnand post .of the eriemy 51st. SS 
Brigade. Through the dim half light of early morning; enemy trucks 
were observed lined up alorg a street near the square. Major West 
quickly dispatched armored vehicles to. block both ends of the street. 
Further action then was held up until, better light. 

Promptly at 0600 hours the planned attacks were launched. ‘The 
Reconnaissance Platoon, moving rapidly, overran twn German artillery 
batteries in the .process #of displacing and ~eliminated 8 howitzers and, 
accanpanyirg personnel. The tanks and armoredvehicles covering the., 
trucks of the suspected German command post. _ opened fire and knocked 
out these vehicles. The build,iqs on both sides of the street erupted 
Germans as the firing started. These individuals were either killed 
or captured. Anorg the captured ,, was a German general officer , the 
commander of the 5lst; Ss .Brigade :,., . . 

The, main attack:, .junped off and. imme&iately estabkished radio 
contact 1 with the reZi&i,ng tank ccmpany, A/35, and by ,.0800 hours a 
link-up between the two ‘forces ,\rhad been realized within the city. A ’ 
platoon’ of, Ai/ was ,pranptly dispatched to assist the Reconnaissance 
Platoon in its effort to clear a&l the enemy from the island. 

Shortly after the link-up with A/35 (tanks) , the three planned 
secondary attacks were initiated. AZ1 of these were successful and 
unvarying in design and execution, so the relating of one will’ 
suffice. ‘. ! 

From information received from the, Erench the previous evening, 
the ,&cation of the ‘Gestapo Headquarters ard the size of the local 
Gestapo force had .,been ascertained. .,The location of ‘this headquarters 
was approximately eight blocks away fran ‘theTask F&c& perimeter. 

The designated attacking force was one platoon of ‘armored, infantry 
supported by a platoon of C/35 tanks. The assault force moved out and 
traversed : the eight blocks without opposition .Lntil they came to the 
large school building housirrg the Gestapo headquarters. 

The tanks took up firing position and i upon signal i commenced to 
pour round after’ round,of HE, AP ati WP into ,the building .followed by 
.30 and .50,caliber machinegm fire. The building became a holocaust 
within a matter of ,minutes. 

The tanks ceased bfiring and the armored infantry moved in with 
rifle, grenade, and bayonet to canplete the mission. In fifteen 
minutes the fight was ended with 58 German dead cornted, 50 prisoners’ 
and no casualhies ti ‘the .assaulting infantry-tank team. -. -’ 

At approx$mately 1180 hours, 26 August, the Task Force Commander 
received word, that’ his force would be relieved by the .53d .Armored 
Infantry Battalion. w .early afternoon the relief was accomplished 
ard Task Force West moved out to rejoin the remainder of CCA ,northeast 
of ‘Iroyes. 

Qle mine was hit tiile leaving the city tiich killed the Battalion 
Operation Sergeant, Sergeant Cook, ,and wounded several others 
including. the -Battalion S-3, Captain J. J. J. Shea; Also, the bodies 
of the Battalion Surgeon and several medics were found this day. 
Apparently they had been shot after capture by the Germans. 
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It will be of interest to those ~&IO. partici-@ted in this battle 
that ‘the city square around which T&k Force West established its 
perimeter was as of 1960, for the most part a parking area; that the 
concert hall still stands; and that in the square stands a ,large stone 
monument on.which,.is carved scenes depicting the,Germans in occupation 
of Troyes,, the fighting in the city and the Germans in flight. ‘. 

Before this <carved slab are two stone figures-showing a French 
civilian gri?vi:.ng .over the body ,of< an ,American soldier. Apparently: 
the -Fench, of. Troyes have not forgotten. , .‘. .:- ) 

. ‘.’ 1 
ANALYSIS ,, 

The battle is,a prime example of the effectiveness a combined arms’ 
team can have against an enemy ‘force during ,an offensive action with 
the / 8employment of tanks. for concentrated shock and ‘- f,ire ‘power’, the 
employment of infantry to flush out foxholes; “snipers, and areas, 
vulnerable..~,to,, tracks, and “,the. employment of artillery to cover the 
enemy beforethe assault a,nd destroy his avenue of escape during the 
assault: - Each ,asset appearing to have been effectively used during 
the ‘assault of Troy&. 

An ‘unusual point of the attack was the rate chosen across open 
terrain where two major obstacles had to be negotiated under heavy 
enemy artillery and covering fires. In many cases it wlould have meant 
certain death for a majority of the assault force,, coupled with the 
loss; and pqssible halting.i..of the attack’s’,momentum. : However,. this 

: 

was not tIi$;case, as the att,acking force-used marching fire’ to multiply ,;, ., 
the Ieffects, of.,.an already> determined, aggressive assaul’,t on the enemy. 
The,,,leade;rs and soldiers” of :, Lthe attqckfng’ force had gain,ed the 
momentum ,of the .attack and reacted swiftly to *aiaintain,~that momentum ,I 
as is evident in the hasty penetration and clearing of’the tank ditch. 

This high degree of aggressiveness won them the results they 
desired by shocking the enemy ..and creat’ing a state. of confusion in 
their ranks. *’ 

,The fact that &A was conducting pursuit operations helps .to 
explain their success. Had the German defenders time to to digtin and 
properly prepare for an assault, t,he results‘ could have been 
drastically different. This is not saying the Americancomnander was 
being .:foolhardy. .On the contrary, his accurate .estimate of the 
situation afforded him to opportunity to use boldness and shock action 
to take the town. 
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A Tank Platoon in Tunisia 
by CAPTAIN CHARLES L. MrIS 

‘i 

When the Allies made their initial invasion moves against North 
Africa in the Fall of 1942, the Axis had few troops in Tunisia. The 
landings at Casablanca, Oran and Algiers were followed by a. quick 
allied move to put troops into Eastern Algeria and Tunisia, to prevent 
the .:se-Wre~ of this key, area. ‘by %he .enemy. A rapid build-up of Aitis 
forces,. along with a poor mad net’,,, a Wet season, and adriiinistiiati+e 
problems, and the Tunisian Campaign was under way. 

From a period of fighting in Southern Tunisia, extending into 
April of 1943, the American II Corps, consisting ‘of the lst, 9th and 
34th Infantry Divisions, the 1st Armored Division, and Corps Troops, 
moved across- the communication 
into -positjon on, the ‘Northern T 

.,I . . : 

s lil 
tmisi 

nes of ‘the British First Army ii 
Ivan front. I :’ .’ 

* 
MAP B 

BIZERTE TUNIS AREA 
EXPLOITATION 

The Offensive 

In late April the Allied line in Tunisia exploded into a general’ 
offensive destined. to crush the Axis in Tunisia. 
in an .easterly direction, 

The II Corps attack 
extending over ‘a forty-mile front of 

mountainous terrain, was characterized by continuous heavy fighting. 
The 1st Armored Division sector of this attack consisted of the 

Tine River Valley and the hills to the south, an area aptly named the 
Mousetrap. The terrain was unsuitable for armor. Infantry fought 
through the hills while reconnaissance and engineer units maintained J I 

I contact and cleared mines, and the tanks fired indirect fire missions 
and constituted a mobile reserve against counterattack. 
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taken most -of the ground. on the south side of the.~J%xsetrap, tiile 
units north of the Mousetrap had driven the enemy back upon the last 
defensive .positions before lvlateur. The moment was at hand for the use 
of armor. 

‘IheAnnor~~BeUsed 
‘:’ 

* Under the organization.,of the, time, the Jst Armored Division was ,, 
compxed, of one,, infantry, and ‘tm armor,@ regiments,. Each, armored j .I’ 
regiment had one battalion of light, .and two battal,ions offmedium . tanks. The medium companies %xe quipped .with M4 tanks,. fitted with 
radial engines and a ,75*.. gun-both underpowered and undergunned. 

I 

J’.:, 
‘tie Armor’ In mis St&y, ;, : 

;, I, /’ 
Duriq’ the action of.(,l,ate, April and early’. May the, Third Platoon of 

Company D, 13th Armored Regiment, operated in its organic role as’ a 
part of the 2nd Battalion tactical deployment of canpanies, engaging 
targets of opportunity, f iriq indirect ::f ire” missions, and standing 
ready against the threat of counterattack. 

The enemy, having lost all.;of the forward slopes in the area west 
of Mateur, withdrew to the hills east of the .city to organize his 
defenses, for his last; effective stand againstthe Allies ,in Africa. 
Ccinbat~ Conma,@ 8 .(‘less the.,,2nd Battalion),. entered .JWteur in late 
morniq:of the 3rd. of ‘May;, ,&943. 1 Athree-day., siege., of the key ‘point 
was broke. with,,.,the Allie@ attack launched on $ay 6,. 

The 2nd Battalion ,.of.. the 13th Armored’ F@giment: continued 
i 

its. ‘. 
“action in’ the Upper Tine Valley j,ust south of Mateur. The battal’ion 
mission, *s to break lghroqh .the German lines east of Mateur , cut the 
Bizerte-E’erryville-Djedeid,a-Tunis road, and continue eastward to cut 
the main Dizerte-TI&~ highway, The miss:Jon,,, of the Third +Latoon was 
to protect ‘the left flank of the Battalion *during the attack and 
reorganization. 

.;,, 
Getting Down to Business 

lhe gt@k,,. jumped off in the small .h&s’ of the morning of May 
6th, from a line of ,, departure ‘aloq’ the low’ ridge running in a 
northwest-southeast d,irection just east of Mateur. ,, A, low ground fog 

’ blanketed ,the valley -in front of the ridge. ime fifty-three ,tanks 
cross,ed the line,,, of Ldeparture without,. artillery preparation, due, to a ” 
last minute change Jn plan during the night, and advanced across an 
area suitable for the use of, armor, and consequently well protected by 
enemy,antitank gms., ‘_ : c 

In’ the opening moments of the attack, :,.the only’ sound -\across the 
stillness of -the North African dawn has the crescendo of eqine roar 
and the squeaking of suspension systems. That didn’t dominate the 
atmosphere for, loq. Fran the German line purple pyrotechnics arched 
into the. air-the enemy signal of armored attack1 x The field erupted 
into full action, with antitank guns laciq ‘out- their. ,high velocity 
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projectiles’ in ! a crisscross p&tern, #interspersed ‘with streams’ of 
machine+un tracers concentrated on -knocked out and burning tanks. A 
mine field took its toll, and’ the battalion commander, real izing ,the 
overwhelming superiority of the defense, ordered the remaining tanks 
back on the line of departure. His own tank was destroyed by antitank 
fire before the instructions were ccinpleted. 

‘Ihe battalion lost seven tanks, including those of the battalion 
conmiander,~‘~~~the E Qi@atiy ,conmaii$er ii: .tm platoon leaders, and three L 

more .I ,I ‘Three J ‘others tiich’ .‘byApassed the mined area’ want .into a’ 
def ilade ‘3Ssitiona8id sat tight, ‘w&l1 forward of the ID. 

?he -Third Platoon of &mMny D moved back in defilade and joined 
the other elements” in a defailed”search by’ observation and fire for 
the well dug in and camouflaged German antitank guns. Ihe day passed 

: with this mission. The enemy-maintained heavy artillery fire most of 
the time. lhe battalion commander, Lieutenant Colonel Henry Gardiner, 
wounded duri.n$ the morni’m’ .‘a’ttack,I was replaced ,by:l Lieutenant Colonel 
Bamiltonr~Bowze.,-:. 1 1.,, .:I;# ,‘.. t ., ‘, .:).:, . . . . ,. 

‘. 31.1 “,(l, .-Tel , ,., <,. .‘,. : ‘:., . ,.,. h‘ ,.’ I . ” 
s-,, :,, ’ .: :: Reriewing the Attack 

About noon the ibattalion conmander called together his staff and ‘,, cnit commanders and fo,rmula;t& plans to renew the ‘attack. With an 
alteration of ‘the .orig~i.nal.plan, and with. strong artillery support, it 
was &&&d a ,~~J&+t@~’ +rig,ht! f&Q& of the attack and ho&-j the 
screen: ’ unt,il the tan,ks <were‘ beyond ,, the first 1 ine of ridges 6 
Preparatory fires were planned in detail , to Fver; the, area; of ‘German 
antitank, defense in front ‘-‘of the ‘initial objective with impact fire 
I.mtil”’ Xhe attack arrived, switching then to air “burst and -shifting 
forward’ as ,the attack progressed. In addition to artillery support 1. ij 
the 776 Tank Ustroyer Battalion was to remain in ‘hull def ilade at the Ir 
line of, departure,: using direct. fire on select’ed ‘points; and ewaging 
targets of opportunity. Xheyi :were 1.: to follow as soon, as fire was 
masked. .., ., 

There was no ‘infantry support, due to the commitment on the south 
s 

side of the Mousetrap, which “resulted in heavy ‘losses precluding the 
switch of troops to ‘the Combat CMmand B attack. 

The Third“,Platoon pulled out ,of position by sections and returned. 
to Mateur for ammunition’ resupply in preparation for ;the late 
afternoon attack:. With the ‘racks full, and a few extra rounds, on the : 
floor’ of 3he turret, the-iPlatoon Ieader &sembled the ‘tank ccm&nders - 
to go over the plan ‘of attack, which for .the !Ihird Platoon’~rem&ed~‘~T ,, 
the same ‘as in the,,morning-to, protect the left flank of the battalion’. 

A ,few moments before-..junp+ff time the corsnander of the f ifth~ tank ,_ 
brought its driver to ,the Platoon Leader to say that he was sick,.,had 1 
been vomiting all ,-afternoon,‘:and just could’ not go; AC replacement was 
not available. Ihe .driver stated that he could not ’ go’ as’ assistant 
driver, and was obviously gripped more by mental fear than : by an 
ailing stomach. Jhe, ,attack was set to move out. It was apparent .to 
the Platoon Leader. that it was now a, question of ordering them to go 
at the point of a gun, or of :sending him to the aid station. Be 
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decided ,-in favo.r .of, the aid station with the : thought of dealing 
properly with. the situation at a better moment’. .It was a ,decision he 
later regretted. The man’s tank and tank canmander were lost and two 
of the remainiq ‘crew members ‘were casualties as the action developed. 
With a’ full crew the story might till have been different i especially 
in consideration of the fact that the lacking crew member was the 
driver of the .vehicle, considerably more experienced than the man who 
took the tank into action. 

‘Phe’:arti’llery ,laid down the smoke, and began the preparatory fires 
in front of the’objective. The’:tarik destroyers cut loose with their 
direct fire. Ihe battalion attack of fortyfour ,tanks got under way. ’ 

: !I. 
ming up / .’ 

tier-jr. tank <opened up with every gm , except, the .5O caliber 
machine guns;:‘. at anything, even remotely res+mblirg .a target. The 
artillery,” a -bi,t late j in lifting from impact. to air ‘bursts, dropped ‘; 
some ,_ rounds among thef friendly armor. Ilie, consensus among the ‘tankers - 
seemed to be;. that they preferred a’ 105 from behind to an 88 from the 
front . All in all, the artillery support was near perfect, and it 
enabled the tanks to get on the ridges without a loss. It effectively 
neutralized the anti tank fire in the zone of advance, and destroyed 
some gms. Fire from the tanks destroyed more; some still operative 
and .with crews ~332. man them represented a threat ‘to supply and 
administrative vehicles.; since there..was no infantry accompanying ‘the 
attack, or’ following it, to mop up the area. 

!Ihe arrival .of the tanks on the objective at the top of ‘-the ridge ~ 
placed them beyoti the preplanned ‘fire area. BE’ Germans had 
organized in depth, keeping considerable antitank strength ‘in the 3 
rear. Thei battle became one of, survival between the tanks ard the 

4 antitank germs. 
‘Ihe,’ mission of Company D, and of its Third Platoon,‘. ,while ” 

appeari’rg to .-be of secondary importance; I: actually. was extremely. 
0 important, ‘Ihe Germans held the hills to the north in considerble, 

strength; particularly in armor. They had contain& Gombat Comnand A 
of the lst Armored, and other troops, for about three days. In order .’ 
to accanplish its mission, the “third Platoon ‘had to, hold pretty ,well, 
to thei skyline on a ridge generally running east and mst, thus 
exposirg the tanks to flanking f,ire from the extreme right’ of the 
battlefield. .This proved -to’ be-more: of a- threat .thanthe leftflank, 
as a move of a ‘few yards to the r,ight placed the tanks in defilade 
from the ,left flank) but, exposed ,fo’r miles to “the right. I .’ 

!lbppiq a small rise, the Platoon Leader’s tank, in line with the 
lead::xtanks of the battalion, ‘came in view of.“a tiall caliber ‘antitank 
gun some fifty “yards L ahead, sighted ,down a,:Sdepression running 
diagonally to the line of- advance. The enemy crew:-smPlg their gun 
toward ,_ the tank, ahd the Platoon Leader, forgot aI about fire 
c-s i Fortunately, the gunner had turned the. gupr ,to the front, 
and he saw the’ enemy gm at about. the same, moment the Germans saw the 
tank. ! Ps the tank was moving right along, it. was about thirtyfive 
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yards from the target tien the gunner fired. The shot was slightly 
off ‘center,’ but .it was low enough to expiode on the near side’of the 
gm pit, wrecking the gun as. well as the crew. About this time the 
Platoon Leader found his voice, yelling so loudly that the driver got 
on the interphone to ask the gunner if the Lieutenant had &en hit. 

The platoon began to receive considerable fire frcm -the right 
flank, making it wise to sideslip down the hill to defilade behind a 
secondary ridge . The terrain became rougher, the progress slower. 

,:L 
I A,,Bit ‘of Doling ,’ 

An 88mn ,gun came into the Platoon Leader’s vision, about eight 
hundred yards to the right front, with the gun pointing to his right . . 
He gave, 800 to the gunner, and the round was high. He gave 700, and 
the round was still over; 600 was again high. The German crew began 
travers@g to ,lay on the ‘tank. About then the Platoon Leader bec,ame a 
bit : frant:i,c and began screaming ‘YPour , four! II ‘Jhe next round was 
close .enough to stop’ the gm, which got off one round that was barely 
wide .. of the tank.., ,The.+.gunner polished off the 88 .wi th several more 
rounds. 

At this moment the number two tank had to withdraw to take care of. 
a projectile stuck in its gLn. This was prior to the time the armored 
units began. to carry 75mn howitzer cases to shoot out projectiles 
which,becamenecessary to use the ramner staff for the operation, and 
the field of:battle is, no place to engage in ,such an. activity. 

The Platoon Leader moved his tank down <the hill to the vicinity of 
the Cor&any ,J&mander , tien both tanks came under fi.re from, an 88nm1 
g Lpi some four hundred yards to the ‘front.. The Platoon Leader Is tank 
fired a short and an over, and before he could split the bracket the 
Ccmpany, Comander scored a hit alongside the barrel. 
into flames; 

The gun burst 

,.pS ,the .platoon. moved back up the ridge to cover the left flank,, 
the Germans’. responded with. high explosive and ‘armor piercing shell. A 
look :through the glasses showed at least one lvlark VI tank firing at. 
approximately 3000 yards, maximum range for the American tank direct 
fire on the inadequate sights. Qle round landed about three quarters 
of the, .dis,tance to. the en&y target. 
in mobiiity.’ 

.The Platoon Leader .put his trust 

platoon. 
He kept moving ; issuing similar instructions to his 

‘,’ 
The .C&npany Commander -urged- the Platoon -Leader, via rad-io, to m&e 

higher on the hi.11. The Platoon Leader asked who was going to take 
care of the &ark VI on the right: flank. Y&at Mark VI?l’ asked the CO. 
A moment’. later. the Platoon Leader. and his crew. were hitchhikiw . : A 
near miss :had struck near the right rear of the tank, ,breaking the 
track’ ati imnobilizing the vehjcle. Recognizing the futility of using 
the 75rmn gun to ;: comp&e with high velocity weapons equipped with 
adequate, fire control instruments for that, range, the Platoon Leader 
ordered the crew.’ to abandon the .tank. I lhe crew .ws formed in a 
diamond patrol formation and set out across the fields to the tank 
reorganization area, in a depression about threequarters of a mile 

2-110 



from the .d&abled tank: In ‘a’ case of mistaken’ identity the crew was 
f’ired upon by a 75h’tank gin in the left battalion. T?le men hit the 
ground and the shell, landing some fifty feet away, did m damage. 

At the assembly area the Platoon leader reported to the Cunpany 
Commander arid’ began organizing the sector for the defense, posting 
1,ocal security. The fifth tank of the platoon had been lost, leaving 
the platoon with two tanks present, one destroyed, one disabled and 
one at the rear. 

*:I A Rou& Time 

That fifth tank had been the one enteriq the attack with a 
four-man crew. hhen the limited supply of ammurition that could be 
carried in the turret’ had been exhausted, it had been necessary to 
stop ‘:,the- tank’-+for”, the ‘driver to pass- “ammo from the racks tider the 
turret and behind the driver and “assistant driver. fiat task ‘is ,’ 
nornial’ly ‘h&xI~ed by the ;assistant *driver ‘mile the tank is iii: motion. 
Q1 this occasions M&n ‘the~.tank’;Vsacrificed its mobility to acctiplish 
the ‘transfer,‘of ammO’, the ‘gms of the’ enemy on the right flank’of the 
battalion laid on the tank and broke ,a track. Not realiziq the 
futility of engaging in a fire fight under such circunstances, the 
tank comnander continued to fire. Ihe Germans concentrated on the 
vehicle ,and literally pu$.verized it with high explosive. First the 
radio and interphone yere knocked out, then the turret periscopes, and ’ 
finaLl;& the turret traversing mechanism, although not until the last 
round;,,;df; ‘vunitipn had “been ,‘f ired. 

,JBie,,,crew; was trapped $,n a di’&bled tank, out of aMlvlition and 
wi~~~t”‘c~~unicati~~; “ijkile the en&y laid ‘on the high explosives. 
Concussion .‘and shock wrecked the’ instrument ‘panel and all interior 
control mechanisms. The tank conmander alerted the crew to evacuate 
through the top hatches rather than through the bottom escape hatch, 
because of ,the many, low rounds striking tier the ‘tank. As the crew 
began-. the evacuation severai mOre hits’ by German guns killed the tank 
cmanrler ,‘ .broke the ‘driver’s ieg and wounded the loader. ‘.The 
corporal gunner took charge and moved the ticnded from the vicinity. 
He managed ~XI stop one of the rear tanks of another platoon, to place 
the driver on the vehicle to be transported to the reorganization 
area. He then took the other wounded man ‘with him to the line of 
departure, during tiich trip, wit+-.one pistol between them, they took ,,four .prisohers:;..- -. --- .-- ..‘ 

‘Ihe number ‘two tank of the platoon, tiich had returned to remove 
the stuck” projectile; also took several prisoners on the way back. 
‘Ihe third and fourth tanks of the platoon destroyed several gins of 
various sizes, killing ,a$ ‘capturing several of the enemy. tit being’ 
able to take the prisoners’ along, ‘they ‘%ore disarmed and sent to the 
rear’; Some, ~r’rived, some did *not. of the latter, undoubtedly several 
rejoined their ‘forces; to;” fight again. !Ihere was no other solution 
open to the tankers in view of the ,situation. 

lbe attack had broken the; German ‘main line of resistance east of 
hateur, with ccmiparatively small’ losses. QI the night of l&y 6th the 
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2nd Battalion. and its attached ,tank destroyeers bivouaced within, the 
battle position, and made plans ‘to exploit the breakthrough; 6. 

The Ekploitation ,’ 
While the. battalion ~comnander was planning ‘the next operation@ 

Company D was given ,the mission of sending out a reconnaissance patrol 
to reconnoiter a route to the southeast to the Flateur-Djedeida: road, 
with the idea of moving the battalion there: .during darkness if the e 
area proved, suitable for the movement of tanks. +’ ; I 

Being without a tank, the lhird Platoon Leader volunteered to leaa’ a~‘.. 
the patrol. The Platoon Sergeant and several men also volunteered to c 
go’ on the patrol. Following, organization and orientation, .the patrol J, ‘- 
set out. 

Low, black clouds reduced the visibility to- nil, and occasional: 
showers s$n , drenched ,the men to j the -skin, Shelling both by enemy. and 
friendly,:: artil$ry:and .,:in, ‘particular the friendly firing of. white‘ 
phos,phorusLa$org with the occasion@. scattered flareup from burning .’ .’ 
gu+ and vehicles,,; made it quite’ impssible to become accustomed ‘,. ,to 
the darkness. All in all, it required five, hours for :the, patrol. to 
wx-Ii through the German ‘positions, avoiding two enemy patrols on the 
way; secure, the desired information; and return to, make an 0230 
Officers’ Call.’ 

lhe Platoon leader informed the Battalion Commander that the 
recqnnoi tered area was suitabie .for tanks, but contained many prepared. 
positions;:’ several’ of .wich wre believ&d to’ ‘,be antitank ,guns. ‘Ihe 
Canpany Comatier of F and D both suggest,@ that the battalion move’ 
north and disperse just prior.,, to daylight along .a high ground area 
that contain+ no antitank ,guns. !Ihis ‘would enable ,j’them to defe@ i in : 
any di’rection , muld move them away frcai know antitank and artillery , ,.’ ’ 
positions, and would not add to the difficulties of resupply. ,, This 
plan ‘tis adopted. 

,A German shell,ing made it impossible to repair the tank of the 
lhird Platoon Leader:, and, succeeded. in ‘blowi-, ,a .track” off the nunber 
three tank of the platoon,. ,..: ‘Ihe return ,of . . the number twr> tank left 
platoon strength at two tanks for the, resupply operation .and *, the. 
continuation of,, the, attack. ., > 

4’ Conthuhg the Attack ‘: ,, 

‘Ihe attack continued’ in late morning of the 7;th’ of May,... cro.ssing. _. 
the Bizerte~Ferryv~lleGjedeida-Tunis. road,. here the number two tank 
became a casualty, breaking the. shaft on, the ..turret traversing 
mechanism. me platoon continued with one tank. .Fe action cont@ed 
along the masin Mateur-Djedeida-Tunis roa&to a junction, with. ,the road. 
connecting the. rJlateur4’@s road .and: the Dizerte$unis highwy. 1, 

Earlier in’the, day the ,fightirrg had been against scattered, strong ‘L 
points’ supported by artillery, but c as the act,ion progressed, the ., 
artillery diminished and the ,advanciw ‘troops found an 881m1 battery : : 
abandoned. hhile the tanke.rs were ‘wndering khat the +-mans were. up 
to, the e&my opened fire from a mutually,:supporting position. .’ Sane 
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...., 

of the ove’rwtchi& tanks ‘and tank ‘destroyers quickly%liminated the 
threat, and the battalion moved on. 

At the junction the enemy had developed a well organized and 
strongly defended posi,tion that was especially strong in antitank 
defense . A violent fire fight developed; and Lieutenant James Qxry, 
commanding Ccmpany E, was killed when a freak hit slamned the turret 

d hatch cover down and crushed his head. The tanks ,and tank destroyers 
deployed in particularly. bad tank terrain~~ and reduced %he resistance 
by fire. ; With the artiiiery in supp& of the’ other two battalions, 

9 and in’ view of the .bad terrain for ‘armor, the battalion made use of 
darkness to move ‘onto the’ position. 

‘A quick look at the field on the, morning of May 8th gave evidence 
of the, .effectiveness of the tank and TD canbined fires;, destroyed guns 
and qi+i$c f$$,.*, lay scattered abo,ut ,the position.” ’ : 

Frq’, there the ,;‘Ltteck “cbntinu* “: northeast across terrain quite msuit&f,, &’ ,‘ee de ..‘of d&r ~ :. & i’ji$~a~terhoon iof +Jie. 8+,Jj the : 

: “,./_ 

battalion :was in:sight,>of, the main’Bizerte%m~s road;, ;ar$ looking for 
a psssrge ; doh Y+&,, ,t-J&’ heights’., ” :‘:‘, ,. 

.,Eloving”ddwn to the .&x&al plain, the battaiion encotitered a wadi 
that was a natural antitank obstacle. The tank of the D Company 
commander. threw a track attempting to cross it. A Headquarters 
Canpa?y tank became stuck wh(1.e tr,ying to by-pass the first tank. ’ The 
lhird’~Platoon”Fader , tiile’trying to extricate’ the other two, $irew a ‘:: tiack. on, ‘hi’s.,.&&&k; ‘:. !, .* ._.. I 

~.:~~~:~~ttiioil”inissi~n hs fo’ but *&, Bizerte-uis road at & 1 ,_, 
inaerg&ti6-&$~:~ & Porp’f$i$ina” f&aa,,’ TV o; khiee iiles to *e 
north,, ,the-, CC decided to locate a more favorable passage to the ,plain 
a.’ bit .. farther ,t$ the ,north. The Third Platoon Lea&r was left to 
guard :\hat ,.,@I become ,,f.ive ‘disabled tanks’ resulting from ,the strange 4 tr=k$&pfng yyte% 

~n~ile,-..the’ G$rm$&’ had moved in a b&tery,’ of 88’s. that -had 
been movir$ ‘southward along the. main Biierte-Tunis, ‘r&d. A Ca@ny D 

0 sergeant had observed the, battery of four. guns leave the main road, 
move over to a iiecozyl+-y road, and go into position sane hundreds of 
yards beyond the main road. tic/! again’ the battalion was badly in 
need of.,ar,ti+ry *support. that was not available. The fire control 
instruments of the, tanks”‘were’ inadequate ‘for the range. ;The enemy 
could not be brought under effective fire,, 

The 88 !s- opened on the disabled “tanks, and the tanks returned 
fire. -3. The duel did not amount to much; since ~neither side had good ‘- 
observation. Three men in D tipany, tire munded tiile in a briefing , 
at the. ,tank ,assembly area. 

The, Third Platoon Leader, moving on orders to the’ bivouac area, ! 
found three of his disabged tanks frar;‘ ‘the previous two days back and 
ready for action. As’ prepar.atioris were Lnder way’ to complete the 
exploitation of “the attack, the enemy ‘opened up with everything he had 
on the coastal, plain. Ptx’ a Mile ‘it appeared like a comterattack 
preparation, but the lack of. ddrmage soon made it obvious that the 
Germans’ were destroying anmunition the easy’ way. 

.At daybreak of My 9, the battalion attacked north along the i 
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Bizerte$Tunis,‘highway. At the brto Earina ,,junction., the direction 
was switched to enter. the toti’.*’ Caqbany .E’ captured an Italian 
regimental ,headquarters, ,tiose commander, accompanied by the 2nd 
Battalion CO, ‘induced the commander at German head~quarters to 
surrender,. lhe’ word w~ls pass@ down to enemy cnits, so that sporadic 
resistance to Americ.% uni’ts alo’rrj the front ‘gradually ceased. Ehemy 
troops began ,to surrender throughout the coastal area. The 2nd 
Battaljpn ,..: :l?,ti Jmo~~ ,+gipnb ,,lst Armored “Division,: took qp 
positioti,, along the. sea,~;,&$$een ‘the ,,,, ‘*tows of Baf ,Raf ,. and F+s el 
Djebel, to ‘prevent’ destruction of equipment ,a@ escape ‘.fram Africa. 
Shortly after, all resistance in II Corps &one came to an ‘,end. 

In this final action of the North African fighting, ‘the 1st 
Armored Division had been used as a lnit in an offensive role. pie 
armor had been used in the, .onl.y ,. logical ,area, along, ,the fortyTil,e 
.front. qckiy substantial ‘,ih’fant’ry. supporfi,,for both, .@mbat bmmands, 
it had,$een ,&sound : log’ic !:,6, .tl-$o$ ‘;available infantry.~,.into the: CCA ‘area;! ,,,,,: 
to assist ,.,their ‘attack,through ‘~r&icjged terrain on the north:,: &$ever , 
the absence’ of .infantry:‘tias a ‘serious handicap .$( ,CU$ In particular, 
the lack of foot troops made difficult the ,mopping up of the fidl’d and 
the handling of prisoners,, .many, of whan undoubtedly were able to .rea,rm 
and return to the fight .’ .). 

4ually restricting had been the lack of artillery support in the 
way of preplanned :fi,re to,,cover known, antitank positions:&. a, well 
defended%ne;’ and to ‘handle targets of, opp6rturiity beyond’practical ,‘,I 

,, 

tank g.pn range. 
missions, with 

Ihree tank, b+tal ions h? been sent : on, separate, 
.‘only :one field artil,lery battalion’ to. support .the,,,,.,,: 

thlke. ,,’ ( -” rr, , i 
Combat ~na :B:,j’Gioiat~ the.‘~rlnciple of ‘mass in “s’pL‘itti~: the 

three tank, battalions and sending, them onseparate mission+. ,with ‘the .,‘, 
mission of breaking the enemy main line of’ resisl!ance) ‘cutting ,his 
comnun~cations a* pp+tig his escape!, .tly us+ of’,! c,+ilie;c! force 
would have, sim$.ifl&,~,,~plannj,ng and aia$emaxium use of ‘We striking 
force. ,’ ; ‘, 

ltik rap& estimate ‘of the ‘situation by’ the battalion ‘com&nder on 
the start’of .the first attack, and his quick, decision. to return’ to the 
line of departure ,saved many tanks’ for the later. successful attack. 
Pull ‘~use..!‘of experienced” ,_ subord’inate c&anders was a determining 
factor in planning for the successful attack,. And the full use ‘of - 
support contributed to the success .of what proved to :.‘b& a well.- -7-T - .,.~. . - . . . . __ _ . - .. ~7 ‘; .--.--- 

1. _+ ._ . .-. ..~- .._ _ 
coordinated action. 

So far ‘a.s the equipment ‘goes, 
‘over a ‘normal life.’ 

the ,tanks. had been run ‘many miles 
The M4 tanks which replaced the h5l-s ‘, had for the 

most pa.rt been ,,those used on maneuvers in the States .‘by.’ the,’ Second, 
Armored Division. ?horoug,hly. worn&t equipment ‘&as kept in the’ line :! _,,, ,, 
by the diligent,’ efforts, of .the ‘tank crew :. ,, That the p14 tank wi,th the 
75mn gun was obsolete before~.it reached the fighting forces is a well : 
knohn’ fact. The tanks of the .“tid ,Battalion had no ,indirect firing 
equipment ,- eXCkpt a quadrant, when they were received. The tanks ,of 
the Third Platoon were equipped with indirect firing equipment 
captured fran the Germans and Italians at .&sserine Pass. The‘ 
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., f 7 
superior, armment“ and “fire’ control instruments ,of ‘the enemy enabled 
them to reach far beyond the effective range of the 75mn gm, and in 
the case,of the ‘Third Platoon, to disable two tanks, one of tiich was 
destroyed. 

In swmning’ up ‘the action of the Third Platoon, i,t is important to 
remember that the platoon was part of a battalion tactical unit, and 
platoons were controlled through their leaders by the company 
comnanders . Careful coordination aid planning took place before the 
action, ,but’ once;‘-the *attack: was launched it’ &s difficult to’ control 
~e!,;$~&~~d~al pp&&&. 
~e.,J’.!@&&) “l;e.&erg;’ 

Platoons” were ‘controlled partly ‘by ,radio by 
‘but perhaps more by example. In a’httle for 

survival between tanks ati antitank guns, there is little time for 
radio conversation. 

ANL%LYSIS ‘V’ 
.,.:.’ * ‘1 ,:. ., ‘. . . 

i A ‘.&Wplatoon in ti’isia ) catalogues the experiences,, of an armor 
plate% in.‘ari’ offensive role 2 in the final, days of the ~Rorth African ca igh i I ‘~~ , :‘I” , ‘. )> ” ( ” :(,: 

Mile “participating I in a deliberate Battalion attack, the :,3rd 
Platoon, Canpany D. 13th Armored Regiment was g’iven a battalion flank 
protection role. A costly mistake, that of permitting combat shirking 
prior to the attack by one experienced tank driver- eventually was to 
cost the platoon leader l/5 of his available strength. Ihe slow ’ 
realization that an adequate fire support ‘plan was mandatory cost the 
failure -of the first battalion attack and then limited the 
exploitation of a second successful attack because the commander had 
failed to plan, subsequent artillery support. Nines and antitank guns 
were the main form of German resistance, 

,.At the platoon level, the 3rd Platoon leader nearly lost his own 
life and that of his crew when in the heat, of battle he forgot to 
issue proper fire commands. Use of <hull defilade was not. all that it 
could have been and inexperienced drivers ‘and ‘K’s were the cause of 
several tanks lost due to thrown tracks. 
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‘While northern &d 6as&i flanks had been heavily engaged, the 
northeastern sector (A/87, A/38, and ‘i/87) had been rather quiet. The 
only excitement there had been when an M8 armored car from “En Troop 
destroyed a Tiger tank. ‘Ihe armored car “had deen in, a concealed 
position at right angles to run along a. trail in- front of the MLR, As 
it passed the armored car, the FIN slippea. out of position and’ started, 
up ,the trail behind., ,the Tiger, ‘,,acceleratiw in ,an attempt to, close. 
At the same moment the &erman Tenk Wnmander saw the MS, and .started 
traversing his gun. to bear on the armored: car. It -wiis a race between 
the Anericans tie Wre attempting to close so that their puny 37-mn 
would be effective in the Tiger’s “Achilles heel” (its thin rear 
armor), ad the Germans tie wre desperately st,riving to bring their 
“88 to bear so as to blast ‘these “fooW who cared to attempt to fightj:.. 
a 60-ton tank with their little “runabout” and its “pop gun”. 
Suddenly the fiS. .had ,: closed i <to 25 yards,, an& quickly ,,,punped .in 3 ’ 
rou@:.~.!t, the’ : l-ring Tiger stopped, shuddered ; .’ the.re,:was a muffled 
explosion, followed. by flames which billowed; ‘out .of the turret and 
engine ports;” after &ich the armored car returned to its p&ition.- 

AWLYSIS 
The “little guy” can get pu, too! 

: /, ; 
‘_ .I” ,: :) ,i I 
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